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SUMMARY 
A survey has been made of Iowa town and village houses, 
their condition, facilities, gardens and yards. Information has 
been obtained concerning 8,798 houses, 5,081 owner and 3,506 
tenant homes in 10 typical agricultural counties and 211 homes 
in towns where mining is important. Only towns having less 
than 2,500 people were included. From these f~cts can be pic-
tured the status of housing and facilities such as piped water, 
electricity, power washing machine, of approximately 152,000 
rural-nonfarm families and of farm families living in or on the 
edge of town or village communities. 
Several facts concerning Iowa villages and towns are es-
pecially important. They are largely service and residence cen-
ters for farm communities. In only a few is manufacturing 01' 
mining important. The proportion of people in business for 
themselves is relatively high and the proportion of wage earners 
low. Many of the heads of families are retired farmers or 
women without gainful occupation. And finally, during the 
past decade, except in the case of larger towns, the population 
has been declining slightly. 
Families in Iowa villages and towns own their homes more 
frequently than do those on farms or in cities. In 1930 the 
median value of owned homes was $2,739, and the median rent 
of tenant homes was $14.89 a month. 
HOUSING CONDITIONS AND FACILITIES IN VILLAGES AND 
TOWNS OF 10 TYPICAL COUNTIES 
Most families are living in one-family dwellings with no 
rooms used for regular business offices or commercial purposes 
such as post office or beauty parlor. About 5 percent are in 
dwellings connected with stores, hotels, garages, offices, or in 
dwellings for two or more families. 
The houses are largely painted frame structures. Only 7 percent 
are stucco, brick, stone or concrete. One in four is one-story ·and 
one in five was built 50 or more years ago. Except in industrial 
towns very few houses have been built in the past 10 years. 
Houses average 6.4 rooms. Almost all have at least a bedroom, 
living room and kitchen; but only three in four have a dining 
room; and two in five, a bathroom. Many families express a de-
sire for a bathroom and additional closets. Those having a bath-
room plus those stating that they want one, however, include 
only 55 percent of the families. 
Most houses need some repair. Paint is in very poor condi-
tion-on only 28 percent of the houses is it reported to be in 
good condition. The condition of screens is reported to be better 
than that of paint; more than 50 percent of the houses are re-
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ported to have good screens. Chimneys are less frequently re-
ported to need repair than any other feature; 83 percent of the 
houses are reported to have chimneys in good condition. 
Approximately 6 percent of the houses are reported to need 
replacement. Poor, indeed, is the condition of these; 69 percent 
have poor foundations; 48 percent poor roofs; and 49 percent 
poor doors and windows. 
Village or town-piped water is far from common. Its use is 
reported by only two in every five families. Less than one-half 
have piped cold water and less than one in three piped hot 
water. Water is carried by nearly 60 percent of the families an 
average distance of 82 feet. Three in every four families either 
have a kitchen sink with drain or express a desire for one. 
About 38 percent of the families report a . flush toilet. Nearly 
two-thirds of the families report the use of an unimproved out-
door privy. About 17 percent of the outdoor privies are less 
than 50 feet from a well. 
Many of the towns have no sewage disposal system. It is re-
ported by less than one in four families. More than one in four 
have a septic tank or cesspool. Nearly 45 percent dispose of all 
sewage on the surface. 
About 88 percent of the families report electric power line 
connections. Many of the villages under 100 are without this 
convenience. Stoves and circulating heaters provide warm,th 
for almost 60 percent of the houses. Only a little more than one-
third have piped warm air, steam or water furnace. 
Almost 40 percent of the families report either ice or mechani-
cal refrigeration. Few have gas or electric stoves for cooking. 
These are reported by only 13 percent of the families. Kerosene 
or gasoline stoves are widely used; they are reported by 7] per-
cent of the families. As with farm families power washing ma-
chines are very popular. N early two in every three families 
have one. Electric or gas heated ironers are very uncommon, 
but nearly 80 percent of the families report an electric, gas or 
gasoline iron. 
Most families have a garden. More than two in three report . 
fruit trees; and more than one in three, fruit bushes. About 93 
percent report a vegetable garden; 71 percent raise all summer 
vegetables; and 40 percent raise all winter vegetables. 
A cross section of house landscaping reveals about 80 percent 
of the families with good surface drainage, nearly two-thirds 
with good lawns, but only 48 percent with good shade trees. 
Shrubs, flowers and vines are relatively poor. Fences are the 
exception rather than the rule: only one in fon r families has a 
fence. 
OWNER HOMES IN CONTRAST WITH TENANT HOMES 
Tenant homes, both house and yard, are shabbier than those 
of owners. Their houses are older and have fewer rooms. Bath· 
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rooms, dining rooms and sun-porches are less frequently in-
cluded, and they are not so well equipped with conveniences 
which are a part of the house structure. Thirty-seven percent 
of the owners and only 21 percent of the tenants have piped hot 
water. Tenants are also considerably below owners in propor-
tion having sinks, bathtubs, town sewage or septic tanks and 
central heating. There is relatively little difference, however, 
in the percentage reporting electricity. 
In movable conveniences, such as refrigerators, power wash-
ing machines, heated irons and kerosene or gas stoves, there is 
little difference between owners and tenants. Owners, however, 
rate considerably above the tenants in proportion having elec-
tric stoves. 
The percentage raising all summer and all winter supply of 
vegetables is much the same for tenants as owners. The condi-
tion of the yard of tenant homes is, however, much below that 
of owner homes. Shrubs, flowers and vines are poorer, and the 
yard is frequently less neat. 
DIFFERENCES BY SIZE OF TOWN 
The condition of houses does not appear to be influenced by 
size of town. But increase in size of town brings a steady in-
crease in percentage having bathrooms, washrooms, dining 
rooms, closets and basements. For example, in towns of 100 
to 249, 30 percent of the owners have a bathroom; while in towns 
of 750 to 999 population, 56 percent have one. The percentage of 
families having piped cold water increases steadily with size of 
town: In villages under 100 population, 19 percent; and in· 
towns of 1,000 to 1,499, 71 percent. The larger the town the 
more frequently is a town water system provided and facilities 
related to it, such as sink, flush toilet, bathtub. All towns hav-
ing a population of 750 or more have a water system. Where 
a town water system is available there is, however, no con-
sistent relationship between the size of the town and the per-
centage reporting that they use town water. 
The percentage of families reporting the use of a town sewage 
system is highest in the largest towns, that is, those with 1,500 
to 2,499 population. Here, however, only 58 percent of the 
families use it. In villages of less than 100 population, 60 per-
cent of the families dispose of all waste water on the surface. 
This is done by 25 percent of the families in towns of 1,500 to 
2,499 population. 
Except for villages under 100 almost all towns have electric 
power line. The percentage of families using it increases s1ight-
ly with increase in size of town. The percentage of families re-
porting ice refrigerators is relatively high in the larger towns. 
There is, however, no consistent relationship between size of 
town and percentage of families reporting mechanical refrigera-
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tors. The percentage reporting power washing machines und 
an electric, gas or gasoline iron increases somewhat with size 
of town and the percentage reporting laundry done out of doors 
decreases. 
Size of towns has little effect upon the percentage of families 
raising part of their summer vegetables. The percentage rais-
ing either all summer or all winter supply is, however, rela-
tively low in the larger towns. Landscaping and condition of 
yard appear to improve with increasing size of town. 
DIFFERENCES BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 
Professional families, on the average, have better housing 
than any other occupational group. The second best housing is 
enjoyed by the families of that group of business men and man-
agers classified as dealers. State and county employees follow 
next. The families of unskilled laborers are at the bottom of 
the list. In towns of 250 to 499 population, for example, about 
two-thirds of the houses of professional families and approxi-
mately one-sixth of those of unskilled laborers have bathrooms. 
About 60 percent of the professional families have piped hot 
water contrasted with 6 percent of the families in the unskilled 
group. In towns of this same population, about 50 percent of 
the dwellings of professional families are classified as "mod-
ern"; so also are 30 percent of the homes owned by retired 
farmers and less than 4 percent of the homes of unskilled work-
ers. The total of those families having or expressing a desire 
for a bathtub did not exceed 80 percent for any single occupa-
tional group. Almost 83 percent of the owned houses of profes-
sional families have roofs in good condition; for unskilled fami-
lies the proportion is only 48 percent. 
Among both skilled and unskilled groups, families with two 
or more children have poorer dwellings and fewer facilities, 
such as running water, than have those families with one child 
or none. 
AGE OF HOUSE AFFECTS CONDITION AND FACILITIES 
The older the house the poorer is the condition of its various 
parts. The depreciation is more rapid for houses of skilled and 
unskilled groups than for those of the dealer and professional 
groups. Approximately 6 percent of the houses 50 or more 
years of age, occupied by dealer and professional groups, need 
to be replaced, and about 24 percent of the houses of the skilled 
and unskilled groups. 
In the past 10 years brick has been more commonly used than 
it was earlier. Houses built in recent veal'S have fewer rooms. 
The proportion having bathrooms, piped cold and hot water, 
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flush toilet and other such facilities has been increasing fairly 
steadily. 
One notable exception to these tendencies occurs. Houses 
built during the past 10 years and occupied by skilled and un-
skilled occupational groups are relatively poorer in facilities 
than those built 10 to 25 years ago; and these houses are re-
ported to be in very poor condition. Many of them are reported 
to need replacement. 
REPAIRS, IMPROVEMENT AND PLANNING 
Two-thirds of the families report that less than $100 was 
spent on repairs and improvements during the past 3 years. 
For the tenants the proportion is 77 percent. About 31 percent 
of the owners reported that $100 to $499 had been spent. The 
owners in -the professional group appear to have been the most 
liberal spenders. 
When asked what they would like to have done if $250 were 
to be spent on improvements, the families most frequently 
stated that exterior walls would be improved; next in imp or-
tallce came interior walls and water systems. Bathroom equip-
ment and sanitary facilities rate high; the last is especially im-
portant in towns of 250 to 499 population. For every occupa-
tional group, among the owners, exterior walls ranked first. 
There were 5,864 replies to the question, "Where would you 
look for a house plan 1" The carpenter, contractor or lumber 
dealer come first on the list. But families appear to rely on 
making plans for themselves more than on seeking the advice 
of an architect. Only 12 percent of owners reported that the 
houses they occupy were planned by an architect. 
HOME OWNERSHIP 
The percentage of families owning their homes is higher in 
towns and villages than in cities or on farms. A marked differ-
ence occurs among various occupational groups: 89 percent of 
the retired farmers, 43 percent of the professional group and 36 
percent of the unskilled group own their homes. 
Approximately 93 percent of the owners and 75 percent of 
the tenants report that they consider home ownership an 
advantage. The disadvantage of home ownership most fre-
quently mentioned is cost. Taxes and upkeep are the major 
costs which were referred to specifically. About 46 percent of 
the tenants of the professional group consider home ownership a 
disad vantage. A common reason for this is "not permanently 
located. " 
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FACTORS AFFECTING HOUSING CONDITIONS AND FACILITIES 
OF COMMUNITIES 
'l'he median value of owned rural-nonfarm homes in Iowa in 
1930 was $2,739. In Monroe County it was less than $1,000; 
and in Ida County, $4,209. Census data indicate that high value 
of farm land and buildings, increase in population, high propor-
tion of town families owning their own homes and high percen-
tage of tenancy on farms all seem to contribute to a high aver-
age value of owned homes in towns. In the northeastern dairy 
area the median value of the owned rural-nonfarm dwelling is 
relatively high. In counties where manufacturing and mining 
are important the value is relatively low. 
In towns surveyed those with an increasing population have 
houses in better condition and with many more facilities than 
those in towns with decreasing population. Non-industrial 
towns have much better housing than industrial towns; the con-
dition of dwellings is better, and a much higher percentage of 
families has conveniences such as piped cold and hot water, 
bathtub, town sewage disposal. The status of housing is very 
poor in the mining town of Mystic in Appanoose County and in 
the small mining towns in Boone County which were surveyed. 
In the former, 61 percent and in the latter, 38 percent of the 
houses are reported to need replacement. The homes have few. 
modern conveniences in these communities. 
The condition of town and village houses is much the same as 
the condition of farm houses in the same counties. The homes, 
even in the smallest towns and villages, are slightly above farm 
homes in proportion having electric power. Farm homes and 
homes in towns of less than 250 are much the same with respect 
to water facilities, bathtubs and such conveniences. 
Status of Town and Village Housing 
in lawaI 
By MARGARET G. REID 
PURPOSE OF STUDY 
The purpose of this study is three-fold: 
(1) To provide a picture of housing conditions in Iowa 
towns and villages having a population of less than 2,500. 
(2) To discover present housing needs in these communities. 
(3) To get some understanding of the basic factors which 
determine housing conditions and facilities in these communi-
ties. 
Data from two main sources are used: (1) The Fifteenth Cen-
sus of the United States; and (2) a housing survey conducted 
during May to July, 1934, in selected Iowa counties. 
COLLECTIO,N OF SURVEY DATA 
In making the survey field workers visited homes in selecteo 
towns and villages, talked with one or more of the occupants, 
and filled in a schedule similar to that used in the federal farm 
housing survey. Facts were obtained concerning occupation of 
the head of the household, number of occupants, ownership 
status, age of house, main building material, condition of cer-
tain parts, rooms and various housing facilities and labor-saving 
conveniences, landscaping and some facts concerning use of gar-
den. (For further details see schedule appended in Iowa Agr. 
Exp. Sta. Res. Bul.174.) 
The questions asked the occupants were of two kinds: (1) 
What do you have now ~ (2) What do you want 1 To the latter 
question some failed to reply either because they did not know 
or did not wish to state what they wanted. N everthe]ess, it is 
felt that the replies are a fairly good measure of relative desires 
with respect to housing improvements. 
In reporting the condition of a house and yard, the enumer-
ators did not rely entirely on the occupant's judgment. It was 
necessary for them to do so at times, since they did not see, in 
every case, all parts of the houses. They recorded their judg-
ment concerning condition of all parts that they were able to 
1 Project No. 373 of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station. The au-
thor wishes to express her appreciation to aU those who contributed to this 
study. The fund&. for the survey and for the tabulation of the data were pro-
vided by the State Planning Board of Iowa. The county and home demon-
stration agents of the Iowa Agricultural Extension Service cooperated with 
the field workers in the counties where the survey was carried on. The Bu-
reau of Home Economics, Washington, D. C., kindly supplied the tabulation 
sheets. The author is especiaUy indebted to her colleagues at Iowa State Col-
lege for their thoughtful, constructive criticism and to the supervisor, the 
field workers and the clerks for their splendid cooperation. 
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observe. Consequently, the report on condition of exterior 
parts of the house reflects more fully the enumerators' opinion 
than does that of interior.2 
All enumerators had had considerable experience in evaluat-
ing conditions in the farm housing survey. In this survey, how-
ever, the enumerators' judgment was recorded only in sections 
relating to condition of house and grounds. The report on need 
for such items as additional closets, bathroom, and piped cold 
water is the expressed desire of occupants. 3 
Instructions were sent to all enumerators concerning the rat-
ing of various items good, fair and poor. Still, it seems very 
unlikely that all enumerators had in mind exactly the same 
standards. This difference, however, affects very few of the 
comparisons which are made in analyzing the data. A bias due 
to this is likely to enter in only when contrasts are made be-
tween counties.4 
In addition to house schedules the enumeeators sent in a brief 
report of each town surveyed, including such items as popula-
tion, number of occupied houses not included in the survey, 
number of vacant houses fit for use, special town problems rela-
tive to housing. 
COMMUNITIES SURVEYED 
The major part of this survey was made in the 10 counties in 
which the federal farm housing survey was conducted during 
the winter of 1934.5 These counties were Benton, Davis, Fay-
ette, Madison, Mitchell, Scott, Shelby, Sioux, Story and Web-
ster. Only towns reported by the 1930 census to have a popu-
lation of less than 2,500 were included, and not quite all the 
towns of this size were surveyed. A sample of the various sized 
towns was obtained, however. In almost every community, ex-
cept the larger towns, an attempt was made to fill out a schedule 
for every occupied house. In some of the larger towns only 
representative areas were covered. In these larger towns, in 
every case but one, the enumerators estimated that at least 60 
percent of the houses were included. 
In table 1 all the rural towns and villages, those surveyed as 
well as those not surveyed, are listed for the 10 counties. The 
2 In this respect the town and village housing survey differs from the farm 
housing survey as conducted in Iowa. In the latter, all reported conditions 
were the judgment of occupants; only in the matter of replacement of the 
house was the enumerator asked to state her opinion. It is felt that com-
parison between various groups within the counties is perhaps more valid 
when based on enumerators' judgment than when based on occupants'. 
a Where the schedule called for a report on things "needed," the · enumera-
tor was to report. Where the term "wanted" was used, the opinion of occu-
pants was recorded. 
• See p. 120 . 
• Some farm homes were included in this survey. They were those in 01' 
so close to towns and villages that the dwelling appeared as part of the town 
or village unit. Only farm homes not included in the farm housing survey are 
reported here. 
estimated percentage of the houses for which schedules were ob-
tained in all those towns where a complete survey was not made 
is also given. 6 
In the 10 counties, 132 towns and villages were surveyed in 
whole or part. Included were 8,587 families and 29,880 persons. 
Of the 41 villages under 100 population, which were surveyed, 14 
had less than 6 occupied houses. (See table 2 for a list of num-
ber of towns, families and persons included in the survey, classi-
fied by size of town. Figure 1 presents farming areas in Iowa, 
and counties and towns included in the survey.) 
Outside the 10 counties already referred to three towns and 
villages were included: the mining town of Mystic in Appanoose 
County in southern Iowa, and two small mining villages, Lo-
gansport and Centerville, in a non-economic arable farming 
area in Boone County in the central part of the state. In the 
latter, all occupied houses were surveyed, and in Mystic ap-
proximately one-third of the houses were included. 7 Included 
were houses in three different sections of the town. These, the 
enumerator felt, gave a representative picture of the whole com-
munity. 
IOWA TOWN AND VILLAGE COMMUNITIES 
Iowa towns and villages of less than 2,500 are to a large ex-
tent made up of that part of the population classed by the cen-
sus as rural-nonfarm. In 1930, 21.4 percent of the total popu-
lation was in this group. (See table 3.) Included were 526,988 
persons and 152,272 families. In addition to rural-nonfarm 
families there are in these towns and villages farm families 
whose farms adjoin the town. The census report states, how-
ever, that well over nine-tenths of the population in these com-
munities was counted as rural-nonfarm. 8 
• By a complete survey is meant one where the enumerator visited every 
occupied house. In very few communities, however, were schedules obtained 
for a ll occupied houses. The major reasons for not obtaining a schedule were: 
(1) No one at home; (2) sickness in the house; (3) refusal to cooperate. 
There were relatively few refusals. Since the survey was made during late 
May, June and July, some families were away for the summer. It seems like-
ly that these probably occupied houses somewhat above the average in condi-
tion and facilities. They were, however, too few in number to affect appre-
ciably the general picture of housing. 
An attempt has been made to determine the completeness of the survey in 
the 10 counties. In incorporated towns and villages, the persons living in the 
houses which were included in the survey have been contrasted with the popu-
lation in these places in 1930. For the incorpora ted communities included, a 
population of 37,474 persons was reported for 1930: and 27,209 persons, or 
approximately n percent, were living in the houses included in the survey. In 
these communities there were approximately 1,341 occupied houses not in-
cluded. Omissions were due to surveying only r epresentative a reas or to fail-
ure to get schedules for the reasons listed above. 
7 This estimate was made by the enumerator. 
S Fifteenth Census of the United States. Vol. II, p. 8. The farm population 
includes a ll persons living on farms regardless of occupation, and a farm must 
contain at least 3 acres, unless its agricultural products in 1929 were valued 
at $250 or more. The rural-nonfarm population includes a number of families 
living in the open country but not engaged in farming. 
County 
Benton 
Davis 
Fayette 
Madison 
Mitchell 
TABLE 1. TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN 10 IOWA COUNTIES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO POPULATION, 1934.* 
Less than 100 100 to 249 '250 to 499 500 to 749 750 to 999 1000 to 1499 1500 to 2499 
Luzernet Atkinst Keystonet 
Mt. Auburnt Blairstownt Shel1.bu~t 
Walford Garrisont Van Hornet 
Watkins Newhallt 
Norwayt 
Urbanat 
Ash Grove Belknap Pulaskit Bloomfieldt (50) Bunch Drakesvillet 
Chequest Florist 
Mark Troy 
Monterey West Grove 
Savannah 
Stiles 
Albany Alpha Maynardt Arlingtont Elgint Fayettet West Unlont Donnant Eldorado Wadenat Clermontt 
Douglas Randaliat Waucomat Hawkeyet 
Lima St. LucBst Westgatet 
Oran 
Barney Macksburd Perut Earlhamt (81) 
Bevingtont Patteroon t St. CharIest 
Pitzer Trurot 
Webster 
Bailey Mitchellt McIntiret Stacyvillet Ricevillet Brownville Orchardt St. Ansgart Carpentert 
David 
Little Cedar 
Meroa 
Meyers 
Mona 
New Haven 
Otranto 
" 
Toeterville 
0'> 
t>:) 
f 
TABLE 1 (Cont'd.) TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN 10 IOWA COUNTIES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO POPULATION, 1934* 
Scott Argo BI~ Rock Eldridge~ Buffalot 
Donahuet Blue Grass Princetont LeClalret 
Maysvillet Dixon~ (64) Walcottt (86) 
New Llbertyt Linwood 
Plainview Long Grove~ 
McCausland~ 
Pleasant Valley 
Shelby Botna Kirkman~ Defiancet Elkhorn~ 
Corley Tennantt Earlingt Shelbyt 
Jacksonville Westphallat Irwint 
Panamat 
Portsmoutht 
Sioux Carnes Chatswortht Boydent Hosperst Hullt Alton~ Hawardent (76) 
Middleburg Matlockt Granvillet !retont Rock Valley t(75) 
Newkirk Mauricet Sioux Centert Orange City~ 
Perkins 
Story Iowa Center Fernald Collinst Cambrld~et Maxwellt (82) "Story Cityt (80) 
Ontario Gilbertt Huxle~;t Colot Rolandt 
Kelleyt McCa sburd Slatert 
Zearingt 
Webster Brushey Barnumt Badgert Daytont Lehight Gowriet 
Burnside Clay Works Callendert 
Crooks Coalville Claret 
Evanston Kalo Duncombet 
rJIJum Moorlandt Harcourtt Otho 
Lanyon Vincentt 
Lena 
Roberts 
Roelyn 
Shady Oak 
Slifer 
*In eight towns the enumerators did not call at every house. In these cases the approximate percentage of the total houses surveyed as estimated by the 
enumerator is indicated by the number in parentheses following the name of the town; for example, approximately 80 percent of the houses in Story City, Story 
County were surveyed. Those in bold-faced type were not included in survey. All those marked t are incorporated. The others are not incorporated. 
The classification of towns is based on the enumerator's reports of town population. Due to population decline this in every CRSP does not coincide with 
the population as reported by census for 1930. 
c:r.> 
1:1:1 
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TABLE 2. TOWNS, FAMILIES AND PERSONS INCLUDED IN SURVEY, CLASSIFIED 
BY SIZE OF TOWNS, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
Size of towns Towns surveyed Families I Persons 
Less than 100 41 366 1,241 
100 to 249 36 1,314 4,515 
250 to 499 29 2,317 8,100 
500 to 749 13 1,672 5,696 
750 to 999 6 1,044 3,475 
1000 to 1499 4 928 3,345 
1500 to 2499 3 946 3,508 
Total 132 8,587 29,880 
WHAT PEOPLE DO 
Iowa towns and villages are for the most part retailing, local 
produce, service and residence centers for the surrounding farm 
communities, The products of manufacturing carried on ~re 
largely for local consumption as are, for example, those of the 
carpenter, blacksmith, harnessmaker. 
The major occupations other than agriculture, for persons 
10 years of age and over, in 19 counties having no urban popula-
tion are shown in table 4. Trade comes first in importance, then 
manufacturing and transportation.9 In contrast with urban 
• Some data concerning the occupational composition of Iowa towns and 
villages are given in two studies: Fry, C. Luther, American Villagers, 1926; 
and Lorge, Irving, American Agricultural Villages, 1930. Their analyses in-
cluded 11 Iowa villages. In 1930, these villages ranged in population from 546 
to 2,027 so were somewhat above the average included in this study. For 
every 100 in trade in 1930 there were 93 in manufacturing. 
r------t--~~--~---1----+----+----t_--~--~~!~~ , . : 
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Fig. 1. Map of Iowa showing farming areas, counties and towns included 
in housing survey, 1934. 
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TABLE 3. NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION LIVING IN 
VARIOUS COMMUNITIES IN IOWA, 1930.* 
Communities 
All 
Urban 
Rural 
Rural-farm 
Rural-nonfarm 
Number 
2,470,939 
979,292 
1,491,647 
964,659 
526,988 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
Percentage 
100.0 
39.6 
60.4 
39.0 
21.4 
communities Iowa towns and villages rate low in manufacturing 
and relatively high in people engaged in transportation, pro-
fessions, and domestic and personal work. 
Information is not available in the regular census reports con-
cerning the proportion of proprietors among the gainfully occu-
pied in rural-nonfarm communities. It is a well-known fact, 
however, that business units in small towns are for the most 
part conducted by proprietor owners with relatively few wage 
earners.10 
The importance of manufacturing, apart from proprietors 
and the extent to which factories are established, is measured 
by contrasting the number of wage earners in manufacturing 
within the county with people engaged in agriculture. Wage 
earners in manufacturing are reported by counties and for cities 
10 C. Luther Fry, American Villagers, found in 65 villages In the Middle· 
west that 22.7 percent of the males gainfully employed were proprietors, oftl-
cials and managers; in 10 cities in the same area, the proportion was 13.1 
percent. See p. 97. 
TABLE 4. THE NUMBER OF WORKERS OVER 10 YEARS OF AGE IN CERTAIN OC-
CUPATIONAL GROUP3 FOR EVERY 100 ENGAGED IN TRADE: (1) IN 19 
IOWA COUNTIES HAVING NO URBAN POPULATION, (2) IN 5 
COUNTIES HAVING LARGE CITIES, 1930.* 
Number in occupation for every 100 in trade 
Occupation 
Trade 
Manufacturing 
Transportation 
Professional and semi-pro-
fessionalt 
Domestic and personalj: 
Rural counties 
100 
72 
72 
64 
58 
Urban counties 
100 
118 
52 
33 
42 
*30urce: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. These 19 counties were selected at 
random among the counties having no urban population. The urban counties are Polk, Scott, 
Woodbury, Pottawattamie and Linn. 
tThis does not include those engaged in recreation. 
:t:This group includes hotels, restaurants, boarding houses, etc., laundries, cleaning and pres-
sing service; other domestic and personal. This last group undoubtedly includes some people 
working in farm households. 
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TABLE 5. WAGE EARNERS IN MANUFACTURING OUTSIDE OF CITIES OF 10,000 
OR MORE IN RELATION TO WORKERS ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE 
FOR THOSE IOWA COUNTIES IN WHICH THE PROPORTION 
OF WAGE EARNERS IN MANUFACTURING TO 
County 
Scott 
Floyd 
.Tefferson 
Lee 
Webster 
Union 
Fayette 
Linn 
Polk 
Montgomery 
Dallas 
Black Hawk 
Cherokee 
Benton 
Wright 
WORKERS IN AGRICULTURE WAS RE-
LATIVELY HIGH IN 1930. 
The number of wage earners in manufacturing outside 
of cities of 10,000 for every 100 workers engaged in 
agriculture 
40* 
37t 
29t 
28 
26 
26t 
24t 
21' 
17* 
17t 
13t 
12t 
12*t 
10** 
10** 
*One town between 2500 and 5000. 
**Two towns between 2500 and 5000. 
tOne town between 5000 and 10,000. 
of 10,000 and over. In 63 out of 96 countiesll for every 100 
workers engaged in agriculture there were, in 1930, 5 or less 
wage earners engaged in manufacturing outside of cities of 10,000 
or more. Those counties with a relatively high proportion of 
11 For three counties, Des Moines, Jasper, and Wapello, data on wage-earn-
ers in manufacturing are not given because of the possibility that facts per-
taining to individual firms could be identified. 
TABLE 6. PERSONS 10 YEARS OLD AND OVER ENGAGED IN MINING IN RELA-
TION TO THOSE ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE FOR IOWA COUNTIES 
HAVING AT LEAST 100 ENGAGED IN COAL MINING AND 
OTHER EXTRACTION OF MINERALS, 1930.* 
County 
Appanoose 
Polk 
Monroe 
Marion 
Lucas 
Boone 
Dallas 
Wapello 
Wayne 
Mahaska 
Jasper 
* Almost all are in coal mining. 
The number of workers in coal mines for 
every 100 workers in agriculture 
58 
33** 
31 
31 
28 
16 
16 
9t 
4 
3 
2 
**In Polk Couuty most of the miners are reported to be living in Des Moines; outside those 
in the city there are only 9 miners for every 100 workers in agriculture. 
tMost of these miners are reported to be living in Ottumwa. When those in this city are 
removed, the percentage is 3.2. 
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TABLE 7. PERCENTAGE OF HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY OCCUPATIONAL 
STATUS IN 8,585 FAMILIES INCLUDED IN THE TOWN AND 
VILLAGE HOUSING SURVEY.* 
Population of towns 
Occupation All Less 100 250 500 750 1000 1500 
than to to to to to to 
100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
--
-------- - - --
--
Number of families 8585 366 1314 2317 1670 1044 928 946 
Merchants, salesmen and managers 19.4 23.0 17 . 2 20.5 17 . 3 19.8 20.7 20 . 3 
Clerks 3.6 4 . 1 2.7 3.2 3.8 4.1 4 . 1 4.8 
State and county employees (not 
elsewhere specified) 3.3 2 . 5 3.4 4.1 2 . 9 2.3 2 . 6 3.7 
Professional 4.6 3.3 2.8 4.4 5.0 5.7 5.7 5.3 
Skilled 19.9 15.8 20.9 19.7 22.0 18.3 18.0 20.4 
Unskilled 15.6 16.9 24.0 13.5 13.5 17.5 12.3 13 . 1 
Women giving no occupation other 
than housewife 16.1 15 . 0 12.0 16.7 16.3 17.8 19.9 14.7' 
Retired farmers 8.4 8.7 7.9 9.2 11 . 2 7 . 1 7.9 4.3 
Acti ve farmers 3.5 6.0 4.8 3.1 3.0 4.3 3.2 2.0 
Unclassified 5 .6 4 . 6 4.2 5.7 5.0 3.0 5.5 11.4 
All 100 . 0 100 . 0 100.0 100 . 0 100.0 100 . 0 100.0 100 . 0 
Retired having male head of house-
hold. Other than farmer (a) 5 . 0 4.4 3.7 4.3 4.1 3.8 5.6 10 .8 
All 13.4 13.1 11.6 13.5 15.3 10.9 13.5 15.1 
*See Luther Fry, American Villagers, pp. 89 and 91, for analysis of occupational groupings 
for all gainfully employed males and females 10 years of age and over in villages, 1920. 
(a) This group overlaps somewhat the other groups, for example, retired doctors and mer-
chants are in their respective occupations. In addition, they have been counted here. The 
former occupation of many retired heads of households was not stated. It is suspected that 
most of them were farmers. In the main classification of occupations these were listed as un-
classified. 
wage earners engaged in manufacturing and living outside 
cities of 10,000 or morc are listed in table 5. Eight out o~ these 
fifteen counties have cities between 5,000 and 10,000, and all 
the others except two have either one or two towns between 
2,500 and 5,000. 
In a few Iowa counties coalmming is a major industry; and 
the smaller towns and villages in many cases are the centers of 
this industry. The four counties of Iowa where the towns and 
villages are most likely to be influenced by coal mining are Ap-
panoose, Monroe, Marion and Lucas. (See table 6.) . 
The occupations of heads of those families reporting status of 
housing in towns and villages of the 10 counties surveyed give 
a more complete picture of the socio-economic status of fami-
lies. Nearly one-fifth of the heads of families are merchants, 
proprietors of garages or hotels, salesmen, bankers, managers 
of produce houses, depot agents, etc.'" Another one in five is 
a skill cd worker and about one in six unskilled. Approximately 
5 percent are professional workers. A great many, about 30 
percent, of the heads of families are retired or are women giv-
ing no occupation other than that of housewife. (See table 7. ) 
The high proportion of retired families in towns and villages 
1 2 Proprietors such a s black s miths owning their own shops and doin'g 
skilled work are classed with skilled workers. 
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TABLE 8. PROPORTION OF FAMILIES HAVING NO GAINFUL WORKERS AND OF 
WOMEN WHO ARE WIDOWS, URBAN, RURAL-FARM, AND RURAL-
NONFARM~GROUPS, IOWAD930.* 
Group 
Urban 
Rural-farm 
Rural-nonfarm 
All 
Owners 
Tenants 
Percentage of families hav- Percentage of women 15 years 
ing no gainful workers andt6ver who are widows 
10. 1 11.7 
1.7 5.5 
22.0 14.5 
31.2 
1 :0 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, Vol. VI, Families, table 11. 
is also suggested by table 8, which shows the percentage of 
families in different groups having no gainful workers. In ur-
ban communities only 10 percent of the families have no gainful 
workers; in the rural-nonfarm group, 22 percent of the families 
fall in this groupY Many of these heads of families without 
gainful workers are widows. The rural community is the resi-
. dence center of retired farmers and of widows of rural-farm 
families. 
AGE OF PEOPLE AND OF HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS 
The average age of the rural-nonfarm population is relatively 
high. This is clearly shown in fig. 2 and table 9. The rural-
nonfarm population has fewer people under 20 years than the 
farms; it is much below both farm and urban communities in 
numb"er of people between 20 to 44 years and is far above these 
in people over 45 years of age. 
The high proportion of older people in Iowa's rural-nonfarm 
population is due (1) to the high proportion of these in the 
total Iowa population and (2) to their concentration in towns 
and villages. In Iowa in 1930, 7.4 percent of the population was 
65 years and over.l4 This proportion was exceeded in only 
three states, namely, Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. In 
19 states the proportion was less than 5 percent. The concen-
tration of older people in the Iowa towns and villages is es-
pecially striking: 21.4 percent of the people in Iowa are classed 
as rural-nonfarm, yet 36.1 percent of those 65 and over are in 
this group. The rural-nonfarm population is 74 percent above 
the state average with respect to the percentage of its popula-
tion 65 years and over. In this respect Nebraska comes second 
13 Included in the rural-nonfarm population are some retired people or 
families without gainful workers who live outside the precincts of towns and 
villages. Such families, however, are probably few in number. 
U Iowa has tended to lose a considerable part of her population to other 
states. As indicated by the 1930 census, Iowa's net loss by migration was, 
at that time, 17.0 percent. See P. K. Whelp ton, "Iowa's Population Pros-
pects," Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. Bu!. 177, p. 156. During 1934 and 1925 there 
has, however, been considerable migration into the state. 
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Fig. 2. Age composition of Iowa urban. rural-farm and rural-nonfarm 
population, 1930. (Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930.) 
to Iowa with the rural-nonfarm population 65 percent above the 
state average. 
A concentration of older people in the towns and villages is 
TABLE 9. PROPORTION OF POPULATION IN SPECIFIED AGE GROUPS, URBAN, 
RURAL-FARM AND RURAL-NONFARM, IOWA, 1930.* 
Percentage of community popula-
tion in each age group 
Age group 
Rural- Rural-
Urban farm nonfarm 
Under 5 7.9 10.5 8.0 
5 to 9 8.8 11 .4 8.9 
lO to 14 8.4 11.2 8.7 
15 to 19 8.4 10.3 8.1 
20 to 24 8.6 8.2 7.2 
r 
25 to 29 8.0 7.0 6.6;1 
30 to 34 7.7 6.9 6.3 
35 to 44 14 .7 13 .2 12 .3 
45 to 54 11 .6 10.2 11.2 
55 to 64 8.4 6.6 10.1 
65 to 74 5.3 3.3 8.2 
75 and over 2.3 1.2 4.3 
Unknown 0.1 0.1 
All 100.0 100 .0 100.0 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
tOnly those reporting age were included. 
Percentage of total age group 
in each community t 
Rural- Rural-
Urban farm nonfarm 
35.0 45.9 19.1 
35.4 45.4 19 . 2 
34.7 45.9 19 . 4 
36.7 44.3 19 .0 
41.9 39.2 18 .9 
43 . 2 37.4 19.4 
42.9 38. 0 19 . 1 
42.8 37.8 19.4 
41.8 36.5 21.7 
41.3 32.0 26.7 
41.2 24.8 34.0 
39.8 20.9 39.3 
39.6 39.0 21.4 
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TABLE 10. PROPORTIONOFWOMEN AND OF MEN OF SPECIFIED AGE WHO ARE 
HEADS OF FAMILIES, CLASSIFIED URBAN, RURAL-FARM, 
AND RURAL-NONFARM, IOWA, 1930.* 
Age group All Urban Rural-farm Rural-nonfarm 
Women (all) 11 .4 14.9 3.2 17 . 1 
Men flail) 88.6 85.1 96.8 82.9 
Un er 25 years 3.4 3.5 3.7 2.9 
25 to 34 18.4 18 .2 21.3 14.5 
35 to 44 22.4 22. 0 26.5 17 .1 
45 to 54 18 .9 17.8 22.0 16 .0 
55 to 64 14 . 1 13.0 14.9 14.8 
65 to 74 8.5 7.8 6.7 12.1 
75 and over 3 .0 2.7 1.6 5.4 
All 100 .0 41.3 34.8 23.9 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of tbe United States, 1930, Vol. VI. 
likely to be marked where older people retire to these com-
munities either from farms, neighboring cities or other states; 
and when young people growing up in towns and villages mi-
grate either to farms, cities or other states. 
The proportion of women and of men of specified ages who 
are heads of households is shown in table 10. In three respects 
thc rural-nonfarm group differs from urban and farm groups: 
(1) 17.1 percent of the heads of households are women; (2) 17.5 
percent are men 65 or more years of age and (3) the proportion 
of men heads of households is relatively low in the 25 to 34-vear 
group. 
POPULATION CHANGE 
Population in Iowa towns and villages has, during recent 
years, been far from stable. The changes in places incorporated 
in 1910 and having a population of less than 2,500 in 1930 illus-
trate this clearly. For every 100 people in t.hese communit.ies in 
1910, there were 111 in 1920 and about 108 in 1930. (See fig. 3.) 
During the decade from 1920 to 1930 the total population of 
Iowa increased 2.8 percent, yet both the rural farm and the 
rural-nonfarm population declined-the former 1.3 percent and 
the latter 4.3 percent.'5 For some counties the decline during 
this period was greater than in others. For example, in the 
four counties, namely, Appanoose, Monroe, Marion and Lucas, 
where mining is an important industry, the rural-nonfarm popu-
lation in towns and villages already incorporated in 1920 de-
clined 18.8 percent. In the southern pasture area excluding the 
three mining counties mentioned above and located here the de-
15 The decline in rural farm population is due to a slight extent to change 
in definition. In 1930 only those living on farms were inc luded in rural-farm 
population. In 1920 there were, in addition, included those farm laborer's or 
farmers who, while not living on farms, nevertheless lived in strictly rural ter-
ritory outside the limits of any city or other incorporated place. Fifteenth 
Census of the United States, Population Vol. II, p. 8. 
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cline was 5.4 percent. The western livestock area was the only 
one where the rural-nonfarm population showed no decline dur-
ing the decade. The facts presented in table ] 1 indicate that 
the decline is greatest in the older parts of the state and least 
in the most recently settled parts. It is especially striking where 
the farm land is relatively poor. 
'When towns of different size are contrasted it is found that 
the larger towns are declining in size less than the smaller. 
Towns of 1,500 to 2,499 in 1930 showed an increase of 2.7 per-
cent from 1920 to 1930. 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 
In summing up the characteristics of Iowa towns and villages 
several facts stand out: 
(1) The low proportion of people engaged in manufacturing 
and mining and the relatively large proportion in trade. This 
suggests a relatively high economic stability and the absence of 
factory smoke and dirt polluting the air and spoiling communi-
ties as residence centers. 
(2) The large proportion of businesses operated by owner 
proprietors. This fact to some extent tends to bring about 
greater equality of wealth; it stimulates pride in community 
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Fig. 3. Population change in Iowa rural towns and villages incorporated 
in 1910 and having a population of less than 2,500 in 1930. (Source: Fif-
teenth Census of the United States, 1930, Vol. I.) 
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TABLE 11. THE PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN POPULATION FROM 1920 TO 1930 
OF THOSE TOWNS AND VILLAGES INCORPORATED IN 1920, 
AND UNDER 2500 IN 1930. 
Groups 
All in state 
Four counties where coal mining important 
Farming areas: 
Southern pasture area 
Southern pasture area excluding counties where coal mining im-
portant 
East central livestock area 
South central livestock area 
Cash grain area 
Northeastern dairy area 
Western livestock area 
Towns of different sizes:* 
Less than 100 (16) 
100 to 249 (82) 
250 to 499 (89) 
500 to 749 (69) 
750 to 999 (48) 
1000 to 1499 (49) 
1500 to 2499 (44) 
Percentage increase 
1920 to 1930 
- 2.5 
-18.8 
- 9.1 
- 5.4 
- 3.2 
- 3. 1 
- 1.6 
- 1.1 
+ 0.3 
-15 .3 
- 3.5 
- 4,5 
- 3.4 
- 3.8 
- 1.5 
+ 2.7 
*The percentage change for these towns is baSEd on a sample. Only one town for each popu-
lation group in anyone county was included. The one taken was that listed first. The num-
ber of towns in the sample for each group is shown in the table in parentheses. The countIes 
of Appanoose, Monroe, Marion and Lucas were Dot included in this estimate. 
welfare, stability of residence and is probably partly responsible 
for the relatively high percentage of home ownership. 
(3) More striking than perhaps anything else are two 
closely associated facts: the large proportion of older people 
and of retired farmers and women heads of households. It 
seems likely that both of these bring wealth to towns from other 
communities. Willingness to retire, in most cases, occurs only 
after the accumulation of some property. The large proportion 
of retired older people may limit somewhat the community in-
terest in certain types of improvement. 
(4) The decline in population is very important. Paralysis 
and decay of housing accompanies it ; new buildings are no 
TABLE 12. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES OWNING HOMES IN DIFFERENT 
COMMUNITIES IN IOWA, 1930.* 
Rural-farm 
Rural-nonfarm 
Community 
Towns of 2500 to 10.000 
Cities 10.000 to 100,000 
Des Moinest 
State as a whole 
Percentage of families owning homes 
49 .0 
62.3 
58.8 
53.7 
51.4 
54.7 
*30urce: Fifteenth Census of the United.lStates,"1930. The percentages are based on those 
reporting. 
tOnly city in Iowa having a population in excess of 100,000. 
73 
longer erected; repairs fail to be made; needed town projects 
are not started. 
(5) Finally and perhaps most important is the dependence 
of towns and villages upon the wealth of rural-farm communi-
ties. As such, their prosperity is closely related to farm wealth 
and income. Two main reasons for this are: In the first place, 
business enterprise and professional groups derive income large-
Ly from services rendered to farm families; and secondly, many 
farm families later retire to neighboring towns and make up a 
large part of the population of towns and villages. 
IOWA TOWN AND VILLAGE HOUSING AS REPORTED IN THE 
1930 CENSUS 
The 1930 census provides three important facts concerning 
housing: (1) the ownership status of families, (2) the value of 
owned homes, and (3) the rent of those occupied by tenants. 
OWNERSHIP 
Rural-nonfarm families own their homes more frequently 
than either rural-farm or urban families. In 1930, 49.0 percent 
of rural-farm families, 62.3 percent of rural-nonfarm and 51.4 
percent in the city of Des Moines owned their homes. (See 
table 12.) This higher proportion of ownership in the rural-
nonfarm community is probably to a large extent due to the 
relatively high proportion of older retired people living here. 
Home ownership is, moreover, easier to achieve in the towns and 
villages than on farms. 
For rural-nonfarm families ownership is most common in 
Winneshiek County where, in 1930, 70 percent of the families 
are reported to own their homes. It is relatively low in Dallas 
County where the proportion in 1930 was approximately 54 
percent.1 6 
In Iowa home ownership among non-farm families has been 
relatively stable. (See fig. 5.) This has occurred in spite of 
the marked increase in the importance of the larger cities,!7 in 
which the proportion of families owning their homes tends to 
be low. These facts suggest that an increasingly greater per-
centage of the rural-nonfarm families own their homes. 
,. Iowa rates eleventh among the states in percentage of ownership among 
rural-nonfarm families. Home ownership in rural-nonfarm communities is 
very low in the south Atlantic area and in the south central and mountain 
areas. In these areas 20 out of the 22 states are below 50 percent. (See fig. 
4.) The relatively high proportion of home ownership in such urban states 
as New York, New Jersey and Illinois is undoubtedly due in large part to the 
fact that many city workers who wish to own their homes seek rural com-
munities. If the families of city workers were excluded from the rural-
nonfarm population, it seems likely that Iowa would rank much higher among 
the states in proportion of families owning their homes. 
17 The population in Iowa's seven largest cities increased 13.8 percent from 
1920 to 1930. Rural-nonfarm population during that time declined. See dis-
cussion above. 
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VALUE OF RURAL-NONFARM OWNED HOMES AND RENTAL OF TENANT 
HOMES 
The median value of Iowa rural-nonfarm owned homes in 
1930 was $2,739 and median rental of tenant homes was $14.89. 
Iowa ranked fifteenth among the states in value of owned 
homes (see fig. 6) and twelfth in median rent. Highest median 
rent, $23.81, was in New Jersey. In 13 states, mostly in the 
southern areas, it was less than $10.00. The markedly high 
median values in such states as Connecticut, New Jersey and 
New York are due to the large number of rural homes occupied 
by urban workers. In none of the five states where the median 
value of owned rural-nonfarm homes is $3,900 and over does the 
rural-farm population include 6 percent of the people. Among 
those states where a relatively large proportion of the popula-
tion is on farms, Iowa ranks high in value of rural-nonfarm 
homes. 
In table 13 are shown for different sized cities in Iowa the 
percentage distribution of owned rural-nonfarm homes of speci-
fied value and the rentals for tenant homes. 'l'he higher pro-
portion valued at $1,500 and over and paying $15 or more rent 
in the larger towns does not, however, signify that the larger 
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TABLE 13. PERCENTAGE OF OWNED HOMES OF CERTAIN SPECIFIED VALUES 
AND PERCENTAGE OF TENANT HOMES RENTING AT CERTAIN 
SPECIFIED AMOUNTS, IOWA, 1930, COMMUNITIES 
Items 
Percentage valued: 
Under $1500 
$1500 to $2999 
$3000 to $4999 
$5000 to $7499 
57500 to $9999 
$10,000 and over ' 
All 
Percentage renting: 
Under S15 
$15 to $29 
$30 to 549 
$50 to $99 
$100 and over 
All 
CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION.* 
Rural-
nonfarm 
23.5 
31.9 
27. 1 
13 .7 
2.3 
1.4 
100 .0 
50.6 
43 .0 
5 .7 
0 . 5 
0.1 
100 .0 
12.5 
24 . 5 
30 .5 
23. 1 
5.4 
4 .0 
100 .0 
24.6 
49 .8 
23.9 
1.6 
0.1 
100 .0 
8 . 0 9.7 
19 . 5 19. 4 
31.6 30.4 
26 .3 24. 5 
7 .2 7 . 6 
7.4 8.4 
100.0 100.0 
12.9 14.2 
44.2 37 . 1 
33 .6 32.1 
9.2 15.6 
0.2 1.0 
100 .0 100 .0 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
towns have a higher standard of housing. Since lot values are 
higher, $1,500 valuation does not represent as good a dwelling 
in a large city as it does in a small town. 
HOW REPRESENTATIVE ARE THE COMMUNITIES SURVEYED? 
The ten counties surveyed are very typical of the whole state 
with respect to the proportion of homes owned in 1930. For 
both the state and the 10 counties it was 62.3 percent. 
A comparison of the percentage of owne.d homes in each value 
group for the 10 counties and the whole state suggests that the 
owned hom es in the former are slightly higher than in the state 
as a whole. This same fact is also suggested by a comparison of 
the rents paid by tenants. ' S (See tables 14 and 15.) 
18 This highe r value a nd hig h e r rent a re especially significant in view of 
the fac t tha t the counties surveyed include d a rela tively large percentage of 
towns under 1,000 popula tion and relatively few of 1,000 to 2,499 population. 
See table 19. 
TABLE 14. PERCENTAGE OF OWNER DWELLINGS CLASSIFIED BY VALUE, IN 
IOWA AND THE 10 COUNTIES SURVEYED, 1930.* 
Value of 
dwelling 
Under S1500 
1500-2999 
3000-4999 
5000-7499 
7500-9999 
10,000 and over 
I State llc~~~-1 Ben- IDavisl Fay-I¥ad-I Mit- Iscottlshel-Isiouxlstorylweb-ties ton ette Ison chell by .ter 
23 .5 22 .3 20.7 31.3 26 .8 35 . 5 14.7 20.3 23 .9 14.4 23.4 25 . 1 
31.9 32 . 1 32.9 28.3 34.8 33 .7 33 .2 25.9 31.2 28.7 38 .8 32 .2 
27 . 1 27 .6 29.3 23 . 1 25 .3 21.9 31.8 28 . 1 29.7 29.7 27 .7 26 .4 
13 .7 14.1 14.0 13 .7 11 . 5 6.4 17 .5 17 . 5 13.7 19.5 8.5 13 . 4 
2.3 2.4 2.2 2 .2 1.1 2.0 1.3 2.9 0 .9 5 .3 1.2 1.6 
1.4 1.6 1.0 1.4 0 .6 0.5 1.5 5 . 3 0 .6 2.4 0 . 5 1.2 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States. These percentages relate only to those re-
porting value of dwelling. Approximately 96 percent of all families is included. 
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MEDIAN VALUE (Hundred Dollars) 
Fig. 6. Median value of owned rural non-farm homes, by states, 1930. (Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, Vol. VI.) 
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TABLE 15. PERCENTAGE OF NON-OWNER DWELLINGS CLASSIFIED BY RENT 
PAID, IN IOWA AND 10 COUNTIES SURVEYED, 1930.* 
Rent of 
dwelling I State/c~~~- / Ben-IDavis I FaY-/Mad-/ Mit-Iscott /Shel- \SiOux/Story Iweb-tIes ton ette Ison chell by ster 
Under $15 50.6 48.9 55.2 52.1 48.4 68.7 49.1 49.3 54.7 34.2 48.2 55.5 
$15-29 43 .0 45 . 0 41.5 39.2 42.7 29.8 44 . 7 43.5 43.6 55.0 49.3 41.4 
$30-49 5.7 5.5 3.4 7.5 8.2 1.6 5.9 4.8 1.7 9.7 2.1 3.1 
$50-99 0 .5 0 .5 - 1.2 0.6 - 0 .4 1.6 - 0.9 0.3 -
$100 and over 0.1 0.1 - - 0.1 - - 0.8 - 0 .2 0.1 -
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. These percentages relate only to 
those reporting rent paid. Approximately 95 percent of all families is included. 
The 10 counties were found to be very representative of Iowa 
farm communities.19 The areas surveyed were, in 1930, only 
very slightly above the state average with respect to farm in-
come and value of farms and dwellings. Consequently it seems 
safe to assume that insofar as the towns and villages are af-
fected by farm income, data from these 10 counties give a very 
satisfactory picture of housing in towns and villages throughout 
the state. 
No mining counties were included in these 10 counties. Thus, 
the survey of Mystic, in Appanoose County, and the two vil-
lages in Boone County helps round out the picture of housing 
conditions for the state. 
The comparison of wage earners in manufacturing outside of 
cities of 10,000 or more in relation to workers engaged in agri-
culture given in table 5 suggests that the towns surveyed may be 
above the average in manufacturing. Three of the 10 counties 
surveyed are included in the 15 Iowa counties rating highest . 
A contrast of the age distribution of the population in the 
whole state and in the 10 counties shows the latter to have a 
,. See pp. 303-305, "Status of Farm Housing in Iowa." Iowa Agr. Exp. 
Sta. Res. Bu!. 174. 
TABLE 16. AGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION FOR STATE AND FOR 
10 COUNTIES SURVEYED, 1930.* 
Percentage 
Age group 
State Ten counties 
Under 35 53.9 55. 0 
35 to 44 12.3 12.2 
45 to 54 11 .2 10 . 5 
55 to 64 10.1 9.9 
65 to 74 8.2 8 .2 
75 and over 4.3 4 .2 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
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TABLE 17. PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION OF SPECIFIED NATIVITY, URBAN, 
RURAL-FARM AND RURAL-NONFARM, 1930.* 
Ten 
State counties 
surveyed 
Nativity 
Rural- Rural- Rural-
/ All Urban farm nonfarm nonfarm 
Native white 92 . 4 91.0 94.2 91.6 89.0 
Native parentage 68 .7. 68.5 68.8 68.7 61.2 
Foreign or mixed parentage 23.7 22.5 25.3 22.9 27.8 
Foreign-born white 6.7 7.1 5 .7 7.9 10.9 
Negro and other races 0.9 2.0 0.2 0.5 0 . 1 
*Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
slightly higher percentage of people under 35 years than the 
state as a whole. (See table 16.) The likelihood of a relatively 
high proportion of manufacturing in the counties surveyed may 
account to some extent for this difference in age composition. 
The counties surveyed rate somewhat above the total state 
rural-nonfarm population with respect to percentage of for-
eign-born white and those of foreign or mixed parentage. (See 
table 17.) It is not felt, however, that this is a major factor 
affecting housing standards. 20 It probably will not prevent the 
data from being' representative of the whole state. 
20 See Iowa Exp. Sta. Res. But. 174, pp. 366-369, for contrast of farm hous-
ing by nationality groups in Sioux County. 
TABLE 18. PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN POPULATION FROM 1920 TO 1930 FOR 
INCORPORATED TOWNS OF (1) A SELECTED SAMPLE OF STATE AS 
WHOLE AND (2) FOR TOWNS SURVEYED, CLASSIFIED BY 
SIZE OF TOWN.* 
Number towns 
Percentage increase 
in population 
Size of town 
Towns sur-
Sample Surveyed in Sample veyed in 
for state 10 counties for state 10 counties 
Less than 100 16 3 -15.3 -17.7 
100 to 249 82 23 - 3.5 - 2.6 
250 to 499 89 29 - 4.5 - 2 .5 
500 to 749 69 13 - 3.4 - 4.1 
750 to 999 48 6 - 3.8 - 2.7 
1000 to 1499 49 4 - 1.5 - 2,8 
1500 to 2499 44 3 2.7 3.6 
All 81 - 2 . 5t - 2 . 1 
*30urce : Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Only towns incorporated in 1920 
were included. See table 11 for method of selecting sample for state. 
tIncluded are all towns incorporated in 1920 and less than 2500 population in 1930. 
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TABLE 19. THE NUMBER OF I NCORPORATED TOWNS AND NUMBER INCLUDED 
IN THE HOUSING SURVEY BY SIZE OF TOWN. IOWA. 1930. 
Number of incorporated towns 
Percentage of 
Size of town or village incorporated towns 
Included included in survey 
In state in survey 
Less than 100 42 3t 7.1 
100 to 249 222 23* 10.4 
250 to 499 263 29 11.0 
500 to 749 142 13 9.2 
750 to 999 73 6 8.2 
1000 to 1499 70 4 5.7 
1500 to 2499 52 3 5.8 
All 864 81 9.4 
tThere were 33 unincorp)rated villages or non-farm communities of this size which were 
surveyed. 
*There were 13 unincorporated towns of this size surveyed. 
TABLE 20. THE RATIO OF TOWNS AND VILLAGES SURVEYED TO TOTAL TOWNS 
AND VILLAGES IN 10 IOWA COUNTIES CLASSIFIED 
BY POPULATION. 
Number of towns and villages 
in 10 counties Number of town. 
Population in county to 
of towns every town 
Surveyed Total surveyed 
Less than 100 41.00 53 1.3 
100 to 249 35.64 39 1.1 
250 to 499 28.86 35 1.2 
500 to 749 13.00 17 1.3 
750 to 999 5.63 8 1.4 
1000 to 1499 3.55 6 1.7 
1500 to 2499 2.26 4 1.8 
The population change in the towns surveyed is quite similar 
to that for the state as a whole. This is given by size of town 
in table 18. 
Since population is an important factor, especially as it af-
fects certain housing facilities, it is of interest to ask to what 
extent the data present a representative picture of towns of 
various sizes. In table 19 are shown the number of incorpor-
ated towns of specified sizes in the state and the number and 
percentage of these which were included in the survey. Towns 
of 1,000 to 2,499 population in contrast with those 100 to 999 
population are not adequately represented. This fact should 
be borne in mind in interpreting a composite picture of housing 
based on the data of this survey. 
In the composite picture the weighting in favor of the medium 
and small towns is increased by the failure to survey the larger 
towns as (lompletely as the others. A rough estimate has been 
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TABLE 21. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED IN SURVEY TO BE IN CERTAIN 
CONDITION OR TO HA VE SPECIFIED FACILITIES CONTRASTED WITH 
PERCENTAGES FOR THE SAME WEIGHTED ACCORDING TO 
TOTAL NUMBER OF TOWNS OF SPECIFIED SIZE IN 
Items 
Houses 50 years and over 
Foundation good 
Paint good 
Bathroom 
Piped hot water 
10 IOWA COUNTIES. 
Percentage reporting 
Weighted according to 
ratios in table 20 
20.9 
53.1 
28 . 1 
42.8 
32 . 2 
Those included 
in survey 
21.0 
51.5 
27.7 
40 .6 
30.5 
made of the bias thus introduced. In table 20 are given, first, 
the number, including parts, of towns surveyed; second, the 
total number of towns in the counties; and finally, the ratio of 
total towns in the 10 counties to those surveyed. The number 
from which schedules were obtained and those reporting certain 
items were weighted by groups of towns according to these ra-
tios. An estimate was thus made of proportion having certain 
items in all the towns and villages under 2,500 population in the 
10 counties. These estimates are shown in table 21 along with 
TABLE 22. THE MEAN PERCENTAGE AND ITS STANDARD DEVIATION FOR 
SELECTED ITEMS FOR GROUPS OF TOWNS CLASSIFIED 
BY POPULATION.II 
Population of towns 
ItemB 
100 to 249 250 to 499 500 to 749 750 to 999 l000to1499 1500 to 2499 
Number of townB 36 29 13 6 4 3 
House 50 yearB and 
over 24.3±2.7 16 .5±2.7 18.3±3.6 23.3±4.1 21.2±6At 20.4± 9.0t 
Screens, good 43.6±2 .7 47.9±3.0 54.1±3.8 48.2 ±3 .8 56.1±3.5 62 .8± 4.8 
Exterior paint, good 24.0±2.4 26.5±3.0 3~.0±4.7 23.8±5.2 30.0 ±5.8t 34.0 ± 12. 5t 
Bathroom 23.5±2.6 36.0±2.7 43.0±3.1 47 .7 ±6.9 57 .8±4.1 55.9± 1.5 
Piped cold water 21.9±3.5 41.7 ±4.6 54.6±5.3 60.6±4.7 71.8 ±4.2 58.1 ± 3 .0 
Piped hot water 14.3 ±2. 1 24.5±2.4 32 .9±3.1 40.0 ± 6.7 43.2 ± 3.8 45.7± 0.8 
Disposal of sewage, 
surface or none 62.7±3.6 47.8±4.7 43.2±4 . 1 
Piped warm air steam 
34 .5±3.8 23.7±6.4t 27.1 ± 6.1* 
or water furnace 22.6±3.1 33.9±3.0
1 
36.3±3.6
1 
34.6±7.2
1
49.5±4.1 48.5± 3.8 
Mechanical refriger-
tioD 8.8± 1.3 1l .6±1.1 9.6±1.1 1O .3±2. 0 1l .8±0. 4 13.5 ± 4 .0t 
II For all caBeB not specially explained the data are highly significant. . 
tTo be judged highly significant the mean where there are three degrees of freedom must 
be 5.841 times its standard deviation. According to this test these data are on]y significant, 
not highly significant. 
tTo be judged Bignificant the mean where there are two degrees of freedom must be 4.303 
times the standard error. These data are not significant. 
*To be judged highly significant the mean in this case should be 9.925 times the standard 
error. This datum is significant but not highly significant. 
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the actual percentages for those reporting. The general picture 
of housing is not appreciably changed by the weighting, so it is 
felt that the data for houses surveyed give a very satisfactory 
picture of the conditions in the counties surveyed. 
A further check on the representative character of the data 
is presented in table 22. Here are given for selected items the 
mean and its standard deviation of the percentages for the 
towns in each population group. On the basis of these compu-
tations it would seem that the data obtained give a fairly ac-
curate picture of the entire state for all towns except those of 
1,000 to 2,499 in population. For towns 1,500 to 2,499 the data 
are least representative. For this group facts were secured 
from only three towns, and two of these are in one county. 
A composite picture of condition of housing in towns of 1,500 
to 2,499 is likely to be most influenced by bias due to enumera-
tor's judgment, since the judgments of only three enumerators 
are combined. In some of the groups of towns, for example 
those of 100 to 249, the rating of condition was done by 15 
enumerators. ' 
ANALYSIS OF SURVEY DATA 
In analyzing the data obtained on condition and facilities of 
Iowa town and village houses an effort has been made to reveal 
as fully as possible the status of housing and the factors in-
fluencing it. In order to do this the schedules for the 10 coun-
ties have been classified in various ways: (1) By owner and ten-
ant; (2) by size oftown; (3) by county; (4) by change in popu-
lation from 1920 to 1930; (5) by relative importance of indus-
try; (6) by occupation of the head of the household; (7) by age 
of the house. In addition, town and village housing is contrasted 
with that of farms; and housing in Mystic, Appanoose County, 
and selected communities in Boone County is contrasted with 
that in the other 10 counties; 
TOWN AND VILLLAGE HOUSING IN 10 TYPICAL 
AGRICULTURAL COUNTIES 
In these counties data have been obtained from 8,587 fami-
lies: 5,081 or 59.2 percent owned their homes, and 3,506 or 40.8 
were tenants. The proportion of families owning their 
homes shows only a very slight tendency to decrease with in-
crease in size of town. (See table 23.) Towns from 100 to 249 
population are, however, an exception. Ownership is relatively 
low here. Several factory towns are included in this group. In 
Linwood, Scott County, for example, only 3 out of 61 homes are 
owned by their residents. 
Of the families surveyed all except 25 are white. They aver-
age 3.1 persons for owners and 4.0 persons for tenants.21 (See 
21 This is the average of all occupants including lodgers and resident ser-
vants. 
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TABLE 23. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES OWNING THEIR HOMES, CLASSIFIED 
BY SIZE OF TOWNS, 8587 FAMILIES, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
Size of town 
Under 100 
100 to 249 
250 to 499 
500 to 749 
750 to 999 
1000 to 1499 
1500 to 2499 
All 
Percentage ownership 
59.9 
54.3 
61.2 
59.2 
59.3 
59.5 
57.9 
59.2 
table 24.) The average siz0- of family increases slightly with in-
crease in size of town. Among owners the lowest average size is 
in towns under 100; namely, 3.0 persons. In towns 1,500 and 
over it is highest, being 3.4 persons.22 Almost 5 percent of the 
families have lodgers, the percentage increasing with the size 
of town. Only 1 in every 63 owner and 1 in every 83 tenant 
families have a servant living in the home. The percentage hav-
ing servants living in the home increases with the size of town. 
In towns under 100, 0.9 percent of the owners and 1.4 percent 
of the tenants have resident servants. In towns 1,500 and over 
they are reported by 3.8 percent of the owners and 1.8 percent 
of the tenants. 
GENERAL 
TYPE OF DWELLING 
Most of the families, that is about 95 percent, are living in 
one-family dwellings with no rooms used as regular business 
offices or for other similar commercial enterprises. (See table 
25.) About 3 percent live in rooms connected with stores, gar-
ages, hotels or in houses where one or more rooms are used as 
offices. In 31 cases a room or two are given over to post office, 
telephone exchange or doctor's office. About the same number, 
22 This is probably due, at least partially, to the fact that in the larger 
towns less frequently than in the smaller towns young people have to leave 
home to find satisfactory work. 
TABLE 24. NUMBER AND COMPOSITION OF FAMILIES INCLUDED IN~TOWN 
AND VILLAGE HOUSING SURVEY, 10 IOWA COUNTIES.* 
Items 
Number of families 
Average number of persons 
Percentage hav;ng lodgers 
A verage number of lodgers for those baving 
Percentage having servants living in the home 
A verage number of aery-ants for those having 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
All 
8587 
3 .5 
4 . 9 
1.6 
1.4 
1.0 
Owners 
5081 
3.1 
5.0 
1.6 
1.6 
1.0 
Tenants 
3506 
4.0 
4.8 
1.6 
1.2 
1.0 
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TABLE 25. NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES OCCUPYING VARIOUS 
TYPES OF DWELLING, TOWN AND VILLAGE HOUSING SURVEY, 1934. 
Percentage 
Total 
Type of dwelling number 
All Owners Tenants 
------ ---
All families 8585t 100 . 0 100.0 100 .0 
One family in detached house 8121 94.6 96.6 91.6 
One family in private garage 4 * 0 . 1 0.0 
One family not detached house: 
0.4 House with one or two business offices 31 0 . 4 0.4 
Rooms connected with store or other business 202 2 . 4 1.7 3.3 
TRo~~~~~~!:~ !ithll~~:;e or other business 10 0 . 1 * 0 .2 
Duplex 35 0 . 4 0 . 1 0.8 
Two or more apartments 160 1.9 1.0 3.1 
Not detached house, number of families not stated 22 0 . 2 0.1 0.5 
*Lass than 0.1 percent. 
tTwo schedules were lost prior to sorting schedules of this classification, one owner and one 
tenant. 
2.4 percent, are in dwellings occupied by two or more families. 
These included apartments over stores, former one-family resi-
dences made over in two or more apartments, duplexes and 
dwellings originally constructed with three or more apart-
ments.23 
The percentage of families living over stores, garages and in 
other similar conditions is relatively high in the small towns. 
MAIN BUILDING MATERIALS, AGE OF HOUSE, NUMBER OF STORIES 
The typical town and village house is a painted frame struc-
ture. Nearly three-fourths of the houses are of two stories, and 
one in five is 50 or more years old; and nearly three in four were 
built 25 or more years ago. Tenant homes are considerably 
older than those of owners, more are of one story and more are 
unpainted. (See table 26.) 
A comparison of towns of different sizes reveals that the pro-
portion of unpainted houses declines with increase in size of 
town. There are few frame unpainted houses in towns of 250 
or more. The proportion of brick, stone and concrete houses 
has no consistent relation to the size of town. The percentage 
of houses over 50 years old is smallest in towns of 1,500 and 
over.?4 The relatively high proportion of houses under 10 years 
23 In distinguishing between lodgers and people renting an apartment the 
test applied was whether the person or group renting rooms had a separate 
kitchen. If they had, they were looked upon as a separate family; if they did 
not, they were rated as lodgers. A partial report including type of dwelling 
was secured from 87 additional families. These were all living in two or more 
family dwellings. vVhen these were included, 3.a percent of the families were 
found to be in two or more family dwellings. The 1930 census reports 3.4 
percent of the rural-nonfarm families in this group. (In some cases the 
enumerators when interviewing a family living in a two or more family dwell-
ing entered on the schedule all the facts concerning the family interviewed. 
In addition they gave certain facts concerning other families living there but 
did not fill out a schedule for them.) 
•• This Is, undoubtedly, largely due to the fact that two of the three towns 
In this group are in Sioux County where settlement is rather recent. 
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TABLE 26. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES CONSTRUCTED OF CERTAIN BUILDING 
MA TERIALS, OF SPECIFIED AGE AND NUMBER OF STORIES, FOR 8,587 
HOUSES IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS, CLASSIFIED BY 
POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
Items 
Less 
Total Own- Ten- than 100- 250- 500- 1750- 1000- 11500-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
--
---- ------------
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
--
------------
--
--
Building materials used 
Frame, unpainted 2.2 1.7 3.1 5 .2 4 .7 1.5 2 . 5 1.9 0.4 1.3 
Frame, painted 90.6 90.8 90 .2 93.7 87.4 93 .3 89.2 88.3 92 . 5 90.4 
Stucco 3 .5 4 .3 2.5 0.5 3.6 2 .8 2.9 4.3 4.4 5.8 
Brick, stone or concrete 3.6 3 . 1 4 .2 0 .3 4.2 2.5 5 . 1 5 .4 2 .7 2 .5 
Age of house 
Under 10 years 4.6 5.4 3.4 4.4 8 .7 3 .6 2 . 1 4 .5 3.7 6 .7 
10-24 years 23 .8 27 .5 18.3 23.0 21.8 24.1 26 . 8 21.0 22.1 25 .4 
25-491ears 50.7 49 . 4 52 .6 47 .0 44 .2 53.4 51.9 50.9 52.3 50.4 
50 an over years 21.0 17 .8 25.7 25.7 25.3 18 .9 19 .3 23.7 22 .0 17 . 5 
Number of stories 
One 25.5 23.7 28.1 26 .8 37 . 4 24.6 20.7 21.6 16 . 1 32.3 
More than one 74 .5 76 .3 71.9 73 .2 62.6 75.4 79 .3 78 .3 83.8 67.7 
Telephone 46.4 53.4 36.4 38.8 35 .5 50.4 45.5 44.0 48 . 3 57 .6 
of age in towns of 100 to 249 population is due in a large meas-
ure to company built houses in several towns. About 10 percent 
of the tenant homes in towns of 100 to 249 population are under 
10 years of age. 
PRESENT ROOMS AND THOSE WANTED 
Owner homes average 6.6 rooms and those of tenants 6.0. Ten-
ants more frequently than owners have rooms not in use. Al-
most all houses have at least a bedroom, living room and kitch-
en. Approximately three in four have a dining room, and two 
in five have a bathroom. Most houses have one porch and 
many have two. Tenant homes are distinctly below those of 
owners in the proportion having sun porch, bathroom and dining 
room. Tenants less frequently than owners have storage space 
for fruits and vegetables. 
Many families report that closets and bathrooms are wanted. 
Those having a bathroom plus those wanting one constitute only 
59.4 percent of owners and 49.4 percent of the tenants. Storage 
space for fruits and vegetables and basements are wanted by a 
number of families. 
An increase in size of town brings an increase in percentage 
of homes having bathrooms. The proportion having washrooms, 
dining rooms, closets and basements also increases with size of 
town. (See fig . 7 and table 27.) 
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Fig. 7. Percentage of owner and tenant families having bathrooms in 
towns of different sizes, 10 Io\va counties, 1934. 
CONDITION OF HOUSE 
rrable 28 shows the condition of certain parts of all houses 
classified by owner and tenant and also the condition of those 
needing and not needing to be replaced. The three items most 
frequently reported to be in good condition are chimney, ex-
terior walls and roof. Exterior paint, insulation and screens 
are the poorest. Only 18 percent of the tenant homes are judged 
to have good paint, 20 percent to have good insulation and 40 
percent good screens. 25 (See fig. 8.) 
Chimneys and roof are the only two parts reported to be in 
good condition, for at least 10 percent of the houses reported 
need replacement. For tenant houses in this group more than 
60 percent are reported to have poor foundations, exterior 
paint, floors and interior walls. For all houses reported, need 
for new installation is highest for paint, screens and roof. Need 
for repair is highest for interior walls and ceilings, doors, win-
dows and foundations. 
A general measure of good condition can be obtained by add-
ing together all the" goods. "26 This index is shown in table 29. 
25 The relative condition of the various parts is much alike for both the 
farm houses and those in towns and villages. See Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. 
Bul. 174, p. 313. 2. Stairs were omitted from this index because they are reported by only 83 
percent of the families. Many one-story houses have no stairs. Where base-
ment stairs occur, the families in some cases failed to report on ' their condi-
tion. Only 80 percent reported on insulation, but families not reporting on 
condition might well be included in those reporting poor condition of insula-
tion, since such houses were considered to have none. 
87 
TABLE 27. PERCENT'AGE OF FAMILIES HAVING AND WANTING CERTAIN 
ROOMS, 8,587 HOUSES, IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS, CLASSIFIED 
BY POPULATION, IN 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
1 1 1 1 
Less 1100-1250-1500-1750-11000-11500-Total Own- Ten- than 249 ' 499 749 999 1499 2499 
ers ants 100 . 
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
All rooms in house: 
Average number 6 . 4 6.6 6.0 5.9 5.9 6.4 6.6 6 . 4 6.8 6 . 3 
Having rooms not in use 7.5 5.6 10.3 6.8 8.2 6.6 9.0 9.2 9.9 2.1 
Average number not in use 1.8 1.7 1.9 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.9 1.9 2 . 1 
Bedrooms 
Average number for those 
having 3.0 3.1 2.8 2 .8 2.7 3 .0 3.1 2 . 9 3.3 3.0 
Wanting additional 4.3 3.2 5.9 7.7 6.9 4.4 3.8 4.3 2.5 2.0 
Average number wanted 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.5 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.2 
Living rooms 
Having 97.1 98.4 95.3 93.4 95.4 97.5 98.3 96.9 98.2 98.4 
Wanting 0.5 0.2 0.8 0.8 1.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0 .3 0.0 
Dining rooms 
Having 78.5 83.0 71.9 62.0 67.0 79.1 81.8 79.1 85.7 86.9 
. Wanting 0.9 0.5 1.5 2.2 0.8 1.5 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.0 
Kitchens 
99.5 Having 99.5 99.4 99.7 98.9 99.6 99.5 99.3 99.8 100.0 
Workrooms 
Having 31.0 31.2 30.7 30.9 29.8 33.2 35.5 36.6 26.4 17 .7 
Wanting 1.0 0.8 1.3 0.0 1.6 1.0 1.3 1.3 1.0 0 .0 
Washrooms 
Having 6.6 7.5 5.4 6.8 4.8 5.8 6.7 7.1 8.2 9.1 
Wanting 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0 . 0 
Bathrooms 
Having 40.6 47.5 30.8 20.8 22.4 36.2 42.5 49.0 57.4 55.7 
Wanting 14.7 11 .9 18.6 21.6 21.5 18.8 11.6 14.5 9.5 3.0 
Halls 
Having 56.2 61.0 49.2 46.2 37.0 57.5 59.7 59.2 69.0 61.6 
Basements 
Having 78.3 82.6 72.0 67.5 65.0 80.2 86.2 79.0 85.6 74.2 
Wanting 3.2 2.1 4.8 2.5 6.5 2.7 1.9 3.3 5.6' 0.2 
Closets 
Having 83.7 86.3 80.0 74.0 76.8 83.8 84.6 84.5 89.4 89.0 
Average for those having 2.8 3.0 2.5 2.4 2.4 2.7 2 .8 2.8 3.3 3.4 
Wanting 16.4 12.9 21.6 23.8 23.1 16.7 16.0 17.3 . 13.0 6.9 
Average for those wanting 2.0 1.9 2.0 2.0 1.9 2 . 0 1.8 2.1 2.0 1.9 
Sunporch 
Having 8.7 11.3 4.8 9.8 4.7 9.0 8.6 11.5 8.8 9.8 
Wanting 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.4 0.8 1.0 0.2 2.7 0.9 0.0 
Other front or side porch 
Having 80.3 81.7 78.4 64.8 74.7 78.9 85.4 79.6 87.1 82.9 
Wanting 1.6 1.3 2.1 1.9 3.1 1.6 0.7 1.8 2.0 0 . 2 
Back porch 
68.6 Having 64.9 65.9 63.5 53 .0 62.6 65.1 66.3 67.2 63.7 
Wanting 1.9 1.6 2.4 1.6 3.3 2.2 0.9 2.3 2.7 0.1 
Storage space-fruit and 
vegetables 
Having 88.5 91.3 84.4 80.3 81.4 87.3 92.8 89.2 91.2 93.2 
Wanting 4.1 2.7 6.2 7.1 11.7 3.2 0.7 2.3 3.6 3.5 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
No general relationship appears to exist between the size of 
town and condition of house. The difference between towns in 
regard to condition of house seems to depend largely upon the 
percentage of families in the unskilled occupational group. Fig-
ure 9 presents a scatter diagram of the rel ationship for groups 
of towns of the percentage of tenant families in the unskilled 
group: (1) To an index measure of good condition of tenant 
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TABLE 28. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES WITH DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE HOUSE 
REPORTED TO BE OF SPECIFIED CONDITION, 8,587 HOUSES IN 
VILLAGES AND TOWNS: (1) THOSE NOT NEEDING RE-
PLACEMENT; (2) THOSE NEEDING REPLACE-
MENT, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
I 
Those no(needing Those needing 
Items All houEes replacement replacement 
Number in each group I Total lo wner lTenant 8587 5081 3506 Total lowner lTenant 8027 4885 3142 Total lownerlTenant 560 196 364 
Foundations 
Present condition 
Good 51.5 60.4 38.6 54.8 62 .5 42.9 4.5 8.7 2.2 
Fair 34.3 30.2 40.2 35.0 30.4 42.1 24.5 26.5 23.4 
Poor 13.7 9.0 20.5 9.8 6.8 14.5 68.8 63.3 71.7 
Repairs or alterations 
needed 20.6 17.9 24.4 20.4 17.7 24.7 22.5 22.4 22.5 
Replacement or new in· 
stallation needed 
9 .9 6.6 14.6 6.7 4 . 7 9.7 55.5 52.6 57.1 
Exterior Walls 
Present condition 
Good 65.5 73 . 1 54.5 69.7 75.8 60.1 6.3 6.1 6.3 
Fair 29.2 23.6 37.3 27 . 6 22.3 35.8 52.5 56.6 50.3 
Poor 5.3 3.3 8.2 2 .8 1.9 4 . 1 41.3 37.2 43.4 
Repairs or alterations 
needed 12.9 10 . 3 16 . 6 11.2 9.3 14.2 36.3 34 . 2 37.4 
Replacement or new in-
stallation needed 3.4 2.4 4.9 1.6 1.2 2.3 28.8 30.6 27.7 
Roof 
Present condition 
Good 58.7 62.5 53.3 61.4 64.2 57.0 20.7 19.4 21.4 
Fair 28 . 2 26.9 30.1 28.0 26.5 30 .3 31.8 37.8 28.6 
Poor 13.0 10.6 16.6 10.6 9.3 12.7 47 .5 42 . 9 50 . 0 
Repairs or alteratioDs 
needed 16.4 15.4 17 .8 16.0 15 . 1 17 .3 22 . 1 22.4 22.0 
Replacement or new in-
stallation needed 14.6 13.3 16.4 12.7 12.1 13.6 41.6 43 . 4 40.7 
Chimneys 
Present condition 
Good 82.9 87.7 76.0 85.6 88.9 80.3 45.2 57.1 38.7 
Fair 14.0 10.4 19 . 1 12.5 9.5 17.0 35.9 32 . 7 37.6 
Poor 3.1 1.8 4 . 9 2.0 1.5 2.7 18.9 10.2 23.6 
Repairs or alterations 
needed 6.8 5.2 9.2 5.9 5.0 7.4 19.3 10 . 2 24.2 
Replacement or Dew in-
stallation needed 2.2 1.3 3.5 1.4 1.1 1.8 14 .5 8.2 17 . 9 
DOOTS and windows 
Present condition 
Good 57.3 66.4 44.1 60 .9 68 . 9 48 . 4 6 . 3 4.6 7.1 
Fair 35.2 29.6 43.2 34.5 28.6 43.7 44.6 · 55.1 39.0 
Poor 7 . 6 4.0 12.7 4 . 7 2.6 7.9 49.1 40.3 53 .8 
Repairs or alterations 
needed 20.9 17.1 26.3 19.7 16 .3 25.1 37.3 38.3 36.8 
Replacement or new in-
stallation needed 5.5 3.0 9.2 3.4 1.7 6.0 35 . 7 34.2 36.5 
Screens 
Present condition 
Good 50.8 58.1 40.1 53.6 60.0 43.7 9.6 9.7 9.6 
Fair 34.3 32.0 37.7 34.1 31.6 38.0 37.9 42.9 35.2 
Poor 14.6 9.8 21.5 12.0 8.3 17.9 50.9 47.4 52.7 
Repairs or alterations 
needed 14 .8 13.8 16.4 14 .6 13.6 16.0 18.9 17 . 9 19.5 
Replacement or ne.w in-
stallation needed 20.1 15.1 27.3 17 .8 13 .5 24.4 53.8 55.6 52.7 
Paint, exterior 
Present condition 
Good 27.7 34.1 18.3 29.4 35.5 20.1 2.5 1.5 3.0 
Fair 40 .4 39.5 41.6 41.9 40.3 44 .3 19.1 20 . 9 18.1 
Poor 26.3 21.2 33.7 23.6 19 .7 29.6 65.2 59.2 68.4 
Repairs needed 13.0 12.2 14 . 1 13.1 12 .3 14.4 10.4 8.2 11.5 
Replaoement needed 38.1 33.7 44.5 35.6 32.1 41.2 73.8 74.5 73.4 
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TABLE 28. (CONTINUED) 
All houses 
Those not needing 
replacement 
Those needing 
replacement 
Number in each group 
Total jownerjTenant 
8587 5081 3506 Total lowner jTenant Total lowner lTenant 8027 4885 3142 560 196 364 
Interior walls and ceiling 
Present oondition 
Good 53 . 0 60.7 41.8 56.3 62 . 9 46.1 5 . 4 5.6 5.2 
Fair 36 .8 32.9 42 .5 36 . 9 32.5 43 . 6 36 . 1 41.3 33 . 2 
Poor 10 . 1 6.3 15 . 6 6 .8 4 . 5 10 .3 58.4 53 . 1 61.3 
Repairs needed 25.2 21.4 30 . 7 24 . 1 20 . 6 29 . 5 41.1 41.8 40 . 7 
Replacement needed 7.5 5 . 1 11.2 5.4 3 .8 7 . 7 38. 8 35.2 40 . 7 
Floors 
Present condition 
Good 51.2 60 . 2 38 . 1 54 . 5 62 . 5 42 . 1 3 .8 4 . 1 3 . 6 
Fair 37.9 33 . 2 44 . 7 38 .2 33 . 0 46 . 2 33.4 37 . 2 31.3 
Poor 10.9 6 . 6 17 . 2 7 . 3 4 .5 11 . 6 62 . 9 58 . 7 65 . 1 
Repairs needed 18 .0 14 .0 23 . 9 17 . 8 14 . 0 23 . 7 21.4 13 .8 25 . 5 
Replacement needed 10 . 2 7 . 3 14.5 7 . 3 5 .5 10 .2 52 . 1 52 . 6 51.9 
Stairs 
Present condition 
Good 58 . 6 65.4 48 . 7 62 . 0 67 . 6 53 . 2 9 . 5 9 . 7 9 . 3 
Fair 20 .5 17 . 2 25 . 2 19 . 7 16 . 5 24 . 7 32 . 1 35 .7 30.2 
Poor 3 . 7 1.9 6 . 3 2 . 3 1.3 3 .8 23 . 9 16 . 3 28 .0 
Repairs needed 6 . 5 5 . 0 8 . 7 5. 9 4 . 6 7 . 9 14 . 5 12 .8 15.4 
Replacement needed 2 . 7 1.4 4 .5 1.6 0 . 9 2. 8 17 . 3 14.3 19 . 0 
Insulation 
Present condition 
Good 30 . 0 36 . 8 20 . 0 31.8 38 . 1 22.1 3 . 2 5.6 1.9 
Fair 39 .8 39 . 0 40 .8 40 .8 39 . 5 42 .8 25 . 0 27 . 6 23.6 
. Poor 10.3 7 . 2 14 . 8 7 . 9 5 . 8 11 . 1 45 . 5 43 . 9 46.4 
Repairs needed 4 . 5 4 .0 5 . 2 4.3 3 .8 5 . 1 6 . 6 7 . 1 6 . 3 
Replacement needed 7 . 5 5 .2 10 . 9 5 .8 4.2 8 . 3 31.8 30 . 1 32 . 7 
Replacement of house 
needed 6 . 5 3 . 9 10.4 100 . 0 100 . 0 100 . 0 
houses ; and (2) to an index measure of good condition for all 
houses. In the first case the correlation is -.73; and in the sec-
ond, _.77.27 That is, the higher the proportion of unskilled 
tenant families the lower the index measure of good condition 
not only for tenant houses but for all houses. 
Scatter diagrams r eveal no high degree of association be-
tween the index of good condition and the percentage of any 
other occupational group, nor is the correlation so high when 
the condition for all houses is related to the percentage of all 
unskilled in the groups of towns. It is not the intention to sug-
gest that the presence of a relatively large proportion of un-
skilled among tenant families results in lowering of the condi-
tion of the house for all; but rather that the influences which 
bring to towns a large proportion of unskilled workers who do 
not become owners result in a relatively poor housing standard 
for the community.28 
.7 According to s t a.nda.rd tables for judg ing the s ignificance of a correla-
tion, a correla tion numerically less tha n .75 is n ot judged significant when 
there a r e only 7 pa irs of observed va lues. A correla tion of .87 is highly sig-
nificant. 
2 8 There is a very c lose r elations hip be tween con d ition of owner a nd t en a nt 
homes In the v a rious g r oups of towns. 
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Fig. 8. Percentage of houses reported to have certain parts in good con-
dition (8,587 houses, 10 counties, Iowa, 1934). 
WATER SUPPLY 
Slightly more than two in every five owners and one in every 
three tenants have village- or town-piped water.29 Deep wells 
are more common than shallow. Nearly three-quarters of the 
owners and nearly two-thirds of the tenants have cisterns. Over 
2. In some cases the town piped water was carried from a street hydrant 
or a neighbor's home. 
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Fig. 9. Scatter diagram showing relationship of percentage of unskilled 
heads of households among tenant families to index of good condition for (1) 
tenant houses and (2) all houses, for seven groups of towns classified by size, 
10 counties, Iowa, 1934. 
one-half the owners and nearly two-thirds of the tenants carry 
water an average distance of 82 feet. Nearly one-half of the 
families have piped cold water, and less than one-third have 
piped hot. Owners much more frequently than tenants have 
piped hot water. Only 57 percent of the families either have 
piped cold water or express a desire for it; for piped hot water, 
the proportion is 41 percent. (See table 30.) 
Difference in water supply according to size of town is very 
marked. This- is clearly brought out in fig. 10. Except for a 
relatively low proportion in towns of 1,500 to 2,499 population, 
TABLE 29. INDEX OF GOOD CONDITION OF 8,587 TOWN AND VILLAGE HOUSES, 
CLASSIFIED BY OWNER AND TENANT, AND' BY SIZE OF 
TOWNS, IOWA, 1934.* 
All 
Percentage by 
wbich index of 
Population of town families Owners T~DantB owners exceeds 
that of tenants 
Under 100 50 .9 56.2 43.0 30.7 
100 to 249 45.3 52.8 36 . 1 46.3 
250 to 499 50.1 56.9 39 ,3 44.8 
500 to 749 56.1 62.9 46.1 36.4 
750 to 999 50.7 58.5 39.3 48.9 
1000 to 1499 56.4 62.9 46.9 34 . 1 
1500 to 2499 64.1 72 . 5 52.3 38.6 
*Stairs are omitted. The percentages of all other parts reported to be in good condition 
were added and averaged. 
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TABLE 30. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN SOURCES AND 
MEANS OF CONVEYING WATER FOR 8,587 HOUSES IN VILLAGES 
AND TOWNS CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION, 
10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.** 
All towns Population of towns 
Less 
Total Own- Ten- 100- 100 250- 500- 750- 1000- 1500-
ers ants than 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
----------
----
- - ----
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
----
--
------- - --
--
Source of water 
Village or town piped water 
Have now 40.4 43 . 1 36.4 1.9 8 .3 32.4 46 . 1 61.3 72 . 5 54.5 
New installation wanted 3 .0 2.2 4 . 1 0.5 1.0 3 .4 4 . 1 5.4 2 . 5 1.3 
Well on lot--deep 
Ha.ve DOW 40 .8 43 . 1 37.5 60 .7 53.4 45 .9 35.3 38.9 21.1 34 .2 
New installation wanted 2.7 2.0 3.7 3 .6 5.7 3.8 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.1 
Well on lot-shallow 
Have now 11. 6 11 .5 11.8 9.8 13 .6 13.6 10 .8 8.3 11 .3 10 .0 
New installation wanted 0.2 0.1 0 .3 0.0 0.4 0.3 0.0 0 . 1 0 . 4 0.1 
Use town or neighbor's well 
Have DOW 15 .0 11 .2 20.6 26.8 27.9 16.7 14 . 1 7.6 3 .2 10 . 1 
Cistern 
Have now 70.4 73.8 65.4 59.0 58.1 67.4 82.5 58.5 77 .7 83 .4 
New installation wanted 9 . 1 7.7 11.2 17.2 14 .7 10.4 4.8 9 . 1 1.7 4 .3 
Means of conveying water 
Carry water 
Doing BO 57.8 54.4 62.7 85.8 82.3 65.2 53.9 42 .0 33 .9 42 .7 
Average distance carried 
(feet) * 81.6 61.5 106.9 142 .2 106 .4 57 .2 58.8 47 . 3 40.7 61.8 
Hand pump in dwelling 
33 . 1 Have now 34 . 5 35.1 33.7 31.1 27.2 34.5 36.3 33.4 45.8 
New installation wanted 4.7 3.5 6.5 1.9 6 . 5 7 .5 5.3 1.8 2 .6 0 .7 
Piped cold water 
Have DOW 47.3 52.3 40.2 19.4 21.2 41.2 53.5 62 . 1 71.0 59.1 
New installation wanted 9.3 7.8 11 .6 10 . 1 13 .0 14 .2 8 . 6 6 .8 4.3 0 . 8 
Piped hot water 
Have DOW 30.5 36 .9 21.3 14 .2 13.7 25 .0 32 .7 40 .7 43.5 46.0 
New installation wanted 10.3 8.4 13.0 9.6 10.6 14.4 9.5 10.9 9 .7 1.2 
** Averages in bold faced type. 
. *One family in a town of less than 100 population reported water carried 9 mil.s (col. 4). 
When this case is included the averaged distance water is carried for this group is 294 feet. 
the larger the size of towns the higher is the percentage of peo-
ple having piped cold water.30 In the case of piped hot water 
there is a consistent rise in the percentage reporting; and the 
difference between the owner and tenant families is very strik-
ing. 
The percentage of towns having a water system and the per-
centage of families in the~e towns reporting the use of town 
piped water are presented in table 31. The latter is also shown 
in fig. 11.- With increase in size of towns there is a steady in-
crease in percentage of towns having a water system. There is, 
however, no consistent relationship between size of town and 
30 In towns or 750 to 999 population the p ercentage reporting piped cold 
water is slightly less tha n that for piped t own water. The town water need 
not be piped to the house to be checked as the source of f a mily water supply. 
Rock Valley, Sioux County, is the only t own where the number having city 
water exceeded the number h aving piped cold: ·673 reported city water and 
only 659 piped cold. 
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TABLE 31. PERCENTAGE OF TOWNS HAVING TOWN PIPED WATER SYSTEM, 
AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES IN THESE TOWNS USING THE 
SYSTEM, BY POPULATION OF TOWN, IOWA, 1934. 
Towns Families 
Having town Number in- Dains town 
piped water cluded in pipe water 
Burvey inl.n 
Population Number towns which 
of town included have town 
in survey Number Percentage piped water Number Percentage 
Under 100 41 1* 2.4 16 7 43.8 
100 to 249 36 4 11.1 154 109 70.8 
250 to 499 29 16 55.2 1278 750 58.7 
500 to 749 13 11 84.6 1425 771 54.1 
750 to 999 6 6 100 .0 1044 640 61.3 
1000 to 1499 4 4 100.0 928 673 72.5 
1500 to 2499 3 3 100.0 946 516 54.5 
All towns 132 45 34.1 5791 3466 59 .9 
*Town, Maysville, Scott County. 
the percentage of people within that town using the town 
system. 
As might be expected, the percentage of families reporting 
the use of town water varies greatly for towns of approximately 
the same size. Among the towns of 250 to 749 population, for 
example, 32 percent of the families in Urbana reported the use 
of town piped water and 96 percent in Walcott. Similar differ-
ences exist among towns of 100 to 249 population: 50 percent 
of the families in Dixon used town piped water and 100 percent 
in Kelley. 
These variations suggest great differences in sanitary condi-
tions, in community enterprise with respect to pro .. iding a town 
water supply and also in the ease with which a goo,d town water 
supply can be provided. 
KITCHEN SINK WITH DRAIN 
More families have kitchen sink with drain than have piped 
cold water, 64.0 percent in contrast with 47.0 percent. About 
78 percent of the owners and 71 percent of the tenants either 
have a sink or express a desire for one. The percentage having 
sinks is shown in fig. 12 for towns of various sizes. In the larger 
towns a higher percentage have sinks than in smaller towns, ex-
cept in the case of the tenant families in largest towns and 
for towns 100 to 249 population. (See table 32.) 
TOILET FACILITIES 
About 39 percent of the families have either an indoor flush 
or a chemical toilet, and approximately 58 percent have only an 
unimproved outdoor toilet. In very few cases are families pro-
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Fig. 10. Percentage of families r eporting certain water supply facilities in 
towns of different sizes, 10 counties, Iowa, 1934. 
vided with an improved out-of-door toilet. 31 A relatively large 
proportion of families state that a flush toilet is wanted. The 
increase in flush toilets with increase in size of towns is shown 
on fig. 12. In the smaller towns more families report bathtubs 
than flush toilets; in the larger towns there are more flush 
toilets than bathtubs.32 
For towns of less than 250 population table 33 shows the per-
centage of homes where outdoor privy is a specified distance 
from the well. In towns of less than 100, about 18 percent of 
31 Define ';. as one having a fiy-tight receptacle with provision for periodic 
removal of waste. 
82 Noteworthy is Shelby, in Shelby County, a town reporting a population 
of 617 in 1930. The town council passed an ordinance in May, 1934, abolish-
ing all outdoor toilets; 47 percent of the families surveyed reported fiush toI-
lets, and 31 percent reported tha t new installation was wanted. The per-
centage wanting is much above the average for towns in this population group. 
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the outdoor prIVIeS reported by owners are less than 50 feet 
from a well; for tenants the proportion is 33 percent. 
BATHROOM FIXTURES 
Approximately 40 percent of the families report bathrooms; 
36 percent, tubs and lavatories. The expressed desire for new 
fixtures is much greater among tenants than among owners. 
DISPOSAL OF SEW AGE 
The disposal of sewage is a much more serious problem in 
towns or villages than on farms. In these Iowa towns and vil-
lages less than one-fourth of the families are provided with a 
town or village sewage system. Septic tanks and cesspools are 
used by 27 percent; 11 percent have a drain discharging sewage 
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Fig. 11. P ercenta ge of families r eporting use of town piped water in 
towns h a ving a town system, 10 counties, Iowa, 1934. (The numbers in 
parentheses indica t e the number of towns in ea ch group having a water 
system.) 
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TABLE 32. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING KITCHEN SINK WITH 
DRAIN. TOILET FACILITIES. BATHROOM FIXTURES AND DISPOSAL 
OF SEWAGE IN 8.587 HOUSES IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS. 
CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION. 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES. 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
I
Total\ow n- \ Ten- I fh:~ \ 100- \250-]500-\750-\1000-\1500-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
Kitchen sink with drain 
Have now 63.6 68.8 56.0 50.0 45.5 61.0 66 . 1 70.9 76.3 75.2 
New installation wanted 11. 9 9.4 15.5 16 .9 23.3 12.9 8 .6 10.5 6.3 4.4 
Toilet facilities* 
Improved outdoor toilet 
· Have now 3.7 4.2 3.0 1.6 4.3 3 .2 4.9 5.0 1.1 4.1 
New installation wanted 0.4 0 .3 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.1 0 . 4 0 .6 0.1 1.0 
Unimproved outdoor toilet 
I Have now 65 .2 60.3 72.3 86.3 82.6 74 .7 65 .6 50.3 47.5 42.6 1 New installation wanted 0 .7 0.4 1.1 1.9 1.4 0.9 0 .7 0.3 0 . 2 0.0 
;Indoor chemical toilet 
Have now 0.6 0.6 0.4 1.1 0 . 4 1.2 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.2 
· New installation wanted 0 . 1 0 . 1 0 . 1 0 .3 0.1 0 . 2 0.0 0.1 0 .0 0 .0 
Indoor flush toilet 
· Have now 38 .2 44 .1 29.7 16.4 16 .6 30.8 40.0 49 . 6 59.3 58 .6 
New installation wanted 15 .9 13.5 19.5 16.1 20 . 9 22.0 13.9 12 .6 9.9 7.3 
Bathroom fixtures 
Tub 
Have now 36.6 42 .9 27.4 17.8 18 .5 31.6 38.6 45.2 52.8 52.3 
New installation wanted 16.9 14 . 1 20.8 17 .5 23.1 21.6 13 .6 16 .5 11. 5 7.6 
Shower 
Have now 2.3 3.1 1.2 0 .3 1.0 2 .3 1.7 3.0 3 . 2 4 . 4 
New installation wanted 2.2 2.0 2 .5 3.0 1.6 2.4 0 .4 6 .3 2.8 0.4 
Lavatory 
Have now 35.6 41.7 26.7 17 .2 17 . 4 30.3 37.0 44.3 52.8 51.9 
New installation wanted 16.4 13 .9 20.0 15 .0 22.4 21. 7 13 . 8 14 .8 11 .2 7.4 
Disposal of sewage 
Town or village sewage 
disposal 
Have now 23.5 25.8 20.3 1.4 2.6 13.7 15 . 4 38.9 49 . 4 57 . 5 
New installation wanted 3.0 2.4 3.8 0.0 1.4 2.8 3 .3 3 .3 5.2 3 .7 
Septic tank 
Have now 9.6 11. 9 6.2 10.7 7 .9 13 .7 11 .4 8.3 7.7 1.8 
New installation wanted 8 .2 7.3 9.6 7.9 11. 9 14.2 6 .3 6 .8 1.3 0.1 
Cesspool 
Have now 17.4 18 .8 15 .4 19 .9 16 .8 15 .8 25.8 14.5 12 . 7 14 .3 
New installation wanted 2.5 2.0 3.1 1.6 4 .7 4.4 2.0 0.3 0.3 0 .3 
Stream 
Have now 4.9 5.2 4.6 7.9 6.6 6.0 3.2 5.5 5.6 0.5 
New installation wanted 1.4 1.1 1.8 2.7 5.6 0.4 0.1 1.5 1.1 0.0 
Surface 
Have now 11.2 10.7 12 .0 8.7 10.3 17.2 13 .9 7.4 4.3 5 .3 
*The percentage reporting the different types of toilets equals 107.7. This is due to the fact 
that Borne families having a flush or chemical toilet also report the use of an unimproved out-
door toilet. . 
on the surface and 33 percent report all waste water carried 
from the house, in which case it is presumably thrown on the 
surface somewhere near the occupant's house and in many cases 
not far from a neighbor's. 
Sewage disposal in different sized towns is shown in 'table 32. 
The percentage having town sewage rises sharply with larger 
population. Among owners the percentage having septic tanks 
does not begin to fall until the towns are 500 and over in popu-
{ 
97 
lation. Cesspools are quite important in towns of 500 to 749. 
Figure 13 shows clearly the lag of tenant homes behind those of 
owners and the large proportion of homes in the various towns 
where all sewage is disposed of on the surface. 
The percentage of towns having sewage disposal systems and 
the percentage of families in these towns reporting that they 
are used are shown in table 34. There is a fairly consistent 
. tendency for the percentage using town sewage system, in 
towns having one, to increase with the size of town.33 
33 The one village under 100 population reporting town sewage disposal is 
Maysville, Scott County. Here the sewage system is owned by one of the 
town residents. He collects rent from those who use it. 
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TABLE 33. PERCENTAGE OF OUTDOOR PRIVIES A SPECIFIED DISTANCE FROM 
WELL IN TOWNS OF LESS THAN 250 POPULATION, 
10 lOW A COUNTIES, 1934. 
Population of)owns 
Distance of well Owners Tenants from privy (feet) 
Les(than 100 100 to 249 Less than 100 100 to 249 
Number of privies 183 131 601 522 
1 - 24 3 .8 1.3 14.5 3.1 
25 - 49 31.7 14 .0 18 .3 12.3 
50 - 74 32.2 30.9 19 . 1 31.0 
75 - 99 17 .5 18 .3 9.2 22 .6 
100 - 149 20.7 21.1 19 . 1 17 .2 
150 - 199 4.4 7 .5 6 .9 5.7 
200 - 299 6.6 4.0 6.1 4.4 
300 - 499 - 2.3 3 . 1 2.9 
500 -1000 1.1 0.5 3.8 0.8 
All 100 .0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
LIGHTING FACILITIES 
Of the families surveyed 178 are living in 21 small villages 
where no one reported power line.34 In those towns which the 
power line had reached, 90 percent of the families report having 
it. A few families have their own electric plant.35 Almost one 
.. In not one of the towns under 100 surveyed in Davis or Madison coun-
ties did any family report power line. 
'oo r------------------------------------------------------------, 
Owne~s 
I 
Tenants 
I st~eam ::.',' .. : Cess Pool septic Tonk. 
Town SlJstem 
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Fig. 13. Percentage of families reporting sewage disposal by town sewage 
system, septic tank, cesspool and stream, by size of town, 10 counties, Iowa, 
1934. 
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TABLE 34. PERCENTAGE OF TOWNS HAVING SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM AND 
PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES IN THESE TOWNS USING THE 
£YSTEM, BY POPULATION OF TOWN, IOWA, 1934. 
Towns Families 
Population Having town Number in-
Using town 
eluded in sewage where of town Number sewage survey in system available included towns which in survey have town 
Ipercentage Number Percentage sewage system Number 
Under 100 41 1 2.4 16 5 31.3 
100 to 249 36 4 11 .1 153 34 22.2 
250 to 499 29 11 37 . 9 804 317 39.4 
500 to 749 13 7 53.8 904 258 28 .5 
750 to 999 6 4 66 . 7 760 400 53.4 
1000 to 1499 4 3 75 .0 747 458 61.3 
1500 to 2499 3 3 100.0 946 544 67.5 
All town. 132 33 26 .0 4330 2022 46 .7 
family in every seven reports the use of kerosene or gasoline 
lamps. The use of these declines fairly steadily with increase 
in size of town. Several families having power line connections 
report that they are not at present using electricity. 
HEATING FACILITIES 
Stoves are the most common means of heating. When circu-
lating heaters are included with stoves, 57 percent of the dwell-
ings are heated this way. Slightly more than two-fifths of the 
owners and one-fourth of the tenants have piped warm air, 
steam or water furnace. The percentage having piped warm 
air, water or steam in towns of various sizes is shown in table 
35 and fig. 14. The increase in proportion with greater size of 
towns drops off for the tenant houses in towns of 100 to 249 and 
750 to 999 population. In both these groups the percentage of 
families in the unskilled group is relatively high. 
REFRIGERATION AND COOKING FACILITIES 
Approximately 45 percent of the families have either ice or 
mechanical refrigerators or express a desire for one of these. 36 
(See table 36.) The other families are at least reasonably con-
tent with such special arrangements as cooling with running or 
evaporating water, dumb waiter to basement, cave, well, special 
arrang'emellt in basement or feel that they can get along satis-
factorily without ice or mechanical refrigeration. 37 
The larger the town the higher is the percentage of families 
8. The 47 families reporting power plants lived in 23 towns and villages. 3. Mechanical refrigeration includes electric, gas, kerosene or chemical re-
frigerators. 
a7 Enumerators were instructed to include as "Other special arrangement" 
cooling with running or evaporating water, dumb waiter to b asement, spring 
house or special basement arrangement for food, One enumerator, at least, 
appears, however, to have included as special arrangement any basement or 
cellar facilities, Consequently, the proportion reporting "other special ar-
rangement" is unduly high. 
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TABLE 35. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN LIGHTING 
AND HEATING FACILITIES IN 8,587 HOUSES IN VILLAGES AND 
TOWNS, CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION, 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES, 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
Less 
Total Own- Ten- than lOO- 250- 500- 750- lOOO- 1500-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
----------
--
------
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
Lighting facilities 
Kerosene or gasoline lamps 14.8 11 .5 19.6 48.4 24.0 13.2 11.1 13.6 9 .2 6.3 
Acetylene lamps 0 . 01 0 .02 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 
Piped gas 0.1 0.1 0.0 0 .3 0 .0 0.0 0 . 0 0.2 0.0 0 . 1 
Electric home plant . 
Have now 0 . 5 0.6 0.5 6 .0 0.8 0.4 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 
Want new installation 0.1 0 . 1 0.1 2.2 0 .2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Power line ... . 
Have now 88.3 89.9 86.1 48.6 78.9 91.2 92.9 91.3 93.0 93.8 
Want new installation 1.3 1.0 1.6 3 .0 3.0 1.3 0.2 2.0 0.2 0.1 
Heating facilities 
Fireplaces 
1.9 Have now 2.4 1.2 0.0 1.0 1.4 1.2 3.6 0.9 5.8 
Want new installation . 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 . 0 . 1 0 . 0 1.1 0 .3 0.0 
Stoves 
Have now 45.4 38.1 55.9 59.6 57.8 48.3 40.4 46.4 31.9 36.4 
Want new installation 0.5 0.3 0.8 0 . 3 1.1 0 .3 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.0 
Circulating heater 
14 . 0 Have now 13.9 14.1 15.6 14.7 14.2 15.4 12.2 13.4 12.2 
Want new installation 0.8 0.1 1.8 0.0 0.3 0 .3 2.8 0.6 0.4 0.0 
PipelesB furnace 
7.3 Have now 7 .9 6.3 7.7 5.5 6 . 5 9 .6 10.4 6.9 4 .2 
Want new installation 1.1 1.0 1.1 2.7 1.3 0.5 0.7 2 .7 1.2 0.2 
Piped warm air, steam or 
water furnace 
Have now 35 .4 42.1 25 .6 20.2 21.9 33.5 35.6 36.7 49.1 49.3 
Want new installation 4.4 3 .5 5.6 0.5 4.8 6.5 4.2 4.5 3.9 0.8 
having either an ice or a mechanical refrigerator. The per-
centage using ice increases with size of town. Mechanical re-
frigeration, however, shows little consistent relation to size of 
town. Tenant families are not far behind owners in the use of 
either ice or mechanical refrigerators. , (See fig. 15.) 
Over 70 percent of the families report the use of wood or coal 
cook stoves, and their use declines with increase in size of 
towns. Kerosene or gasoline stoves are almost equally impor-
tant with coal and wood. Gas or electric stoves are used by al-
most one in every seven families. 3s These increase steadily in 
importance as the towns increase in size. There is, however, a 
falling off in towns of 1,500 to 2,499 population. (See fig. 16.) 
As the percentage having gas or electric stoves increases the 
percentage of kerosene or gasoline stoves decreases. The ten-
ants lag behind the owners more with respect to the use of gas 
or electricity for cooking than in the use of ice or mechanical 
refrigeration for cooling food. 
LAUNDRY FACILITIES 
Less than 7 percent of the families report laundry being done 
out of doors. Kitchen, basement and special room on same level 
38 Out of thc 8,587 families only 11 reported both gas and electric stoves. 
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as kitchen are equally important. Owners much more frequent-
ly than tenants use the basement for laundry purposes. There 
is little expressed desire for change in laundry arrangement. 
There is a marked tendency for the percentage reporting laun-
dry done out of doors or in the kitchen to decrease with increase 
in size of town and for percentage doing laundry in the base-
ment to increase. 
A power washing machine is the one popular piece of house-
hold equipment: 65 percent have power washing machines; only 
10 percent, hand machines. There are practically no fixed laun-
dry tubs nor heated ironers. Nearly 80 percent of the families 
have electric, gas or gasoline irons. The tenants are almost as 
well supplied with these facilities as the owners. 
GARDEN 
The garden is an important part of the home environment. 
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Fig. 14. Proportion of families reporting power line and piped warm air, 
steam or water furnace, by size of town. 
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TABLE 36. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN REFRIGERATION 
AND COOKING FACILITIES IN 8,587 HOUSES, IN VILLAGES AND 
TOWNS, CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION, 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES, 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
Less I I I I I I Totallown-I Ten-
than 100- 250- 500- 750- 1000- 1500-
era ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
Number 0 families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
Refrigeration Facilities 
Ice refrigeration 
Have now 27.6 28.5 26.3 15 .3 23 . 9 22.3 30.0 31.5 29.8 39.9 
Want new installation 2 . 3 1.7 3 . 1 4 . 6 2 .8 2.9 0.8 2.6 3.0 0.4 
Mechanical refrigeration 
Have now 10.7 12 . 3 8 . 4 6 .8 8 . 3 11 .8 9.8 10.4 11 .7 13.3 
Want new installation 4.6 4.3 5.0 6 . 0 3.4 5.3 3.2 10.6 3.0 1.3 
. Other special arrangement 
Have now 10.9 11.5 10.2 10 . 1 21.1 11.0 5.4 8.2 11 . 6 9.1 
Want new installation 0.9 0.6 1.3 1.9 1.3 0 . 6 0.1 0.5 1.8 1.3 
Cooking facilities 
Wood or coal stoves 
- Have now 
-
- 71.9 74 . 1 68 . 8 78.7 73.2 76.2 75.1 69.3 67.7 58 .7 
Want new installation 1.8 1.6 2 . 1 1.6 2.3 2.7 1.9 0.7 1.9 0.1 
Kerosene or gasoline 8 tove 
Have now 71.2 70.1 72 . 9 74.0 71.5 71.3 74 . 0 69.6 62 . 9 74.7 
-Want new installation 3.6 3.3 4.2 4.6 5.4 5.0 2.9 2.7 2 . 5 0 .8 
Gas stove 
Have now 5.7 5.9 5.4 5.2 2.0 3.6 4.0 11.4 15.7 3.1 
Want new installation 0 . 2 0.2 0 . 1 0 . 0 0.2 0 . 1 0.1 0.3 0.4 0 . 1 
Electric stove 
Have now · 7.6 9 .7 4.4 1.6 5.1 7 . 0 8.6 6 . 1 10.3 11.7 
Want new installation 0.4 0.4 0 . 6 0 . 5 0.3 0 . 2 0 . 0 2.3 0 . 3 0 . 1 
Pressure cooker 
Have now 3.0 3.0 3.0 3 . 0 3 . 0 2.6 1.7 2.6 5. 1 4.8 
Want new installation 0.9 0.7 1.3 1.9 0 . 5 0 . 7 0.1 3.5 1.0 0 . 1 
Families reported on fruit trees and bushes, 39 vegetables raised 
and the canning of fruit and vegetables raised in their own gar-
dens. Nearly two-thirds reported fruit trees, and less than 40 
percent reported fruit bushes. The percentage having these 
shows a slight tendency to fall with increase in size of 
town. Approximately 71 percent raise all summer vege-
tables, and 40 percent raise all winter. About 93 percent 
report that all or part of the summer vegetables are raised. 
This would indicate that approximately 7 percent have no vege-
table gardens. There is little variation, with size of the town, 
in the percentage reporting that part of summer vegetables are 
raJsed. The percentage reporting that all summer or all winter 
vegetables are raised falls off, however, with increase in size of 
town. The failure of the markets in the smaller town to pro-
vide a satisfactory supply of fresh vegetables during the winter 
may partly account for this in such communities. In small towns 
89 Fruit trees included all trees bearing or ready to bear Very soon. Only 
fruit bushes bea ring were included a nd the number was very roughly esti-
mated. 
The enumerators were asked to report on the approximate number of 
quarts of garden fruits and vegetables canned. It seems likely that in some 
cases the number of quarts reported included some purchased fruits and 
vegetables as well as those from the home garden. 
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Fig. 15. Percentage of families reporting mechanical and ice refrigerator, 
by size of town, Iowa, 1934. 
families are more limited to the use of vegetables they raise than 
are those in larger towns. (See fig . 17 and table 38.) About 84 
percent reported that garden fruits and vegetables are canned. 
Families on the average can 151 quarts of garden fruits and 
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Fig. 16. Percentage of families reporting gas or electric stove for cooking, 
by size of town, 1934. • 
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TABLE 37. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN LAUNDRY 
FACILITIES IN 8,587 HOUSES IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS, 
CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION, 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES, 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
TotaJown- Ten-
Less 
Number of families than 100- 250- 500- 750- 1000-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 
--------------
--
Laundry facilities 
Where done 
Out of doors 6.9 5.7 8.5 13.1 12.7 7.7 2.9 5.9 6.1 
In the kitchen 29.4 26.7 33.3 42.9 40.0 28.3 25.7 35.5 26.3 
In the basement 30.1 35.4 22.4 23 .8 19.7 29.3 30.6 29.7 37.7 
Want new installation 0.5 0.4 0.6 0 . 3 0.9 0.3 0.0 0.1 1.6 
In special room on same 
level with kitchen 30.0 27 . 6 33.4 26 . 0 30.4 31.5 33.4 25 . 3 22.6 
Want new installation 0 . 2 0 . 1 0 . 3 0.3 0.2 0 . 2 0.3 0.2 0.0 
Equipment 
Fixed laundry tubs 
Have now 1.0 1.1 1.0 0 . 3 1.9 0.9 0.6 1.8 0.4 
Power washing-machine 
Have now 64.8 66.2 62.7 48.4 55.9 65 .5 68.8 63.9 70 . 5 
Want new installation 5.0 3 . 9 6.6 3.6 6.4 6 . 0 4 . 7 5.1 3 . 9 
Hand washing-machine 
Have now 10.3 9 . 7 11.2 13 . 1 14.5 11.4 9 .2 8.2 6 . 4 
Want new installation 0.7 0.6 0.9 2.5 1.4 1.1 0.4 0 . 1 0 . 1 
Electric or gas heated 
mangle 
Have now 0 .5 0.5 0.4 0 . 0 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.8 
Want new installation 0 . 3 0.3 0.4 0 .0 0.2 0.1 0.0 1.2 1.1 
Electric or gas or gasoline 
iron 
Have now 79 . 4 82 .7 74 . 6 47 .3 70 .2 79.9 83 . 6 80.5 E6.3 
Want new installation 1.1 0 .5 2 . 1[ 1.4 1.0 1 1.1 1.3 2 . 3 0.5 
1500-
2499 
--
3.1 
15.2 
40.9 
0.3 
33 . 3 
0 . 0 
1.0 
70.2 
2.7 
8 . 9 
0.0 
0.7 
0.2 
88 . 1 
0.2 
vegetables. The percentage reporting canning is much the 
same for all towns below 1,500 population. The average num-
ber of quarts canned does, however, tend to fall off with in-
crease in size of town. Because of the drouth of 1934 it is COll-
sidered likely that these proportions and averages are some-
what below what might be expected normally. This is espe-
cially true of the percentage reporting that all summer supply 
or winter supply of vegetables is raised. 
LANDSCAPING OF HOUSE 
Almost all homes are r eported to have some kind of lawn es-
tablished and some shade trees. (See table 39.) Fences are the 
exception rather than the rule. The proportion rated good with 
respect to surface drainage, and lawn is higher than for other 
items. Shrubs are in comparatively poor condition.40 
,]he difference between the landscaping of the homes of own-
ers and tenants can be measured by contrasting for each the 
proportion reported to have certain things in good condition . 
•• The enumerator in rating shrubs took into consideration the number, their 
arrangement, as well as present condition. It is realized that such judgments 
are quite arbitrary. Yet it is felt that such ratings bring out differences be-
tween groups even though of no value as an absolute measure. 
105 
The difference between owners and t enants,appears to be great-
est for shrubs; flowers and vines come next, The difference is 
least for shade trees and surface drainage. Neatness of yard is 
rated good for two-thirds of the owners and for only 46 percent 
of the tenants, 
There is a slight tendency for landscaping and condition of 
yard to improve with increase in size of towns. To obtain a 
general measure of condition of yard in various groups of towns 
the percentage reporting good for certain items, namely, surface 
drainage, lawn, shade trees, shrubs, flowers and vines and neat-
ness of yard were added and averaged, This index is shown in 
fig. 18, 
IMPROVEMENTS IN HOUSE 
During the last 3 years 35 percent of the owner homes 
and 16 percent of the tenant had r epairs and improvements 
amounting to $100 or more. (See table 40. ) There is no con-
sistent relationship between size of town and recent improve-
ments as measured in this way. About one-fifth of the owners 
reported on expenditures contemplated in the next 12 months. 
The average anticipated expenditure for these is $74. There 
was an obvious reluctance to state anticipated expenditure. The 
failure to report this item was in many cases due to lack of 
plans and uncertainties concerning the future. 
TABLE 38. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES 'REPORTING CERTAIN GARDEN PRO-
DUCE AND CANNING FRUIT AND VEGETABLES FROM HOME GARDEN 
FOR 8,587 FAMILIES IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS, CLASSIFIED BY 
POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
All towns P opulation of towns 
Less 
Total own- I Ten- than 100- 250- 500- 750- 1000- 1500-
era ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
- - --
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
Garden 
Fruit Trees 
Having 66.4 71. 7 58.8 61.5 67.3 73 .7 67 . 5 68.4 56 .0 55 . 5 
Average number of those 
having 5.9 6 .5 4 .7 5 .8 7 . 3 6'. 5 5.1 5.7 4.4 4 .8 
Small fruit bushes 
28 .3 Having 38.2 45. 2 28 .2 25 .7 37.4 43.0 39 . 1 43 . 2 35.6 
A verage number of those 
having 26 . 8 30 . 4 18 . 4 20 . 1 24 .4 31.2 27 .0 28 .7 20 . 3 20 .9 
Summer supply of vege-
tables 
Raise all 70 .7 71.9 69 .0 77.0 77.4 73.5 71.2 69 .7 70.4 52.3 
Raise part 21.9 21.8 22.1 15 .3 16 .6 20 .3 22 . 0 21.1 20 .8 37.7 
Winter supply of vegetables 
Raise a ll 40.2 41.4 38.4 53 .8 48 .0 45 .1 41.6 38.4 33 .0 18 .3 
Raise part 45 .9 45.3 46 .8 31.7 40.3 43.4 46.5 46 .6 52.7 56.9 
Canning fruit and vege-
tables from the garden 
Those reporting 84 . 2 84 . 2 84.1 85. 5 87.4 85. 8 84.6 84.4 86 . 5 71.7 
Average number of quarts 
canned 151.0139.8167 .2160.1166.5158.9
1
141.5
1
155 .5146.1 117.4 
I I I I I ~. 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
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Fig. 17. Percentage of families reporting that they raised their entire 
summer and winter supply of vegetables, by size of town, 1934. 
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS WANTED 
AND NEEDED 
In order to get a general measure of the relative importance 
of repairs and improvements, families were asked to assume 
that the sum of $250 was to be spent on house repair and im-
provement. They were then asked to state how they would like 
to see that amount spent. Approximately 80 percent of the 
families, 78 percent of the owners and 86 percent of the tenants, 
reported on what they would like to have done. Failure of the 
others to reply was due in many cases to a belief that no repairs 
or improvements were needed and to a feeling that the possi-
. bility of having such an amount to spend for improvements was 
too fantastic an idea to be even ntertained. 
Table 41 shows how the families reporting would use the $250. 
Exterior walls is the item most frequently mentioned by own-
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TABLE 39. PERCENTAGE OF DWELLINGS REPORTED TO HAVE CER,:\AIN LAND-
SCAPING. FOR 8,587 HOUSES IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS. 10 
IOWA:COUNTIES. CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION. 1934.* 
All towns Population of towns 
Less 
Total Own- Ten- than 100- 250- 500- 750- 1000- 1500-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
-- -- ---- -------- --
Number of dwellings 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
------ ------ ------
Landscaping of House 
Surface drainage 
Good 77.2 82.1 70 . 0 78.7 75.0 81.1 82 .7 79.4 69.5 65.1 
Fair 18 .7 15.9 22.8 17.2 20.2 16.0 10.8 14 .6 27.6 33.6 
Poor 2.7 1.5 4 .3 3.0 3 .0 1.9 4.1 3.1 2 . 5 1.2 
New installation wanted 1.7 1.1 2.5 1.6 1.4 1.2 2.6 1.1 3.7 0.4 
Lawn established 
Good 62.4 70 .3 51.0 57.4 56.0 64.0 60 . 5 65 .5 61.1 70 .5 
Fair 27.2 23.4 32 .7 24.9 29 .2 26 .6 30.1 21.7 32.3 22.5 
Poor 8.2 5.2 12 .5 15 .0 11.5 8.0 6.6 8.9 5.1 6.1 
New installation wanted 6 .6 5.7 8 .0 6.6 6 . 1 8.8 9.0 1.5 8.9 1.4 
Shade trees 
Having 92 . 1 94 .3 88 . 9 89.3 88 .7 91.8 92.9 93.1 96 .0 92 .3 
Average number of those 
reporting 5 .8 6 .0 5.4 6 .8 4 .8 5 . 9 5 . 1 6.9 6 . 1 6 .0 
Good 47 .7 52.0 41.6 40.7 42.7 45.6 50.1 46.7 58.5 49.3 
Fair 36 .0 34.9 37.6 34 . 2 34.4 37.3 35. 9 37.0 31.8 38.6 
Poor 11 .0 9.7 12.9 19 .7 14.5 12.7 8.6 12.1 6.5 6.3 
New installation wanted 10 . 5 9.5 11.9 13 . 1 13.1 12 .5 10.6 5.0 12 . 2 4 .8 
Shrubs 
Good 29.0 37.5 16 .7 19.1 25.6 31.4 25 . 9 27.1 37.3 31.5 
Fair 31.7 33.4 29.3 33.1 30.0 34 .8 32 .3 36.1 24.5 27.3 
Poor 24.1 19.1 31.3 37.7 29.3 23 .3 22 . 1 28.4 17 .7 18.7 
New installation wanted 14 . 1 12.3 16.8 14 .8 15 .8 17 .3 16 .0 5.8 19 .5 4.2 
Flowers and vines 
Good 32.0 40.6 19 .5 24 .9 27 .7 34 .0 30 .0 28 .0 44.9 31.3 
Fair 38 . 2 38. 2 38.3 38.8 39.3 38.3 40 .7 39 .7 31.0 37.6 
Poor 21.7 16.5 29 .3 29.0 22.7 22.2 21.6 26.2 15.8 17 .3 
New installation wanted 10 .7 9.3 12 .7 10 .9 8 . 8 12 .9 14 . 4 4 . 8 14.1 4 . 2 
Walks and drives 
Good 45 .6 51.9 36 . 5 33.9 35 .9 49 . 2 46 .0 42.1 51.4 52 . 1 
Fair 33.3 32.0 35.1 23.8 26.9 31.4 36 . 1 39.9 34 .9 36.4 
Poor 12 . 1 9 . 1 16 .3 25.4 21.8 12.4 8.4 11 .0 6 .0 6.0 
New installation wanted 10.3 8.4 13 .0 11.2 17 .0 12 . 1 11 . 5 3.4 9 . 8 2 .0 
Fences 
Good 10.9 13 . 2 7.6 23.2 16.9 11.9 5.9 6.3 8.5 11.8 
Fair 11.1 11 . 8 10 . 1 18 .0 17.1 14.4 7.3 7 . 5 7.8 5 . 8 
Poor 4 .6 3 . 9 5 . 8 7.4 9.6 5 .0 2 . 5 3.4 2 . 9 2.5 
New installation wanted 2.8 2.4 3 .4 3.8 6.2 3.7 1.5 1.5 1.8 0.6 
tLawn arranged for enjoy-
ment of family 
Good 37 .2 43 . 9 27 . 6 22.1 32.3 34 .3 30.8 25 . 1 60.8 58.9 
Fair 45.6 44.4 47 . 2 49.2 47.8 48.7 53.5 46.4 31.1 32 .8 
Poor 14.7 10 .5 20 .8 26.5 16 .7 15 .7 12.6 24.4 5 .9 6.9 
Neatness of yard 
Good 58.5 67.31 45.7 48 .6 46.5 55 .6 58.0 57.9 71.3 74 .7 
Fair 31.8 26.9 38 .8 35.2 38.5 35.1 33.1 31.2 22.2 20.4 
Poor 7.6 4.8 11 .61 13.7 12 .0 8.0 6.3 6 . 5 5.0 3.9 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
tIn this rating shade, neatness, privacy, play space for children if there were any in the 
family, garden furniture, atmosphere of the yard being used in a recreational way were taken 
into consideration. It is felt that though the rating is quite arbitrary it is none the less sug-
gestive. 
ers, and interior walls come second. For tenants interior walls 
come first and exterior second. Tenants are relatively more con-
cerned about improved water systems than are owners. Water . 
systems come third in order of importance for tenants and fifth 
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TABLE 40. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING IMPROVEMENTS ON 
HOUSE AND ATTITUDE TO HOME OWNERSHIP, 8,587 FAMILIES 
IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS, CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION, 
10_IOWA COUNTIES,)934.* 
All towns Population of towns 
Less 
Total Own- Ten- tha" 100- 250- 500- 750- 1000- 1500-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
--- - ----------- - -
Number of families 8587 5081 3506 366 1314 2317 1672 1044 928 946 
Improvements made during 
the last three years 
(1) less than $100 67.3 60.6 77 . 1 69 . 1 66.9 68.6 70.4 68.3 58 . 8 65.8 
(2) $100 to $499 24.4 30.9 15.0 18 . 0 21.4 24.3 25 . 0 22.4 29.7 27.2 
(3) $500 or over 3.1 4.4 1.2 2.7 2.0 3.0 2 .3 3.4 5.1 3.9 
Reporting expenditures con-
templated in next 12 mo. 20.7 22.2 18.4 16.1 18 . 1 23.7 26.4 17.9 19.1 13.0 
Average amount (dollars) 61.1 74.1 40.8 54.0 53.6 57.6 59 .1 49.6 91.0 89 . 1 
Reporting it an advantage to 
own their home 84.3 91.0 74.5 85.2 87.2 86.4 79.4 80.7 84.7 86 . 7 
Not to own their home 13.5 6.6 23.4 9.6 10.0 12 .5 16.4 17.1 14.9 11.4 
Reporting that an architect 
planned their house 9.6 12.4 5.5 6 .8 8.1 7.7 8 . 1 18.3 11.9 8.4 
Did not plan house 48.4 51.4 44.0 53.3 59.6 57.5 48 . 3 42.7 27.8 35.0 
Did not know who planned 
house 41.3 35.5 49 .8 37 . 7 31.8 34.6 42 . 3 38.4 60.1 55.4 
"A verages in bold faced type. 
TABLE 41. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN SPECIFIED USE 
IF $250 WERE TO BE SPENT IN HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVE-
MENT, 6,974 FAMILIES IN TOWNS AND VILLAGES, 
CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION, 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES, 1934. 
All towns Population of towns 
Less 
Total Own- Ten- than 100- 250- 500- 750- 1000- 1500-
ers ants 100 249 499 749 999 1499 2499 
--
--
--------- - ----
---
Number of families replying 6974 3964 3010 305 1093 1890 1282 890 789 725 
Exterior walls 42.1 45 . 8 37.3 36.4 40.3 46 .6 44.8 4.0.4 37.4 3$.3 
Interior walls, ceilings, flOOfS 41.4 35.2 49 .6 35 . 7 39.2 42.5 41.0 45.3 37 . 1 45 . 0 
Roof 25.1 27.3 22.2 23.6 26.5 25.6 25.3 23.7 29 . 3 19.0 
Bathroom equipment 23.3 20.4 27.1 19.7 24.6 28.6 25.2 19 . 6 17.2 17.1 
Water system 22.7 17 . 7 29.2 22.0 25.3 29.2 23.5 17.1 13 . 9 17.0 
Porches 17 .2 17.2 17 . 3 14 .8 17.6 18.8 15 .S 17.2 16 . 7 17 . 0 
DOOfS, windows, screens 16.6 13.6 20.5 19 . 0 18.0 17.4 20.4 15.6 11. 2 11.9 
Sanitary facilities 15.9 12.8 19.9 8.2 18.8 21.9 17.3 16.4 6.6 5.9 
Foundation 15.3 13.0 18 . 2 16 . 7 18.3 15 . 4 16 . 1 11 . 0 13 .8 14.8 
Additional room 12 .2 10.8 14 . 1 13.8 14.1 12.1 11.2 12 .2 12.8 9.9 
Heating system 9.2 .7.6 11.3 3.3 7.6 10 .2 11.4 8.9 9.0 8.4 
Furnishings 6.7 6.6 6.8 4.6 5.9 6.5 8 . 3 9.9 6.3 3 . 0 
Landscaping 3.9 4 . 1 3.7 2.3 6 . 0 3.9 3.0 3.4 3.9 3.7 
Built-in equipment 3.2 2.6 4 . 1 1.6 2.8 3.0 3.1 1.6 5 . 4 5 . 1 
Chimneys 3.0 3 .0 3 . 0 4 . 9 3.1 2 .3 3.2 3 . 1 3.2 3 . 0 
Cooking facilit ies 2.9 3.1 2.7 1.0 4 . 0 2.9 2.5 3.8 3.5 1.0 
Laundry facilities 2.4 1.9 3.1 1.6 2.6 2.2 1.7 4 .8 2.4 1.1 
Lighting system 0.7 0.4 1.1 1.6 1.2 0.3 0.3 1.5 0 . 9 0 .3 
Electricity, power line 0.7 0.6 0 .9 1.6 1.2 0.7 0.6 0 . 7 0.5 0.1 
Electricity, home plant 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.3 · 0.2 0.0 0.0 0 . 0 0.0 0 . 0 
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Fig. 18. Index of good condition of surface drainage, lawn, shade trees, 
shrubs, flowers and vines, and neatness of yard, by size of town, 1934. 
with Qwners.W ater system, bathroom equipment and sanitary 
facilities rate high. 
The relative importance of various items is very much the 
same for the towns of different sizes. The chief exceptions to 
this are water system and sanitary facilities which include sew-
age disposal. (See fig. 19.) In towns under 100 population rela-
tively little interest is indicated in sewage systems. For towns 
from 1,000 to 1,499 the interest is high. Water svstems rate high 
in towns under 500 population. 
A comparison of the proportions reporting certain specified 
repairs and improvements if $250 were available and the pro-
portion reported to need or want certain repairs, replacement or 
new installations is shown in table 42. As in table 41 exterior 
walls come first. A relatively higher proportion is reported to 
need screens than includes this item in the use of $250. There 
is, however, a striking similarity in the relative need for repair: 
and improvement as expressed in these two ways. 
HOME OWNERSHIP 
The very large proportion of families reporting that home 
ownership is considered an advantage and the relatively small 
difference between owners and tenants in this respect are two 
very interesting findings of this study. Only 7 percent of the 
owners and 23 percent of the tenants consider home ownership 
a disadvantage. (See table 40.) 
Many of the families stating that ownership is considered to 
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Fig. 19. Relative importa nce of sanitary fac ilities a nd water system in 
different sizes of town, 1934. 
TABLE 42. PERCENTAGE OF 8,587 HOUSES REPORTED TO NEED OR FAMILIES 
WHO STATED THEY WANTED REPAIR OR NEW INSTALLATION OF 
CERTAIN.SPECIFIED.,ITEMS_INclO_IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
All Owners Tenants 
Paint, exterior* 51.1 
I 
45 .9 58 . 6 Screens* 34 .9 28 .9 43 .7 
Interior walls and ceilings* 32 .7 26.5 41.9 
Roof* 31.0 28 . 7 34 .2 
Foundation* 30 .5 24 .5 39.0 
Floors* 28 . 2 21.3 38.4 Doors and windows* 26.4 20.1 35 .5 Bath tub 16.9 14 . 1 20 .8 
Lavatory 16 .4 13.9 20 .0 Closets 16.4 12.9 21.6 
Exterior walls* 16 .3 12 .7 21.5 Flush toilet 15.9 13.5 19.5 Disposal of sewage 15.1 12 .8 18.3 
Bathroom 14 .7 11. 9 18 .6 
Shrubs 14 . 1 12 .3 16 .8 
Insulation* 12 .0 9 . 2 16 . 1 
Kitchen sink with drain 11. 9 9.4 15.5 
Flowers and vines 10 .7 9 .3 12 .7 Shade trees 10 .5 9 . 5 11.9 
Piped hot water 
-
10 .3 8.4 13 .0 
Walks and drives 10 .3 8 .4 13 .0 
Piped cold water 9.3 7.8 11 .6 Stairs* 9 . 2 6 .4 13 . 2 Cistern 9 .1 7 .7 11.2 
. Chimneys* 9 .0 6.5 12 .7 Septic tank 8 . 2 7 .3 9 .6 Lawn 6 . 6 5 .7 8 .0 
Power washing machine 5. 0 3 .9 6.6 
Mechanical refrigeration 4 .6 4 .3 5 .0 Piped warm air furnace 4.4 3.5 5 .6 
*These are based on the enumerator's judgment. All other items were reported by occupants. 
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TABLE 43. TOTAL NUMBER OF REPLIES AS TO WHY HOME OWNERSHIP IS NOT 
AN ADVANTAGE, AND RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF VARIOUS 
REASONS, IN TOWNS 250 TO 749 POPULATION, 
10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
250 to 499 population I 500 to 749 population 
Reasons given 
I I I Owners Tenants Owners Tenants 
Total number of replies* 134 231 135 200 
Renting cheaper 25.4 25 . 1 28 . 1 34 .5 
Taxe. too high 41.8 16 . 9 42 .2 26.0 
Upkeep and insurance too high 20 . 1 10.8 24.4 8.5 
Not permanently located 8 .2 25 . 1 2 .2 21.0 
Not steadily employed 0 .8 13.0 0.8 9 . 5 
Miscellaneous 3.7 9 .0 2 .2 0 . 5 
Total 100.0 100.0 100 .0 100 .0 
*In a few cases more than one reason was given . 
TABLE 44. RELATIVE FREQ~ENCY OF SPECIFIED REPLIES AS TO SOURCES OF 
INFORMATION CONCERNING HOUSE PLANS, 5,864 REPLIES 
FROM VILLAGE AND TOWN FAMILIES IN 10 
Contractor and carpenter 
Make own plans 
Architect 
Lumber firm and building company 
Ready-cut houses 
Study available plans: 
Plan books 
Houses already built 
Inspect model houses 
General observation 
lOW A COUNTIES.* 
Books, magazines and periodicals 
Ames extension 
Total 
Percentage 
26 .3 
23 . 8 
15.2 
14.4 
1.5 
1.8 
2.5 
0.5 
4 . 8 
7.8 
1.4 
100.0 
*About one-third of the families replied to this question. Many said that they did not know 
what they would do. About one-half of those replying gave more than one place they would 
look. There was little difference between the replies of owners and tenants. 
be a disadvantage gave reasons for their opinion. The relative 
importance of certain specified reasons is given in table 43 for 
towns of 250 to 499 and of 500 to 749 population. The reasons 
are much as given by the families and a good deal of overlap-
ping results. Taxes rate at the top as an obstacle. It should be 
noted that both taxes and upkeep are much more frequently 
mentioned by owners than by tenants. 
Since so many look upon home ownership as an advantage, it 
may well be asked why the proportion of families owning homes 
is not higher. It should be borne in mind that there has been 
and still is much propaganda for home ownership which fails 
to recognize real housing needs; that there is still much senti-
ment tied up with it. As a consequence people who have not 
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given the relative advantages and disadvantages careful 
thought tend to believe it to be an advantage. 
PLANNING OF HOUSES 
Up to date very few homes have been planned by architects. 
Such planning is reported by only 1 in 8 owners and 1 in 20 
tenants. More tenants than owners do not know who planned 
the houses which they occupy. 
Families were asked where they would look for a plan if they 
were going to build. Among the replies contractor and carpen-
ter rank first in importance. Many families reported that they 
would make their own plans. The architect ranks third, and 
fourth is the lumber company. These four account for 80 per-
cent of the replies. (See table 44.) 
TOWNS INCREASING IN SIZE CONTRASTED WITH THOSE 
DECREASING 
Certain towns of 250 to 499 population were selected for this 
comparison. A town increasing in population and one decreas-
ing were included from each of seven counties: Benton, Fay-
ette, Madison, Scott, Sioux, Story and Webster. In each of 
these counties there is a town of 250 to 499 population which, 
according to the 1930 census, had increased in population and 
one which had decreased since 1920. Those with the greatest in- . 
crease and decrease were chosen. By pairing the towns this 
way any bias due to the county alone was eliminated.41 The 
towns selected which were reported to be increasing in popula-
tion are : Atkins, Maynard, Peru, Eldridge, Granville, McCalls-
burg and Badger. The decreasing towns are : Urbana, Wau-
coma, St. Charles, Princeton, Maurice, Huxley and Duncombe. 
No industries were reported for any of these towns except 
Princeton, where river and navigation projects were mentioned. 
The average population reported by the 1930 census for the 
seven towns increasing in population was 321 persons; the in-
crease from 1920 to 1930 was 15.9 percent. The seven decreas-
ing towns in 1930 averaged 363 persons; the decline from 1920 
to 1930 was 12.7 percent.42 
The seven towns increasing in size in contrast with those de-
creasing have a higher average number of members per family 
and a higher percentage of houses under 10 years of age; the 
percentage of houses over 50 years is lbwer but not the per-
H Difference due to location within the county may have been Important . 
.. There were 15 other towns having a population of 250 to 499; of these. 
8 were increa sing and 7 decreasing. The increasing towns averaged 
348 people in 1930 and increased 4.7 percent from 1920 to 1930. The decreas-
ing towns a veraged 347 in 1930 and decreased 14.8 percent from 1920 to 1930. 
Much of this decrease was, however, in the town of McIntire in Mitchell Coun-
ty, which is reported to have declined from 514 in 1920 to 268 in 1930. The 
decrease in the remaining six towns was 7.5 percent. 
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centage over 25 years. For each group of towns the proportion 
of owned homes is approximately 60 percent. 
For every item shown in table 45 the percentage reporting 
good condition is higher in the towns increasing in population 
than for those decreasing. The general condition as measured 
by an index of the" goods" is shown in fig. 20. The towns in-
creasing in population are 12 percent above those decreasing. 
Equally important is the fact that the tenant houses in the de-
creasing towns are much farther below the owner houses than 
those in the increasing towns. 
With respect to structural conveniences, such as bathroom, 
piped cold water, central heating, for example, the increasing 
towns are over 25 percent higher than the decreasing. (See 
table 46.) A general index of such structural conveniences is 
shown in fig. 21. The facilities of the tenant houses are espe-
cially poor in the group where population is decreasing. Even 
with respect to power washing machines the homes in towns 
increasing in size are better equipped than those in the other 
group. 
It is of interest to contrast the increasing and decreasing 
towns among the remaining 15 towns having a 'population of 
250 to 499. This contrast is shown in table 47. It should be 
TABLE 45. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO BE OF SPECIFIED AGE AND 
CONDITION, FOR SEVEN TOWNS HAVING POPULATION INCREASE 
- AND SEVEN TOWNS HAVING POPULATION DECREASE 
FROM 1920 TO 1930, TOWNS 250 TO 499 POPULATION, 
SEVEN IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
Increasing population Decreasing population 
All I Owners I Tenants All I Owners 1 Tenants 
Number of houses 488 I 294 I 194 621 I 378 I 243 
Age of house : 
Under 10 years 4.1 5.8 1.5 2 .9 4.0 1.2 
25 to 49 years 51.8 53.1 50 .0 46.4 46 .8 45.7 
50 and over years 21.7 17 .7 27 .8 26.4 22 .2 32 .9 
Average number of occupants 3.6 3 . 1 4 .2 3.4 3 .0 3 .9 
Good condition: 
Foundation 46 .9 56.8 32.0 39 .8 46 .0 30.0 
Roof 56 .8 60.9 50.5 54.1 . 60.3 44 . 4 
Chimneys 80.7 83 .7 76 .3 75.2 79.4 68.7 
Doors and windows 52.9 59.9 42.3 49 .6 59 .0 . 35.0 
Screens 45 .9 48 .3 42.3 36 .2 43 .9 24.3 
Paint, exterior 23.2 28.6 14.9 19.8 24.6 12.3 
Interior walls and ceilings 46.3 50 .3 40 .2 41.1 51.1 25 . 5 
Average for IIgoods" 50.4 55.5 42.6 45 . 1 52.0 34 . 3 
Replaoement of house needed 4.3 3.4 5 .7 9 . 5 4 . 5 17.3 
Lawn established, good 60.5 65 .3 53.1 62 .2 72.0 46.9 
Shrubs, good 33.2 39 .5 23.7 28 .0 36 . 5 14.8 
Walks and drives, good 50.8 56 .5 42 .3 35.6 40 . 5 28 .0 
Fences, good 9.8 11 .9 6.7 14.2 17 .2 9.5 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
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TABLE 46. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTED TO HAVE WATER SUPPLY, 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL, OTHER SANITARY FACILITIES, LIGHTING AND 
HEATING, FOR SEVEN TOWNS HAVING POPULATION INCREASE 
AND SEVEN TOWNS HAVING POPULATION DECREASE FROM 
1920 TO 1930, TOWNS 250 TO 499 POPULATION, SEVEN 
IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
IncreaBed population DecreaBed population 
All Owners Tenants All Owners Tenants 
------ ---
--- ---
Number of familieB 488 294 194 621 378 243 
--- --- ------ ---
---
Bathroom 36.1 41.5 27.8 31.6 37.6 22.2 
Village or town piped water 32.0 35.0 27 .3 25.0 24.6 25.5 
CiBtern 76.2 81.0 69.1 61.4 63.2 58.4 
Average distance water carried 
(in feet) 47 .5 44 .8 51.1 71.4 48 . 7 103 . 1 
Carrying water 63 . 9 61.2 68.0 70.4 . 67.5 74.9 
Piped cold water 44.5 49.3 37 . 1 34.0 37.6 28.4 
Piped hot water 28.7 35.7 18.0 18 .5 23.8 10.3 
Indoor /luBh toilet 32 . 8 38.8 23.7 22.5 28.0 14.0 
Bathtub 32.8 39.5 22.7 26.1 31.7 17.3 
Kitchen Bink with drain 65 . 0 69.4 58.2 54.4 59.8 46.1 
Town sewage disposal 13.3 14 .6 11.3 4.2 4 . 2 4.1 
Septic tank 23.4 27.6 17.0 10 .,6 13.8 5.8 
CeBspool 14 .3 13 .3 16.0 15.0 17.7 10.7 
Lighting:Electric, power line 94.7 94.6 94 .8 86.3 88 . 1 83.5 
Heating:Piped warm air, steam or 
water furnace 34.4 40.5 25.3 28.5 34.1 19 . 8 
Power washing machine 71.1 69 .7 73.2 57.2 59 .0 54.3 
*AverageB in bold faced type. 
noted that Fayette, Scott, Shelby, Sioux and Story counties are 
represented in the increasing group; and Benton, Davis, 
Mitchell and Webster in the decreasing group. The difference 
betweeen these groups of towns is especially striking ' with re-
pect to structural conveniences. 
In the decreasing towns 74 percent of the families report an 
expenditure of less than $100 in the past 3 years; for the in-
creasing towns 67 percent are in this group. In the use which 
would be made of $250, the relative importance of items is prac-
tically the same for both groups. Ranking at the top are jn-
terior walls, ceilings and floors, exterior walls, water system 
and bathroom equipment. 
INDUSTRIAL VERSUS NON-INDUSTRIAL TOWNS 
Iowa has relatively few industrial towns. Webster County, 
however, happens to rate relatively high in wage earners en-
gaged in manufacturing. (See table 5.) 
The seven towns of 100 to 249 population in Webster County 
were put in two groups: (1) Those for which industries, mines 
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or quarries were reported to be important, and (2) other 
towns.43 Important facts regarding housing in these two 
groups of towns are given in tables 48 to 51 and in figs. 22 
and 23. 
The non-industrial towns rank above the industrial in propor-
t ion of families owning their homes: 56.9 percent in contrast 
with 47.6 percent. This difference is probably due to the rela-
t ively large proportion of unskilled workers in the industrial 
towns. The industrial towns are high in unpainted houses; one 
in every six tenant homes is unpainted. IIi the non-industrial 
towns there was not a single unpainted house. The industrial 
towns are relatively high in brick houses. No doubt this is due 
to the fact that bricks are made in one of the towns, and the 
to In the first group were Clayworks. Coalville, Kalo and Otho; In the sec-
ond were Barnum, Moorland and Vincent. The industrial towns are not in-
corporated, consequently a comparison of population change from 1920 to 
1930 cannot be made. The industrial towns are all within a radius of 1 'h 
miles. The three non-industrial towns are in widely separated parts of the 
county. 
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Fig. 20. Index of good condition of houses in 1934 for seven towns hav-
ing population increase and seven towns having population decrease from 1920 
to 1930, Iowa. (Items included were foundation, roof, chimneys, doors !lnd 
windows, screens, exterior paint, interior walls and ceilings.) 
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Fig. 21. Index of certain structural facilities of houses in 1934, for seven 
towns having population increase and seven towns having population decrease 
from .1920 to 1930, Iowa.. (Items were bathrooms, piped hot, piped cold water, 
flush toilet, bathtub, kitchen sink with drain, town sewage disposal or septic 
tank or cesspool, power line, piped warm air, steam or water furnace.) 
towns are all close together. In these towns there is also a rela-
tively high proportion of houses under 10 years of age. The 
general condition of the houses and the facilities installed sug-
gest that this recent building has been of rather low standard. 
' In the non-industrial towns the average number of rooms is 
greater; and dining rooms and basements are much more fre-
quently reported than in the industrial towns. 
A general measure of good condition is given in fig. 22. The 
tenant homes in the non-industrial towns average higher than 
the owner homes in the industrial. Of special interest is the 
fact that the difference between owners and tenants is much 
greater in the industrial than in the non-industrial towns. In 
the first group the index for owners exceeds that of tenants by 
64 percent and in the latter by only 26 percent. 
The poor condition of houses in the industrial towns is accom-
• 
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panied by a relatively high proportion of poor lawns, shrubs, 
walks, drives and fences. In neither of these groups of towns 
do any of the families have village or town-piped water. 
The general difference between the two groups with respect 
to structural facilities is shown in fig. 23. The percentage for 
every item averaged in the index is lower for the industrial than 
the non-industrial towns. 
The industrial towns are much lower than the non-industrial 
. with respect to refrigeration, laundry and cooking facilities. 
In gardening the industrial towns rate much above the non-
industrial. This difference may be due partly to the relatively 
large amount of unemployment and lower income in the indus-
trial towns, factors which together probably result in the fami-
lies giving more time to and depending on their gardens to a 
greater extent. 
If $250 were to be spent, families in industrial towns would 
repair exterior walls, interior walls and roof first. For the non-
industrial groups where the condition of house is better, bath-
rooms, not roofs, rank third. 
To check still further on the difference in housing between 
industrial and non-industrial towns, the six towns surveyed hav-
ing a population of 750 to 999 were put into two groups. The 
industrial towns included Elgin in-Fayette (canning factory), 
Earlham in Madison (quarry), Lehigh in Webster (sewer-pipe 
plant and coal mining). The non-industrial towns included 
Riceville and St. Ansgar in Mitchell, and Maxwell in Story. The 
average population of these two groups of towns in 1930 was 
834 and 831, respectively. The industrial towns from 1920 to 
1930 declined in population 0.5 percent; and the non-industrial, 
4.7 percent. 
TABLE 47. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO HAVE SPECIFIED CONDI 
TION AND CERTAIN FACILITIES FOR CERTAIN TOWNS OF 250 
TO 499 POPULATION, IOWA, 1934. 
Eight other towns Seven other towns Towns with de-
having population having population creasing popula-
increasing from decreasing from tion; not includ-
1920 to 1930 1920 to 1930 ing McIntire* 
Number of houses 616 592 508 
Condition, gQod 
Roof 61.0 59.8 62 .2 
' Paint~ exterior 29.5 26 . 4 28.1 
Bathroom 45.8 31.1 34.8 
Piped cold water 58.6 27.9 31.5 
Town sewage disposal 21.8 15.5 18.1 
Heating: Piped warm air, steam or 
water furnace 41.2 29.9 33 . 5 
*The town of McIntire declined greatly in population from 1920 to 1930. 
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TABLE 48. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO HAVE SPECIFIED BUILD-
ING MATERIALS, AGE OF HOUSE, NUMBER OF STORIES, AND 
ROOMS FOR FOUR INDUSTRIAL AND THREE NON-IN-
DUSTRIAL TOWNS, IN WEBSTER COUNTY, 
100 TO 249 POPULATION, 
IOWA,1934.* 
Industrial I Non-industrial 
All I Owners I Tenants I All I Owners I Tenants 
160 I 91 I 69 I 84 I 40 I 44 Number of houses 
A verage number of regular occupants 4.0 3 .9 4 . 1 3 .9 3 .8 4 .0 
Building materials 
Frame, unpainted 9.4 4.4 15 .9 0 .0 0.0 0 . 0 
Brick 3 .8 4.4 2 .9 2.4 0 .0 4 . 5 
Concrete 1.9 3 .3 0 .0 2.4 0 .0 4 . 5 
Age of house: 
Under 10 years 10 .6 15.4 4.3 3 .6 7 . 5 0 . 0 
50 and over years 23 . 1 15 .4 33 .3 9 .5 5.0 13 .6 
One story 43 . 1 38 . 5 49 .3 20 .2 10.0 29.5 
Telephone connected 15 .0 16 .5 13 .0 39 .3 40 . 0 38.6 
Rooms 
Dining room 58 . 1 67.0 46.4 67 .9 72 . 5 63 .6 
Washroom for family other than 
bathroom 7 . 5 6 .6 8.7 6 .0 10 .0 2 .3 
Bathroom 11 .9 15 .4 7 .2 13.1 22 .5 4 .5 
Basement 50 .0 54 .9 43.5 73 .8 80 .0 68.2 
A verage number of rooms 5 . 3 5 .5 5 . 1 5 .9 6 .4 5 .4 
.Averages in bold faced type. 
These two groups of towns are much the same with respect to 
reported condition of specified parts of the house. They differ 
greatly, however, in structural conveniences. (See table 52 and 
fig. 24.) These towns rate much higher than those in Webster 
County in the percentage having facilities such as bathrooms, 
running water, town sewage, yet the difference between tile two 
groups of industrial and non-industrial towns is much the same. 
DIFFERENCES BY COUNTIES 
The percentage of families living in rented homes varies 
somewhat from county to county. This difference for the coun-
ties surveyed is shown in table 53. 
In making comparisons by counties two precautions must be 
taken in interpreting the data. First, the differences with re-
spect to reported condition may be due to some extent to differ-
ence in enumerators' standards of "good," "fair," and" poor" 
rather than to actp.al conditions.44 Second, counties varied a 
•• In this study an entire county was surveyed in some instances by one 
and in other cases by two field workers. Where there were two field workers 
they usually cooperated so tha t the standa rd was fairly uniform within the 
county. 
In all previous comparisons it is not considered that bias due to field work-
er's judgment has been important. Even here direct comparison of owners 
and tenants within counties is entirely valid. 
• 
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good deal with respect to size of town. For example, in Sioux 
County are included two towns of 1,500 and over; and in Scott 
only one town over 500 population was surveyed. 
Tables 54 and 55 give by counties for owners and tenants the 
percentage of families reporting certain selected items.45 In 
fig. 25 is given an index of "good" condition, and in fig. 26 is 
an index of structural conveniences such as piped cold and 
piped hot water, town sewage, central heating. With respect 
to good condition of the house the difference between owners 
and tenants is relatively uniform. The difference is least in the 
case of Shelby and greatest in Madison. In structural con-
veniences Sioux ranks highest for both owners and tenants and 
Davis lowest. The difference between owners and tenants is 
greatest in Scott County and least in Fayette.46 
•• All items in group (a) tables 54 and 55 are averaged . 
•• For farm families surveyed Scott County ranks lowest in difference be-
tween owners and tenants with respect to structural conveniences. See Iowa 
Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. Bu!. 174. p. 351. 
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Fig. 22. Index of good condition of houses for industrial and non-Indus-
trial towns having population of 100 to 249, Webster County, 1934. (Items 
included are foundation, roof, chimneys, doors and windows, screens, exterior 
paint, interior walls and ceilings.) 
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TABLE 49. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO HAVE SPECIFIED CON-
DITION OF HOUSE AND LAWN AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES 
REPORTING CERTAIN GARDEN SUPPLIES, FOR FOUR IN-
DUSTRIAL AND THREE NON-INDUSTRIAL TOWNS 
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, IOWA, 100 TO 249 
POPULATION. 1934.* 
. 
Industrial I Non-industrial 
All I Owners I Tenants I All I Owners I Tenants 
Number of houses 160 I 91 I 69 I 84 I 40 I 44 
Foundation : 
Good 38.1 47.3 26.1 51.2 60.0 43.2 
Poor 31.9 20.9 46.4 14.3 7 . 5 20.5 
Roof: 
Good 60.6 71.4 46.4 64.3 67.5 61.4 
Poor 18.8 12 . 1 27.5 11.9 5.0 18 .2 
Chimneys: -- " 
Good 75.0 84.6 62.3 84 .5 87.5 81.8 
Poor 6.9 2.2 13.0 4.8 2.5 6.8 
Doors and windows: 
Good 45.0 59.3 26.1 58.3 67.5 50.0 
Poor 18 .8 6 .6 34.8 4.8 5.0 4 . 5 
Screens: 
Good 47.5 57.1 34.8 46 . 4 55.0 38.6 
Poor 22.5 14.3 33.3 25.0 17 .5 31.8 
Paint, exterior: 
Good 20.0 25.3 13 .0 44 .0 57.5 31.8 
Poor 35.0 27.5 44 .9 19.0 12.5 25.0 
Interior walls and ceilings: 
Good 59.4 71.4 43 .5 50.0 52.5 47.7 
Poor 13 . 1 6.6 21.7 10.7 7 .5 13.6 
Average of "goods" 49 .4 59.5 36.0 57.0 63 .9 50.6 
Replacement of house needed 8.8 4.4 14.5 14.3 10 .0 18.2 
Lawn established: 
Good 56.3 73 .6 33.3 63 . 1 72.5 54.5 
Poor 21.9 11.0 36.2 10.7 7.5 13.6 
Shrubs: 
Good 25.0 37 .4 8.7 35 .7 52.5 20.5 
Poor 10 .0 8.8 11.6 21.4 12.5 29.5 
Walks and drives: 
Good 26.9 39.6 10 . 1 50.0 62.5 38 .6 
Poor 4.4 6.6 1.4 7.1 5.0 9 . 1 
Fences: 
Good 28.8 37.4 17.4 33 .3 42.5 25 .0 
Poor 2.5 1.1 4.3 6.0 2.5 9 . 1 
Garden: 
Raise all summer supply of vege-
tables 88.8 89.0 88.4 56.0 55.0 56.8 
Raise all winter supply of vege-
tables 58.8 59.3 58.0 32.1 35.0 29.5 
Average number quarts canned 
of ' fruits and vegetables from 
garden 
Percentage families canning fruits 
185 . 7 197 . 4 170.1 126.4 117 . 1 136.9 
and vegetables from garden 90.0 90.1 89.9 73.8 82 .5 65 .9 
*A verages in bold faced type. 
To throw some light on possible bias introduced by enumera-
tors' judgment of condition, certain indexes for the counties 
surveyed have been correlated with median value of owned 
rural-nonfarm homes as reported by the Fifteenth Census of the 
United States, 1930. It is assumed that median value is largely 
determined by condition of the houses and their facilities. The 
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TABLE 50. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING WATER SUPPLY, SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL AND CERTAIN HOUSEHOLD FACILITIES, FOR FOUR IN-
DUSTRIAL AND THREE NON-INDUSTRIALlTOWNS IN 
WEBSTER COUNTY, 100 TO 249 POPULATION, 
IOWA,1934. 
Industrial I Non-industrial 
All I Owners I Tenants I AIJ I Owners I Tenants 
Number of families 160 I 91 I 69 I 84 I 40 I 44 
Source of water: 44.4 36.3 55.1 29.8 17.5 40 . 9 
Use of neighbor's well 
Cistern 64.4 79.1 44.9 64.3 72.5 56.8 
Water supply for house 
Average distance carried (feet) 348 .6- 418.7 263.7 90.0 43.7 128.8 
Carrying water 92.5 89.0 97.1 94 . 0 90.0 97.7 
Hand pump in dweIJing 26.3 29.7 21.7 47.6 52.5 43.2 
Piped, cold 8.8 13.2 2.9 to.7 17 .5 4.5 
Piped, hot 4 . 4 6 .6 1.4 8.3 12.5 4.5 
Sanitary facilities : 
Indoor flush toilet 6.3 7 .7 4.3 13.1 17 .5 9.1 
Bathtub 8.8 11.0 5.8 10 . 7 17 .5 4 .5 
Kitchen sink with drain 31.3 38 .5 21. 7 53.6 65.0 43.2 
Disposal of sewage; 
Town or village sewage disposal 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.5*- 20.0 11.4 
Septic tank 0.6 1.1 0.0 6.0 12.5 0 . 0 
Cesspool 8.1 12 . 1 2.9 10.7 7.5 13.6 
Stream 23.1 25.3 20.3 20.2 22.5 18.2 
Electric, power line 80.6 90 . 1 68 . 1 90.5 95 .0 86.4 
Heating: 
Pipeless furnace 1.9 3.3 0 . 0 6 . 0 7 .5 4.5 
Piped warm air, steam or water 
furnace 20.0 26.4 11 . 6 23.8 35 . 0 13 . 6 
Refrigeration: 
Ice 21.3 28.6 11.6 21.4 22.5 20.5 
Mechanical 2.5 3 .3 1.4 15.5 15 . 0 15 . 9 
Laundry 
Where done: 
Out-of-doors 9.4 5.5 14.5 3 . 6 2.5 4 .5 
In kitchen 45.0 47 .3 42.0 40.5 35.0 45 .5 
Equipment: 
Power machine 58.8 63.7 52.2 67.9 72.5 63.6 
Electric, gas or gasoline iron 68 .8 75 .8 59.4 65 .5 SO .O 52.3 
Cooking facilities: 
Kerosene or gasoline stove 55.0 56.0 53.6 66.7 57 . 5 75 .0 
Pressure cooker 1.9 2.2 1.4 15 .5 20.0 11.4 
*In these towns 72 families reported carrying water more than 100 feet. In Coalville two 
reported carrying water a mile. In Clayworks and Kalo 11 f .. mJies reported that water is 
carried from one~quarter to three-quarters of a mile. 
**These are all in one town. 
scatter diagrams of median value and (1) a general index and 
(2) index of structural conveniences are shown in fig. 27. The 
correlation of median value and a general index including cer-
tain rooms, structural conveniences and reported good condition 
for the 10 counties is .62. Scott is the only county out of line. 
If it is omitted, the correlation is .85. This may suggest that 
the field workers in Scott County have had a relatively high 
standard in mind in rating parts of the house" good. " The in-
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dex of structural conveniences gives a higher correlation with 
median value for the 10 counties than do the indexes including 
a measure of the reported" good" condition. (See table 56.) 
Striking differences in housing status occur within the coun-
ties. This is partly brought out by fig. 28 and 29 which give an 
index of good condition and structural conveniences for towns 
of 100 to 249 and 250 to 499 population. 
HOUSING OF DIFFERENT SOCIO·ECONOMIC GROUPS 
In order to sec more clearly the difference existing within 
towns and villages, schedules have been classified by groups ac-
cording to the occupation of the head of the household. The 
different groups set up are: 47 (1) Farmers actively engaged in 
<7 To some extent the categories set up here correspond to those suggested 
by Alba M. Edwards. See "Social-Economic Groups of the United States," 
Jour. Am. Stat. Assn., June, 1917. 
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;farming, including gardeners, dairymen, farm managers. (2) 
Retired farmers.48 (3) Merchants, bankers, proprietors of 
stores, garages, hotels, restaurants and pool rooms, managers 
of elevators and produce houses, insurance and automobile 
salesmen. (This group will be referred to as dealers [a].) (4) 
Gas station operators, railway depot agents, auctioneers, junk 
dealers and all salesmen other than those included above. (This 
group will be referred to as dealers[b].)49 (5) Professionals, 
including doctors, lawyers, ministers, teachers, librarians, edi-
tors. (6) Government workers in the white collar class (not 
elsewhere specified), e.g. county supervisors, postmasters, mail 
•• Except for retired farmers all retired people are classed accordin g to 
previous occupation. Where no previous occupation is stated the schedules 
are included with the unclassified. It seems probable that many of these are 
retired farmers . 
•• Both dealer groups were at first combined. The great diversity in t he 
economic status of these made it seem likely that important differences 
might be lost. In group (b) were included those likely to have a considerably 
lower income than the others. TleaJers (a) constituted 15.5 percent of the 
families; and dealers (b). only 3.9 percent. 
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TABLE 51. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING REPAIRS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS WANTED IN FOUR INDUSTRIAL AND THREE NON-IN-
DUSTRIAL TOWNS 100 TO 249 POPULATION IN 
WEBSTER COUNTY, IOWA, 1934. 
Industrial I Non-industrial 
All I Owners I Tenants I All I Owners I Tenants 
Number of families 
I I I I I 160 91 69 84 40 44 
Repairs and improvements wanted: 
Bathroom equipment 4.4 5.5 2.9 15.5 12.5 18.2 
Exterior walls 33.8 34.1 33.3 22.6 27 .5 18.2 
Interior walls, ceilings, fioors 25.0 25.3 24.6 29 .8 40.0 20.5 
Roof 21.9 20.9 23.2 14 . 3 15.0 13.6 
Sanitary facilities 4 . 4 5.5 2.9 10 . 7 7.5 13 . 6 
Water system 1.9 1.1 2.9 8 . 3 10.0 6 . 8 
Repairs and improvements in last 
3 years: Less than Sl00 73.8 65.9 84.1 73.8 70.0 77 . 3 
Advantage to own home: 
Yes 95.0 98 . 9 89.9 91.7 97 .5 86.4 
No 4 . 4 1.1 8 . 7 8.3 2.5 13.6 
TABLE 52. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO HAVE SPECIFIED CONDI-
TION OF HOUSE AND CERTAIN ROOMS AND FACILITIES, FOR 
THREE INDUSTRIAL AND THREE NON-INDUSTRIAL 
TOWNS 750 TO 999 POPULATION, IOWA, 1934.* 
Industrial I Non-industrial 
All I Owners I Tenants I All I Owners I Tenants 
Number of families 491 I 280 I 211 I 553 I 340 I 213 
Condition, good: 
Foundation 52.7 62.9 39 . 3 52.1 60.9 38.0 
Roof 57.2 61.4 51.7 57 . 5 59 .7 M.O 
Chimneys 84 . 9 90 . 4 77 . 7 79.7 85 . 0 71.4 
Doors and windows 49 .3 60.4 34.6 56.4 65 . 9 41.3 
Screens 49 . 7 57.1 39.8 49.2 56.2 38.0 
Exterior paint 23.6 32.1 12.3 27.7 35 .0 16 . 0 
Interior wans and ceilings 49.1 57.9 37 . 4 48.8 56.8 36.2 
Average of "goods" 52.4 60.3 41.8 53 . 1 59.9 42 . 1 
Rooms: 
Dining room 74 .5 78.6 69 .2 83.0 87.6 75.6 
Bathroom 38.1 43.9 30 .3 58.8 66.5 46.5 
Conveniences: 
Piped cold water 51.3 55.4 46 . 0 71.6 75.6 ·65 . 3 
Piped hot water 31.0 38 . 6 20 . 9 49 .4 57 . 9 35.7 
Indoor flush toilet 36.9 41.1 31.3 60.9 68.2 49 .3 
Bathtub 35 .4 42 . 1 26 .5 53.9 61.2 42.3 
Kitchen sink with drain 64.0 67 . 9 58.8 77 . 0 81.8 69.5 
Town or village sewage disposal 31.4 31.1 31.8 45.6 49.1 39.9 
Septic tank 5.1 7 .5 1.9 11.2 12.6 8.9 
Cesspool 17 .9 20.7 14.2 11 . 4 13 . 5 8 . 0 
Electric, power line 91.0 92 . 1 89.6 91.5 92.9 89.2 
Piped warm air, steam or water 
furnace 34.2 42.1 23.7 38 . 9 47.6 24.9 
Lawn established, good 63.3 71.8 52 . 1 67 . 5 73.5 57 . 7 
Shrubs,good 26.5 36 . 8 12 . 8 27.7 37.4 12 .2 
·Averages in bold faced type. 
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TABLE 53. PROPORTION OF RURAL-NONFARM· FAMILIES OWNING HOMES IN 
STATE IN 1930, AND PROPORTION OF FAMILIES REPORTING 
HOMES OWNED IN TOWN AND VILLAGE SURVEY, 1934. 
Percentage of owner homes reported in 
Percentage b:ousing survey, 1934 
Counties owning homes in Iowa, 
1930 Towns Towns 
All 100 to 249 250 to 499 
Benton 65.7 62.0 59.3 59.6 
Davis 59.7 59.2 54.5 60.8 
Fayette 64.3 61.8 61.0 63.3 
Madison 55.1 56.6 59.2 62.2 
Mitchell 66.6 63 .3 46.9 61.-9 
Scott 60.8 55.4 49.6 62.9 
Shelby 63.4 61.6 54.2 65 .3 
Sioux 60.7 57.7 57.9 61.5 
Story 59.5 56.6 60.6 55.3 
Webster 56.7 57.4 53.7 62.2 
All 10 counties 62.3 59.2 54.3 61.2 
Iowa (state) 62 .3 -- -- --
TABLE 54. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO HAVE SPECIFIED ROOMS, 
.. STRUCTURAL CONVENIENCES AND CONDITIONS OF CERTAIN 
PARTS, 5,081 OWNER HOMES BY COUNTIES, 1934.* 
-
Ben- \ \ Fay-i Mad-\ Mi~ \ IShel-1 \ Iweb-ton Davis ette ison chell Scott by Sioux Story ster 
Number of houses 485 318 754 271 522 377 383 862 585 524 
Group (1) Rooms 
Dining room 82.7 74.8 78.5 78.6 82.0 84.6 82.8 88.1 90.9 80.2 
Washroom for family other 
tban bathroom 10.7 7.9 7.3 5.2 9.8 3.4 4.7 9.3 4.6 8.6 
Bathroom 44.9 41.2 46.0 39.1 46.9 45.1 50.4 54.6 56.6 38.0 
Average for group 
Group (2) Structural conveni-
46.1 41.3 43.9 41.0 46.2 44.4 46 . 0 50.7 50 . 7 42.3 
ences 
Piped cold water 47.2 30.5 53.1 31.4 50.8 51.2 56.9 63.9 65.3 45 .0 
Piped hot water 39.0 27.4 37.0 29.9 38.3 34.5 37.3 47.0 41.0 22.7 
Indoor flush toilet 41.0 31.8 45.2 29.5 44.8 41.6 46.2 58.0 48 .9 31.9 
Bathtub 42 . 1 34.0 42.2 35.8 41.6 40.6 46.0 52.4 48 . 0 33.6 
Kitchen sink with drain 66 . 0 42 .8 68.7 52.4 77.6 64.2 64.8 76.5 79.8 68 . 1 
Town and village sewage dis-
posal 7.0 26.1 24.1 25.5 32.0 22.5 13.3 52.1 24.1 9.2 
Septic tank 23.:1 5.7 11 .5 4.1 4 .8 16.7 13.1 1.7 23.6 16 .6 
Cesspool 14.2 1.6 24.3 3.3 21.5 17 .2 43 .9 21.2 13.7 15 .6 
Electrio power line 93.8 73 .0 88.1 76.4 82.6 95.0 92.7 94 .2 97 . 3 92 .2 
Piped warm air, steam or 
water furnace 46 . 0 28.6 38.9 30 .3 36.4 61.8 39.7 53.2 37 . 9 37.4 
Average for roup 52 .5 37.7 54.1 39.8 53.8 55.7 56.7 65 . 0 60.0 46 . 5 
Group (3) Goo condition 
Foundation 63 .3 59.4 71.4 52.4 64.2 41.1 61.4 65. 9 50.1 58.4 
Reof 71.8 66 . 4 62.7 64.2 58. 6 60.5 58.0 68.1 46.3 67 .9 
Chimneys 95 . 1 92.1 90 .2 93.0 87.4 67.1 94.3 88.7 79.5 89.9 
Doors and windows 87.2 71.1 69.6 53.1 65.7 42 .4 67.6 75.8 46.8 70.0 
Screens 61.2 58.2 63 .5 48.0 56.3 40 .3 58.0 70.1 43.4 63 .7 
Exterior paint 40 .8 28.0 41.0 27.7 37.4 25.2 37.1 37.1 17.1 40.5 
Interior walls and ceilings 69 . 7 49 . 7 73.9 42.4 68 .0 39 .5 54.0 81.1 29.9 63.5 
- Average for group 69 . 9 60 . 7 67 .5 54 .4 62.5 45 . 2 61.5 69 . 5 44 . 7 64.8 
.Averages in bold faced type. 
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Fig. 25. Index of good condition of houses, Iowa, by counties, 1934. (Items 
in group (3) tables 54 and 55 are included in this index.) 
carriers, policemen, firemen, sheriffs, county clerks, assessors. 
(7) Clerks, including such people as clerks in stores, telephone 
and telegraph operators, bookkeepers, stenographers, meter 
readers, creamery receivers, produce station attendants. (8) 
Skilled workers, such as carpenters, painters, harnessmakers, 
blacksmiths, truck drivers, mechanics, electricians, section fore-
men. (9) Unskilled workers, for example, janitors, day labor-
ers, including those doing farm work, road work, county road 
workers, section hands, brickyard employees. (10) Women 
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heads of households reporting no occupation other than house-
keeping. (11) Unclassified.50 
Since striking differences occur in the housing status of these 
groups, it is desirable that we look first of an at the status of 
these families with respect (1) to the percentage having no chil-
dren 14 years of age and under, one child, and so on, and (2) 
to the percentage in each group owning their own homes. 
The percentage of families having a specified number of chil-
60 For the relative importance of these occupational groups in towns of 
various sizes see table 7. 
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TABLE 55. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES REPORTED TO HAVE SPECIFIED ROOMS, 
STRUCTURAL CONVENIENCES AND CONDITION OF CERTAIN 
PARTS, 3,506 TENANT HOMES, BY COUNTIES, 1934.* 
Ben-I I Fay-IMad-1 Mi~ I IShel-! ! !web-ton Davis ette ison chell Scott by Sioux Story ster 
N umber of houses 297 219 467 206 303 304 239 633 448 390 
Group (1) rooms 
Dining room 
Washroom for family other 
79.5 64.4 70.4 69.4 71.6 59.2 67.4 78.7 79.2 66 . 9 
than bathroom 7.1 6.4 5.1 1.5 7.6 5.3 3.3 5.1 5.8 6.2 
Bathroom 30.3 25.6 34.7 20.9 34.7 21.7 28.0 38.1 36.4 22. 1 
Average for group 39.0 32.1 36.7 30 . 6 38 . 0 28.7 32 . 9 40 . 6 40 .5 31. 7 
Group (2) ' Structural conveni-
ences 
Piped cold water 33.3 20.5 46.0 18.4 42.6 30.6 39 .7 49.1 55.6 34.4 
Piped hot water 21.9 16 . 0 25.5 15.0 22.8 13.8 20.5 28. 1 25.2 12 . 1 
Indoor Bush toilet 26.6 19.2 36.4 15 .5 33.3 22.7 23.4 41.4 32.8 21.0 
Bathtub 26.9 20.1 31.5 18.0 30.4 18.4 23.0 35.7 32.1 20.5 
Kitchen sink with drain 52.2 31.5 59.5 40.8 65.3 38.5 50.2 64.5 71.7 55.1 
Town and village sewage 
disposal 7.1 18.3 19.1 23.3 28 . 1 16.1 9.2 38.1 17 .2 10.5 
Septic tank 14.5 3.2 5.4 0.5 1.7 7 .2 4.2 0 .8 .16.5 6 . 9 
Cesspool 10.1 0.9 23.1 2.4 17 .8 11.8 31.0 21.2 10. 5 12.8 
Electric power line 88.6 67.1 80.9 77.2 80.9 92.8 92 . 1 89 . 6 96.9 83. 1 
Piped warm air, steam or 
water furnace 32.3 16.0 28.9 14.1 20.1 27.0 18.4 32.7 26.3 23 .3 
Average for group 39.2 '26.6 44.5 28.2 42 . 9 34.9 39 . 0 50 . 2 48 . 1 35 . 0 
Group (3) Good Condition 
Foundation 38.7 36.1 52.5 29 . 6 37.6 28.3 41.0 44.9 29.5 36.2 
Roof 59.9 57.5 57.4 44.7 52.1 43.4 56.9 61.1 40.4 53.8 
Chimneys 85.2 77.2 83.7 80.6 74.9 51.0 86.2 81.4 63.6 76.2 
Doors and windows 70.7 47.0 44.5 25.2 43.2 26.6 47.3 54.2 29.2 44.6 
Screens 43.1 42.9 48.6 37.9 34.3 29.3 40.6 46.8 30.8 40.0 
Exterior paint 21.9 12.3 21.4 13.1 19 . 1 15.8 20 . 1 21.3 9.4 23.3 
Interior walls and ceilings 43.8 34.2 52.0 24.8 47.9 27.0 38.9 59.7 19 .9 46.4 
Average for group 51. 9 43.9 51.4 · 36.6 44 . 2 31.6 47 . 3 52 .8 31.8 45 .8 
* Averages in bold faced type. 
TABLE 56. CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS OF MEDIAN VALUE OF OWNED 
RURAL-NONFARM DWELLINGS AND INDEXES OF HOUSING STATUS 
OF OWNER HOMES FOR 10 IOWA COUNTIES. 
I Correlation with median value Indexes of owned homes 
General index (equal weight to each of three groups)* .62 
General index (same as above without Scott County) .85 
General index (double weighting to structural conven-
iences) .68 
Index of structural conveniences .70 
*See table 54 for the items included in the three groups: (1) rooms, (2) structural conveni-
ences, (3) condition of house. 
dren 14 years and under has been determined for towns of 250 
to 749 population. This is shown in table 57.51 
61 The percentage distribution is much the same for towns 250 to 499 popu -
lation as for those 500 to 749. In towns 250 to 499, 73 percent of the own ers 
reported no children; and in towns 500 to 749, 71 percent were in this group. 
No important differences are lost by combining .these two groups of t owns. 
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There is a striking difference between owners and tenants es-
pecially with respect to those having no children 14 years and 
under. Owners much less frequently than tenants have children, 
73 percent in contrast with 38 percent. Eight percent of the 
owners and 22 percent of the tenants have three or more chil-
dren. There are many retired families among the owners. In 
every occupational group, however, the percentage having no 
children is higher for owners than tenants. 
Home ownership and relative advantage of ownership vary 
greatly with the different groups. (See table 58.) Almost 90 
percent of the retired farmers own their homes, and 82 per-
cent of the families with a woman as head of household report-
ing no occupation other than housewife. Ownership is relatively 
low among professional people and unskilled workers. 
Home ownership is either a greater disadvantage to the pro-
fessional than to any other group, or families in this group are 
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Fig. 27. Scatter diagram showing, relationship of median value of owned 
rural-nonfarm homes and indexes of housing status, by counties. 
TABLE 57. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING A SPECIFIED NUMBER OF CHILDREN 14 YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER, CLASSIFIED 
BY OCCUPATION OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD, IN TOWNS OF 200 TO 749 POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
Owners Tenants 
Occupation All 
Number of children 14 years and under 
All 
Number of children 14 years and under 
fam- fam-
ilies ilies 
None One Two Three Four Five + None One Two Three Four Five + 
--- -----
- -
----
---
----------- --
Dealers, group (a) 15.3 53.3 21.1 12.6 6 .7 3.7 2.6 14.6 42.2 28.6 14.9 8 . 4 1.9 4.0 
Professional 3.0 62.2 17 .8 11.1 4.4 2.2 2.2 7.3 44.4 22.2 16.7 6.9 6.9 2.8 
State and county employees (not elsewhere 
specified) 4 . 1 52.2 17.9 17.9 7.5 - 4 .5 2.9 37.1 31.4 11.4 8.6' 5.7 5.8 
Retired farmers 15.0 94.1 3.9 1.2 0.8 - - 2.4 83.3 16.7 - - - -
Clerks 2.0 65.8 13.2 13.2 2.6 2.6 2.6 5.6 30.0 30 . 0 16.0 12.0 6.0 6.0 
Active farmers 2.3 69.4 16.3 4.1 4 .1 4 . 1 2.0 4.2 38 .6 11.4 25.0 9.1 11.4 4.5 
Dealers, group (b) 
Women heads of household giving no occupa-
3 . 0 51.9 18.5 14 .8 9.3 - 5.6 5.9 47.1 25.5 13.7 7.8 2.0 4.0 
tion other than housewife 22.5 92 . 1 3.6 2.6 1.0 0.5 0.3 7.4 63.3 12.2 8.Q 7.8 5.6 2.2 
Skilled 18 . 0 57.3 19.0 10.3 6.3 2.0 5.0 24.8 33.3 23 .8 19.0 11.7 3.0 9 . 1 
Unskilled 8.3 58.8 16.2 9.6 8.1 3.7 3.7 21. 5 22 . 4 28.0 17.8 11.7 13.1 7.1 
U ncla8sified 6.6 86.8 6.1 2.6 4.4 - - 3.6 40.5 16.2 10.8 18.9 
- 13.5 
All 100 . 0 72 .5 12.2 7.3 4.3 1.6 2.1 100.0 38.2 24 . 0 15.9 10.1 5.9 6.0 
'""' c..:> o 
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Fig. 28. Index of good condition of houses, for towns of specified popula-
tion, in 10 Iowa counties, 1934. 
more conscious of its disadvantages. Or it may be that profes- . 
sional people as a relatively small group with an income above 
average have such an important renting advantage over other 
families that in many cases they get better houses than they 
could afford to build. The houses which they rent were, in 
many cases, not built for tenant homes and command a rela-
tively low rental because of the limited market . . Among the 
tenants in this group 45 percent state that ownership is not con-
sidered an advantage; 18 out of the 21 tenants r eporting stated 
that they either were not permanently located or might want to 
move. 
Among the unskilled, the percentage of families owning 
their homes is very low, yet a very large proportion of the ten-
ants consider home ownership an advantage. 
The housing status of the first 10 groups listed above has been 
analyzed for families living in detached houses in towns of 250 
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Fig. 29. Index of structural conveniences 
tion, in 10 Iowa counties, 1934. 
for towns of specified popula-
to 499 and 500 to 749 population.52 A general picture of the 
status of housing in towns of 250 to 499 population is presented 
in table 59 and in fig. 30.53 In both table and figure the occupa-
tional groups have been arranged in descending order according 
to the general status of housing. 54 
.2 Not included were those living in apartments, duplex houses, rooms con-
nected with store or other business or in houses having one or more rooms 
used entirely for business purpose, e.g. a doctor's office. The number in such 
dwellings is very small . 
• 3 Where an occupational group contained more than 100 families, 100 were 
selected a t random. Women heads of households were at first put in two 
categories; first, those living alone, and second, those with other members in 
the family. There was so little 'difference in the housing of these two groups 
that they were later combined. This accounts for the fact that there are 200 
cases in the group of women heads of households, 
•• In this index the percentages for the following items were averaged: (1) 
good foundation, roof, screens, exterior paint, interior walls and ceiling; (2) 
good lawns, shrubs and neat yards; (3) dining room, bathroom and enclosed 
sun porch; (4) power line, piped cold water, piped hot water, flush toilet, 
bathtub, kitchen sink, piped warm air, steam or water furn ace and disposal 
of sewage by town system. septic tank or cesspool. The total of these items 
was divided by 19 and so was each of the totals for the four groups. In the 
bar diagram the relative importance of each group of items is shown. In this 
, index structural conveniences have the greatest weight. Condition of house 
Is second In Importance. 
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Professional people as a whole have better houses than any 
other group. The housing of the dealer (a) owners as measured 
by the index is slightly above that of the owners of the profes-
sional group. The rented homes of professional families are, 
however, much better than those of any other group.55 The 
very low standard among the unskilled families in tenant homes 
is especially serious, since 64 percent of the unskilled families 
are renters rather than owners. 
When the status of owners and tenants in the various groups 
is contrasted there is found to be least difference between pro-
fessional families and dealers (b) and most between farm fami-
lies and retired farmers. All but 11 percent of the retired 
farmers, however, own their homes.56 
Figure 31 shows the general status of .housing for occupa-
tional groups in towns of 500 to 749 population. In these towns 
•• Among the tenant f a milies in the professiona l gro~p Is a relatively large 
number of preachers. Their homes are almost always provided by their con-
gregations . 
•• There Is some likelihood that certain families classed as tenant farmers 
had no land under their management and should have been In the unskilled 
group. 
TABLE 58. PERCENTAGE OF 2,317 FAMILIES OWNING THEIR HOMES AND EX-
PRESSING SPECIFIED ATTITUDES TO OWNERSHIP, TOWNS 
250 TO 499, BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, 
IOWA,1934.t 
All Owners I Tenants 
Percentage of 
families An advantage to own 
In each , Owning 
group homes Yes I No I Yes I No 
Professional 4 .6 43 .2 91.4 8 .6 54 . 5 45 . 5 
Dealers, group (a) 15 . 5 63 . 1 94.0 5.0 68.0 30 . 0 
State and county: employees (not 
3 .3 66 . 1 70.4 25 .9 elsewhere specIfied) 92 .4 . 7 .6 
Retired farmers 8 .4 88.7 97.0 3 .0 73 .3 20 .0 
Clerks 3.6 36 .7 91.7 8.3 67.5 25.0 
Active farmers 3 . 5 50 .2 87.9 9 . 1 88.6 11.4 
Dealers, group (b) 3 .9 46 .8 93.2 4 .5 69 . 8 28 .3 
Women heads of household giving 
no occupation other than house-
wife 16 . 1 81.6 92.0 7 .0 74.2 24.2 
Skilled 19 .9 49.5 90 .0 7.0 82.0 18 .0 
Unskilled 15 .6 36 .4 94.0 6.0 84. 0 14 .0 
Unclassified* 5.6 72.7 
All 100 .0 59.2 93.3 5 .8 75 .5 23.1 
tGroups are arranged in descending order according to the general status of hOUSIng ... in-
dicated by an index of condition of house and percentage having certain facilities. A few 
families did not report whether ownership is an advantage . 
• No analysis of housing for this group . The data for all, however, include this group. 
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TABLE 59. GENERAL INDEX AND INDEX OF STRUCTURAL CONVENIENCES, 
CERTAIN ROOMS, CONDITION OF YARD AND HOUSE, IN TOWNS 
250 TO 499 POPULATION, IN 10 IOWA COUNTIES, CLAS-
SIFIED BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS. 
Percent 
Index* age by 
which 
general Occupational 
Condi- index of groups Struc- Condi- owners General tural Certain tiOD tioD exceeds index conven- rooms of of that of iences yard house tenants 
Professional 
Owners 65 .6 ( 2) 28.6 ( 2) 8 .9 ( 3) 10 . 5( 1) 17 .6 ( 1) 
Tenants 61.8(1) 29 .8 ( 1) 8 .8 ( 1) 9 . 5 ( 1) 13.7 ( 1) 6 . 1 
Dealers group (a) 
65.8(1) 30.4 ( 1) 9 .7 ( 1) 10.4 ( 2) 15.3 ( 3) Owners 
Tenants 50.6 ( 2) 23 .6 ( 2) 7 .6 ( 2) 7.6 ( 4) 11.8 ( 4) 30 .0 
Stata and county employees, (not 
elsewhere specified) 
Owners 62 .31 3) 26 .9 ( 3) 9 . 1 ( 2) 10 . 11 3) 16 .21 2) 
Tenants 47.4 3) 19 . 5 ( 3) 6 . 4 ( 4) 9.4 2) 12.1 2) 31.4 
Retired farmers 
Owners 54 .3 ( 4) 22 . 8 ( 5) 7 .7 ( 6) 1O . 0( 4) 13 .81 4) 
Tenants 36 .6 ( 6) 15 .5 ( 6) 6 .0 ( 5) 7.4 ( 5) 7.7 8) 48.4 
Clerks 
Owners 53 .91 5) 24 .31 4) 7 .9 ( 4) 9 . 2 ( 5) 12 . 5 ( 7) 
Tenants 39.4 5) 15 . 1 7) 5.5 ( 6) 7 . 2 ( 6) 11.6 ( 5) 36 .8 
Dealers group (b) 
Owners 47 .71 7) 20 .01 7) 7 .3 ( 7) 8 .3 ( 8) 12 . 1 ( 8) 
Tenants 45 .6 4) 18 . 1 4) 6 .6 ( 3) 8 .8 ( 3) 12 . 1 ( 2) 4 .6 
Women heads of households, (giv-
ing no occupation other than 
housewife) 
Owners 46 . 4 ( 8) 17 .71 8) 6.71 8) 9 .0 ( 6) 13.01 6) 
Tenants 32 . 2 ( 8) 11 .9 9) 5 . 1 8) 6 .6 ( 7) 8 .6 6) 44 . 1 
Skilled 
Owners 45 . 01 9) 16 .9 ( 9) 6.6 ( 9) 7 .8 ( 9) 13.7 (5) 
Tenants 35.0 7) 15.6 ( 5) 5 .3 ( 7) 5 . 5 ( 8) 8.6 ( 6) 28 .6 
Active farmers 
Owners 48 .31 6) 21. 2 1 6) 7.81 5) 8 .61 7) 10 . 81 9) Tenant. 26 .7 9) 13.4 8) 4 .7 9) 4.1 10) 4 . 5 10) 80 .9 
Unskilled 
Owners 34 .7(10) 12 .3 (10) 4 .7(10) 7 . 8110) 9 .9 (10) 
Tenants 23 . 9(10) 9 . 6 (10) 3 .7(10) 4.5 9) 6 . 1 ( 9) 45 . 2 
All 
Owners 50 .8 20.9 7.3 9.1 13.5 
Tenants 36 . 1 15.6 5.4 6 . 1 9 . 0 40.7 
*The numbers in brackets indicate the ranking of the various groups. 
there is a wider range in the housing status of the various oc-
cupational groups than there is in the smaller towns, e.g. the 
index for the owners of the professional group is 78 for towns 
500 to 749, and 66 for towns of 250 to 499. For the owner in the 
unskilled group the general index in both cases is 35. Ap.art 
from the greater difference among groups, the relative status of 
the various occupational groups is much the same in the two 
groups of towns. Among the owners one exception occurs. In 
the larger towns the housing of state and county employees 
rates relatively 10w.57 
07 There are relatively rew schedules in these groups. For towns 250 to 
499 there are 66 owners a nd 27 tenants. For towns 500 to 749 there are 32 
owners and only 14 tenant~. 
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A more detailed picture of the difference by occupational 
groups is shown in tables 60 to 64 for towns of 250 to 499 popu-
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General index of condition of house, yard and of certain rooms 
and structural facilities, by occupational status of heads of households, in 
towns having 250 t o 499 population, 10 counties, Iowa, 1934. (See table 59 
for items included here.) In the text and t a bles dealers (1) a nd dealers (2) 
are designated as dealers (a) and dealers (b). 
TABLE 60. PERCENTAGE FAMILIES REPORTING SPECIFIED BUILDING MATERIALS, AGE OF HOUSE AND ROOMS CLASSIFIED BY OCCUPATION 
OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD IN TOWNS OF 250-499 POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
State and Women heads 
countyem- of household 
Professional Dealers, ployees (not Retired Clerks Dealers, no occupation Skilled Active Unskilled 
Group (a) elsewhere farmers Group (b) other than farmers 
specified) housewife 
Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten-
ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants 
~---- - -- - --
--
- -- - -----
- - -
- ----~------- - -. --- ------
Number of families 35 55 100 100 66 27 100 15 24 4Q 44 53 200 66 100 100 33 35 100 100 
Average number of 
members 3.4 3.6 4 . 0 3 .8 3 .8 4 . 1 2 . 4 3 . 7 3 .8 4 . 9 3.7 3.8 2.0 2.9 3.8 4.6 3.2 4.3 3 .4 4.8 
Building material: 
Frame, unpainted - - 2.0 1.0 
-
- 1.0 - - - - - l.0 l.5 l.0 l.0 3.0 5.7 2.0 5.0 
Stucco 8 . 6 5.5 5.0 3 . 0 3 . 0 - 4 . 0 - 4.2 - 4.5 l.9 2.5 3.0 l.0 l.0 - - l.0 -
Brick,stone, concrete - - 3 . 0 2 . 0 - - 3 . 0 6 . 7 4 . 2 2 . 5 - 3 .8 1.0 3.0 3.0 - 3 .0 - 2 . 0 2.0 
Age of house: 
8.6 7 . 3 7.0 l.0 8 . 3 4.5 3 .8 2.5 l.5 6.0 3.0 6.1 Under 10 years 6 . 1 - - - - - 5.0 1.0 
10 to 24 years 34 . 3 41.8 40.0 29.0 25 . 7 29 . 6 35 . 0 40.0 16 . 7 17.5 27.3 32 . 1 25.5 12.1 23.0 17.0 27 . 3 22.9 14.0 9.0 
25 to 48 years 40 . 0 43 . 6 47.0 52 . 0 57.6 59.3 50.0 26 . 7 62 . 5 75.0 56.8 41.5 5l.5 65.2 56.0 5l.0 42.4 57.1 59.0 55. 0 
50 years and over 17 . 1 7 .3 6 . 0 18.0 10.6 11.1 15 . 0 33 . 3 12 . 5 7.5 11.4 22.6 20 . 5 2l.2 15 . 0 29.0 24.2 20 . 0 22.0 35.0 
One story 22 . 9 14.5 17 . 0 22.0 16 . 7 25.9 20 . 0 6 . 7 29.2 30 . 0 27 . 3 18 . 9 23.5 3l.8 32.0 19.0 27.3 20 . 0 36.0 30.0 
Telephone connected 94.1 70 . 9 76 . 0 64.0 74.2 51.9 65.0 26 . 7 70 .8 42.5 59 . 1 56 . 6 55.5 33.3 54.0 40.0 57 . 6 3l.4 32 . 0 10.0 
Present rooms and \III 
those wanted Y" 
Bedrooms, avo no. 3 . 1 2 . 9 3.4 3 . 1 3.3 3 . 2 3 . 3 3 .5 3 . 2 ~.7 2.9 3.0 3.1 2 . 7 2.9 3.0 3 . 1 3.1 2 .8 2.7 
Wanting bedrooms 5 . 7 • 1.8 1.0 3.0 3 . 0 3.7 1.0 - 12 . 5 5 . 0 9.1 1.9 2.0 6.1 6.0 6.0 - 8 . 6 7.0 5.0 
Dining room 94 . 3 92.7 96.0 95 . 0 95 . 5 77.8 94 . 0 80.0 87 . 5 80 . 0 86.4 86.8 80.5 72 . 7 82.0 74 . 0 8l.8 68 . 6 65.0 59.0 
Bathroom 62.9 67.3 67 . 0 44 . 0 62.1 33.3 46 . 0 26.7 45.8 20 . 0 38. 6 28.3 36.5 19 . 7 35.0 25.0 5l.5 20 . 0 21.0 11.0 
Wanting bathroom 14. 3 10.9 11.0 21.0 13 . 6 11.1 14 . 0 26.7 16.6 25 . 0 31.8 20.8 19 . 5 28.8 25.0 23.0 3.0 40 . 0 14. 0 27.0 
Basement 82 . 9 90 . 9 86.0 84 . 0 81.8 8" . 9 86 . 0 93.3 83 .3 65 . 0 88.6 86.8 80.5 7l.2 79.0 77 . 0 ~4.8 88.6 72 . 0 68 . 0 
Closets 97 . 1 96 .4 99 . 0 9l.0 93.9 92.6 89 . 0 86.7 75 . 0 77 .5 90.9 88 . 7 83.5 63.6 85 . 0 79 :0 90 . 9 85 . 7 68 .0 68 . 0 
Sunporch enclosed 11 .4 7 . 3 22.0 6.0 15 . 2 11.1 7 . 0 6.7 16.6 5.0 13.6 9.4 9 .5 4.5 8.0 2 ',0 15 . 2 - 4 .0 1.0 Storage space for 
fruits & vegetables 97 . 1 90 . 9 97 . 0 90.0 90.9 92.6 95 . 0 100 . 0 100 . 0 82 .5 97.7 94.3 89.0 84 . 8 89 . 0 88 .0 87 . 9 94 . 3 84 . 0 82 . 0 
Storage space wan ted -
-
30 . 0 6.1 - - - - 5 . 0 - - 2 .5 12.1 3.0 7.0 - - 2 . 0 5 . 0 
Average number rooms 6 .8 7.0 7.2 6.9 6 . 9 6.3 6 .8 6 . 7 6 .8 6.2 6 . 4 6 . 7 6.7 6.1 6 . 2 6.3 {, .4 6.9 5 . 9 5.6 
Percentage falling be-
low standard of one 
room per person 0 . 0 0 .0 4 . 0 3 . 3 6 . 1 3.7 0 . 0 0 . 0 8.3 3 . 7 9 . 1 9.4 2 .0 7 . 6 10.0 14 . 0 9 . 1 8.6 10 . 0 25 . 0 
*Averages in bold-faced type. 
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Fig. 31. General index of housing, by occupational status of heads of 
households in towns having 500 to 749 population, seven counties, Iowa, In4. 
(Based on same items and index in table 59 and fig. 30. The occupational 
groups are arranged in the same order as in fig. 30.) 
lation. Only among the tenants in the farming and the un-
skilled groups is the proportion of unpainted houses as great as 
5 percent. The proportion of houses under 10 years of age is 
highest for the professional group and clerks. 
TABLE 61. NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING SPECIFIED CONDITION OF HOUSE, YARD, AND GARDEN, BY OCCUPATIONAL 
GROUPS, TOWNS 250-499 POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
----- -
State and Women heads 
countyeID- of household 
Professional D ealers, ployees (not Retired Clerks Dealers, no occupation Skilled Active Unskilled 
Group (a) elsewhere farmers Group (b) other than farmers 
specified) housewife 
Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten-
ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ere ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants 
-----
---
------
--
-------
---
----
--
------------
Number of families 35 55 100 100 66 27 100 15 24 40 44 53 200 66 100 100 33 35 100 100 
Condition of house 
Foundation: 
Good 74.3 65.5 64.0 48.0 71 . 2 44.4 60.0 33.3 . 54.2 45 .0 59.1 43.4 49.5 31.8 55.0 30.0 30.3 17.1 42.0 23.0 
Poor - 7.3 10.0 11. 0 7.6 11.1 7 . 0 20.0 16.6 15.0 11.4 13 .2 13.0 30.3 10.0 23.0 9.1 28.6 17.0 34.0 
Roof: 
Good 82.9 60.0 67.0 58 .0 60.6 66.7 68.0 26.7 54.2 62.5 47.7 54.7 62.5 48.5 61.0 56.0 54.5 34 .3 48.0 39.0 
Poor 5.7 10.9 11. 0 13 .0 9.1 11.1 7.0 20.0 8.3 7.5 11.4 5.7 11. 0 25.8 13 . 0 32.0 15.2 28.6 13.0 32.0 
Screens: 
Good 77.1 52.7 65 .0 48.0 62.1 51.9 54.0 40.0 54 . 2 32 . 5 50.0 49.1 49.5 28.8 55.0 31.0 54.5 11.4 37.0 29.0 
Poor 2.9 14.5 7.0 11. 0 7.6 14.8 8.0 33.3 16 .6 20 .0 9.1 7.5 11.5 28.8 18.0 22.0 18.2 37.1 16.0 37 .0 
Paint, exterior 
18.2 Good 37.1 29.1 31.0 17.0 42.4 14.8 33.0 6.7 25.0 25.0 20.5 28.3 32.5 18.2 34.0 14.0 8.6 18.0 4.0 
Poor 11.4 18.2 20.0 25.0 13.6 18 .5 22.0 53.3 16.6 25.0 31.8 28.3 24.0 40.9 27.0 47 . 0 24.2 51.4 34.0 50.0 
Interior walls and 
ceilings 
Good 62.9 52.7 64 .0 54.0 71.2 51.1 47.0 40.0 50.0 55.0 .52.3 54.7 52.5 36.4 56.0 32.0 48 .5 14.3 43.0 20.0 
Poor 11.4 7.3 3.0 5.0 1.5 - 4.0 20.0 4.2 7.5 13.6 13.2 4.0 18.2 15.0 17.0 12.1 22.9 19.0 31.0 
Average of the 
"goods" 66 .9 52.0 58.2 45 .0 61.5 45 . 9 52.4 29.3 ·47.5 44 .0 45.9 46.0 49.3 32.7 52.0 32.6 41.2 17.1 37.6 23.0 
Replacement of 
house needed - 7.3 2.0 1.0 - - 1.0 6.7 8.3 7.5 - 3.8 3.5 13.6 7.0 10.0 3.0 5.7 10.0 24.0 
House landscaping 
Lawn established: 
Good 82.9 74.5 77.0 64.0 71.2 74.1 77.0 60.6 75.0 62.5 61.4 69.8 71.5 60.6 59.0 51.0 72.7 34.3 62.0 46 .0 
Poor 2.9 10 .9 1.0 6.0 3.0 3.7 1.0 6.7 8.3 15.0 4.5 7.5 4.0 10.6 11.0 9.0 9.1 20.0 13.0 12.0 
Shrubs: 
Good 45 .7 40.0 48.0 24.0 50.0 29.6 47.0 26 .7 37.5 22.5 34.1 30.2 38.5 19.7 33.0 15.0 30.3 11.4 31.0 10.0 
Poor 8.6 21.8 8.0 33 .0 21.2 7.4 11.0 13.3 12.5 30.0 20.5 28.3 16.5 37.9 21.0 30.0 33.3 25.7 29.0 45.0 
TABLE 61 (Cont'd.) NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVll"G SPECIFIED CONDITION OF HOUSE, YARD, AND GARDEN, 
BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, TOWNS, TOWNS 250-499 POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934* 
Lawns arranged for 
famHy enjoyment 
Good 54.3 41.8 54.0 26.0 48.5 40.7 50.0 26.7 37.5 32.5 40.9 49.1 39 . 5 19.7 35 .0 26.0 15.2 17.1 38.0 18.0 
Poor 5.7 18.2 6.0 16.0 7.6 3 .7 8.0 6.7 8 .3 17 . 5 9.1 11.3 8 . 5 30.3 17.0 19.0 21.2 34.3 19.0 28.0 
Neatness of yard: 
Good 71.4 65 .5 72 .0 57.0 i1.2 74.1 66 .0 53 . 3 62 . 5 52.5 61.4 67.9 61.5 45 . 5 57.0 38.0 60.6 31.4 55.0 30.0 
Poor 2 .9 3 .6 2 .0 8.0 - 3 .7 4 .0 6 .7 4.2 12 . 5 6,8 3.8 3 . 5 9 . 1 9.0 13.0 9.1 17.1 13.0 19.0 
Average of the 
"goods"" 66.7 60 .0 65 . 7 48.3 64 . 1 59.3 63.3 46.9 58.3 45.8 52 . 3 56 .0 57.2 41. 9 49.7 34 .7 54.5 25.7 49.3 28 .7 
Garden 
;Raise all summer 
supply of vege-
61.8 68 .0 62.0 71.2 81.5 82 . 0 86 .7 75.0 82.5 81.8 77.4 72.0 75.8 72.0 78.0 78.8 71.4 83.0 77.0 tables 77.1 
Raise all winter sup-
ply of vegetables 42.9 29.1 45.0 35.0 37.9 48 . 1 60 . 0 46 .7 37 . 5 47 .5 47.7 39.6 43.5 40 .9 48 .0 46.0 63.6 54.3 55.0 48.0 
Canninggardenfruits 
85.0 83.0 92.4 96.3 88 .0 86 .7 83.3 82.5 88.6 84.9 83.5 87.9 90 .0 85.0 84.8 85.7 and vegetables 91.4 83.6 89.0 87.0 
Average number of 
159 . 3 180.4 165.1 174.4 196.2 137.2 167.7 194.0 186.3 161.5 153 .7 107.3 129.5 185.3 193.6 160.1 209 . 2 quarts canned 166.6 157.2 198 . 7 
Average number of 
quarts canned per 
49.0 44 .3 45.1 43.4 45.9 47.9 57 .2 45.3 51.1 38 .0 43.6 40.4 53.7 44.7 48.8 42.1 50.0 48 . 7 46.2 41.4 person 
*Averages in bold fabed type. '-Lawns, shrubs and neatness of yard. 
TABLE 62. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN FACILITIES, BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, TOWNS 250-490 
POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
I 
State and Women heads 
countyern- of household 
Professional Dealers, ployees (not Retired Clerks Dealers, no occupation Skilled Active Group (a) elsewhere farmers Group (b) other than farmers 
specified) housewife 
Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten-
ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants ers ants 
~------------
--
--~-------
--
----------
--
Number of families 35 55 100 100 66 27 100 15 24 40 44 53 200 66 100 100 33 35 
Water supply 
35.0 Piped cold water 57.1 67.3 73.0 54.0 59.1 59.3 48.0 33.3 54.2 43.2 39.6 37.0 19.7 41.0 32.0 45.5 22.9 Piped hot water 57.1 60.0 60.0 33.0 40.9 18 .5 35.0 13.3 41.7 12 .5 20.5 20.8 21.5 9.1 17.0 13.0 30.3 11.4 
Sanitary facilities 
Unimproved outdoor 
Fl~~~i~door toilet 37.1 32 .7 34 .0 54.0 43.9 66.7 61.0 80.0 41.7 82.5 65 .9 77.4 70.0 80.3 68.0 79.0 57.6 82.9 57.1 65.5 61.0 42.0 53.0 29.6 38.0 13.3 50.0 15.0 27.3 22 . 6 28.0 15.2 26.0 19.0 39.4 14.3 Flush toilet wanted 22.9 14.5 11.0 23.0 16.7 11.1 18.0 26.7 12.5 30 . 0 38.6 30.2 23.0 31.8 32.0 28.0 15.2 48.6 Bathroom tub 60.0 61.8 67.0 41.0 56.1 18.5 44 .0 26.7 45.8 20.0 29.5 26 .4 31.0 15.2 25.0 17.0 42.4 17.1 Bathroom tub 
wanted 20.0 14.5 11.0 
Kitchen sink with 
24.0 16.7 14 .8 16 .0 26 .7 12.5 27 . 5 34.1 30.2 21.5 30.3 32.0 28 .0 15.2 45.7 
drain 85.7 85 . 5 84 .0 77 .0 75 .7 66 .7 76.0 60.6 70.8 55.0 84.0 62.3 60.0 45.4 57.0 55.0 72.7 51.5 
Disposal of Sewage 
Town sewage dis-
posal 17.1 21.8 19.0 20.0 19 .7 14 .8 12 .9 
- 16.6 15.0 13.6 13.2 13.0 10.6 9.0 12 .0 9.1 5.7 Towllsewagewanted 5.7 1.8 1.0 2.0 1.5 - 5.0 - - 5.0 - - 1.0 1.5 5.0 4.0 3.0 8.6 Septic tank 42.9 23.6 29.0 18 .0 33.3 7.4 23.0 - 25.0 12.5 11 . 4 15.1 7.5 6.1 9.0 11.0 27.3 8 .6 Septic tank wanted 8.6 7 .3 7.0 16 .0 4 . 5 11.1 6.0 20.0 12 . 5 12 . 5 29.5 18 .9 16.5 25.8 21.0 15.0 6.1 31.4 Cesspool 11.4 21.8 24.0 21.0 21.2 25 .9 19 .0 20 .0 20 .8 5.0 13 .6 11.3 17 . 5 9 . 1 20 .0 13 .0 12.1 17 . 1 Having town sewage, 
septic tank, orcess-
pool 71.4 67.2 72.0 59 .0 74 . 2 48 . 1 54.0 20 .0 62 . 4 32.5 38.6 39 .6 38.0 25.8 38 .0 36.0 48 .5 31.4 
Electric power line IOU. 0 98 . 2 98 .0 99.0 100 .0 96 . 3 91.0 93.3 100.0 97.5 100 .0 100.0 86.0 83.3 88 .0 98.0 93 .9 80.0 
Unskilled 
Own- Ten-
ers ants 
----
100 100 
23.0 22.0 
8.0 4.0 
80.0 88.0 
17.0 10.0 
16.0 27.0 
17 .0 10 .0 
15 .0 27.0 
41.0 36.0 
9.0 8.0 
3.0 5.0 
8 .0 3.0 
12 .0 15.0 
8.0 8 .0 
25.0 19 .0 
87.0 74.0 
TABLE 62 (Cont'd.) PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING CERTAIN FACILITIES, BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, 
TOWNS 250-490 POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934 
Heat 
Piped warm air, 
steam, or water 
furnace 54.3 60.0 62.0 43 .0 51.5 33.3 48.0 33.3 37.5 20.0 36.4 32.1 35.5 12 . 1 29.0 26.0 27.3 25.7 
Furnace wanted 5.7 5.5 4.0 8 . 0 6.1 7 . 4 2.0 6.7 4 . 2 5.0 13 .6 15 . 1 3.5 10.6 11.0 6.0 12 . 1 22.9 
Refrigeration 
Ice 11.4 32.7 26.0 27 . 0 36.4 18 .5 18 . 0 6.7 33.3 22.5 31.8 45.3 15 .5 16 . 7 24.0 20.0 24 .2 8.6 
Mechanical 48.6 18 .2 28.0 21.0 24.2 14 .8 7.0 6.7 16.6 12 .5 20.5 15 . 1 6.0 4.5 9.0 9.0 9.1 2.9 
Mechanical wanted 2.9 5.5 8.0 9.0 9.1 3.7 3.0 6.7 4.2 5.0 9.1 7 .5 1.5 3.0 7.0 6.0 3.0 17.1 
Cooking facilities 
Gas or electric stove 31.4 14 .5 26.0 19.0 22.7 7.4 6.0 - 16.6 10.0 13.6 7 .5 10 . 0 3.0 9.0 4.0 - -
Pressure cooker 2.9 9.1 4.0 4.0 4 .5 3.7 1.0 - 4 .2 - 2 . 3 5.7 - 3.0 3.0 2.0 3.0 -
Laundry 
Done in kitchen 11.4 23.6 15.0 16 . 0 21.2 22.2 20.0 33.3 12.5 32.5 25.0 17.0 32.5 45 .5 28.0 38.0 15.2 40.0 
Power machine 68.6 80.0 88.0 82.0 83.3 81.5 57.0 40 . 0 75.0 
Power machine 
72.5 84.1 81.1 4.7.0 4.3 .9 75 . 0 72.0 60 . 6 48.6 
wanted 5.7 7 . 3 3 . 0 4 . 0 4.5 3.7 6.0 13.3 
Electric, gas or gaso-
8.3 7.5 9.1 3.8 5.5 10 . 6 3.0 4.0 3.0 8.6 
line iron 94 . 3 96 . 4 98.0 94.0 95.5 100.0 79 . 0 60.6 91-7 85.7 90.9 92.5 74 .5 66.6 82.0 85.0 75.8 57.1 
'-
16 . 0 7 .0 
5.0 7 . 0 
16.0 9.0 
3.0 0.0 
6.0 8.0 
7.0 1.0 
- -
39.0 39.0 
66 . 0 50 . 0 
6.0 10 . 0 
74.0 45.0 
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TABLE 63 . NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF HOMES HAVING ALL MODERN 
CONVENIENCES, CLASSIFIED BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, TOWNS 
250 TO 499 AND THOSE 500 TO 749 POPULATION, 
10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
250 to 499 population 500 to 749 population 
Number Having modern Number Having modern 
Occupational of conveniences of conveniences 
groups families* families* 
Number I Percent- Numb er Percent-
age age 
---
---
------
------
Professional 
Owners 35 16 45.7 29 16 55.2 
Tenants 55 29 52.7 53 23 43 .4 
Dealers (a) 
Owners 100 46 46 . 0 100 50 50 . 0 
Tenants 100 28 28.0 78 31 39 . 7 
State and county employees (not 
elsewhere specified) 
Owners 66 18 27.3 32 8 25. 0 
Tenants 27 - -- 14 4 28 .6 
Retired farmers 
Owners 100 30 30 . 0 100 39 39.0 
Tenants 15 2 13.3 22 3 13.6 
Clerks 
Owners 24 8 33 . 3 22 6 27 . 3 
Tenants 40 2 5.0 35 8 22.9 
Dealers group (b) 
Owners 44 8 18 .2 23 6 26 . 1 
Tenants 53 8 15 . 1 34 9 26.5 
Women heads of households (giv-
ing no occupation other than 
housewife) 
Owners 200 35 17.5 100 27 27 . 0 
Tenants 66 3 4.5 45 2 4.4 
Skilled 
Owners 100 14 14.0 100 14 14.0 
Tenants 100 11 11.0 100 6 6.0 
Active farmers 
Owners 33 5 15.2 22 7 31.8 
Tenants 35 3 8.6 27 1 3.7 
Unskilled 
77 Owners 100 6 6.0 2 2.6 
Tenants 100 2 2.0 100 1 1.0 
*Thos6 included in speciaL tabulation . 
The three groups of owners that most frequently live in 
houses 50 years of age and over are (1) farmers still actively en-
gaged in farming, (2) unskilled and (0) women heads of house-
holds. For each of these groups the proportion is more than one 
in every five. Among the tenants 35 percent of the unskilled 
and 33 percent of the r etired farmers are in houses 50 or more 
years of age. In rented houses 25 years of age and over are 
living 90 percent of the unskilled and 86 percent of the families 
with women heads of households. The professional and dealer 
(a) groups much more frequently than any others are in houses 
under 25 years of age. 
A marked difference is apparent in the percentage having 
bathrooms, dining rooms and enclosed sun porches. Among the 
owners more than two-thirds of the dealers (a) have bathrooms, 
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TABLE 64. EXPENQITURES FOR REPAIRS DURING PAST THREE YEARS TO-
GETHER WITH PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES DESIRING SPECIFIED 
ITEMS, AND REPORTING HOUSE BUILT BY ARCHITECT, BY 
OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, TOWNS 250 TO 499 POPULA-
TION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
Desire for certain items if $250 to be spent 
Expendi- Architect 
ture employ-
of Exterior Interior Water Bath- when $100 to walls walls, system room Roof house $249 ceilings, equip- built 
floors ment 
------------
---
---
Professional 
Owners 54.3 34.3 28.6 17.1 20.0 14.3 20 .0 
Tenants 29.1 32.7 38.2 14.5 14.5 14.5 10 .9 
Dealers, group (a) 
Owners 44.0 43.0 27.0 12.0 15 .0 16.0 24.0 
Tenants 17.0 36.0 37.0 24.0 27.0 22.0 4.0 
State and county employ-
ees (not elsewhere speci-
fied) 
Owners 34.8 40.9 24.2 22.7 27.3 24.2 12.1 
Tenants 11.1 40.7 29.6 33.3 37.0 11.1 7.4 
Retired farmers 
Owners 29.0 38.0 23.0 7.0 17 .0 16.0 11.0 
Tenants 0.0 53 .3 26.7 33.3 26.7 40 .0 0.0 
Clerks 
Owners 33.3 45.8 41.7 20.8 12.5 20.8 25.0 
Tenants 25.0 30.0 40.0 27 . 5 22.5 7.5 7.5 
Dealers, group (b) 
Owners 27.3 38.6 38.6 38.6 40.9 29.5 9.1 
Tenants 22.6 24.5 41.5 37.8 28.3 13.2 7.5 
W om~n heads of house-
hold giving no occupa-
tion other than house-
wife 
f O",ners 23.5 39 .0 24.0 19 .0 18.5 23.5 6 . 5 
"Ten'ants 12.1 28.8 36.4 36.4 28.8 27.3 1.5 
Skilled 
- Owners 29.0 37.0 30.0 27.0 28.0 20.0 5.0 
Tenants 16.0 39.0 48.0 33.0 35.0 17 .0 1.0 
Active farmers 
Owners 24.2 45.5 27.3 18.2 12.1 24.2 9.1 
Tenants 8.6 57.1 48.6 42.9 45.7 34.3 0.0 
Unskilled 
Owners 24.0 43.0 31.0 23.0 17.0 22.0 3.0 
Tenants 8.0 38.0 52.0 30.0 27.0 33.0 3.0 
63 percent of the professional families and only 21 percent of 
the unskilled. An enclosed sun porch is not at all common. 
Among the tenants over two-thirds of the professional families 
have a bathroom and only 11 percent of the unskilled. Tenant 
farmers rank first in proportion reporting that a bathroom is 
wanted. Next come families having women heads of house-
holds. Undoubtedly many of these families have low income; 
and in many cases the women are advanced in years. . 
Those having bathrooms plus those reporting that bathrooms 
are wanted include 75 percent of the families for only four 
groups: the owners among dealer (a) and government employee 
groups and both owners and tenants of the professional group. 
None of the families in the professional or retired farmer 
groups falls below the standard of one room per person. Over-
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crowding is most marked among the skilled and unskilled. Ap-
proximately 12 percent of all families in the skilled group and 
20 percent in the unskilled have less than one room per person. 
Judging by the parts of the house reported in table 61, houses 
of professional families are in better condition than those of any 
other group. The houses of farmers and unskilled workers rate 
very low. The paint and interior walls and ceilings of the dwell-
ings of the government white collared employees are more fre-
quently reported to be in good condition than such items for 
any other group. Their dwellings do not, however. rate so 
high in good foundation, roof and screens. 
Professional families are reported to have a higher proportion 
of good lawns than any other group. For only two groups, 
namely, the tenant farmers and the unskilled, does the propor-
tion of good lawns fall below 50 percent. Condition of shrubs 
seems to vary greatly. Enumerators report shrubs in good con-
dition for more than 45 percent of government workers, dealers 
(a), retired farmers and professional families in the owner 
group. Among the tenants two in five professional families and 
only one in ten in the unskilled group report shrubs in good 
condition. For none of the owner groups do less than 50 per-
cent get less than a rating of good in neatness of yard. Neat-
ness of yard was most frequently reported poor for unskilled and 
farmers in the tenant group. 
Relatively little difference among the various occupational 
groups occurs in the proportion reporting that all the summer 
supply of vegetables is raised. In this respect dealers (a) rate 
at the bottom; retired farmers and unskilled families rate rela-
tively high. Farmers and unskilled rate high in percentage 
raising all winter supply of vegetables. Relatively few profes-
sional families raise all winter supply. 
In no group do less than 83 percent report that garden fruits 
and vegetables are canned and the average number of quarts 
canned for those reporting canning varies from over 200 quarts 
for tenant farmers to 107 for women heads of household. The 
average number of quarts canned per person is much the same 
for all occupational groups. It is highest for retired farmers 
living in their own homes. 
Dealers (a) rank at the top in proportion having piped cold 
water. Almost three-quarters of such families have this con-
venience. The unskilled families and those having women 
heads of household rank lowest in proportion having piped cold 
water. The tenant professional families are better supplied 
with both piped cold and hot water than are the owners in the 
same group. The difference between groups is greater with 
respect to hot piped water than cold piped. 
Among the tenants, professional families are the only group 
where at least 50 percent of the families report a flush toilet. 
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Among the owners there are four groups where 50 percent or 
more have a flush toilet, namely: dealers (a), the professional 
group, government employees, and clerks. Only in the case of 
the professional group do those having flush toilets plus those 
reported to want them, equal 80 percent. 
For only 4 out of the 20 groups do as many as 50 percent have 
bathtubs. Many families expressed a desire for new installa-
tion. For owners of dealer (a) and professional groups the 
percentage having plus those reported to want bathtubs equals 
at least 75 percent. 
In towns of 250 to 499 population 15 percent of the owners 
and 12 percent of the tenants have town sewage disposa1.58 
Ranking above the average are both owners and tenants of 
dealer (a), the professional, government employee and cl erical 
groups. Except for clerks disposal of sewage by town system, 
septic tank, or cesspool is available to at least 70 percent of the 
families in the four groups listed. Almost 75 percent of the 
unskilled families dispose o.f sewage and waste water on the 
surface. 
The use of electricity for lights is the common thing for all 
groups. Tenants of the unskilled group most frequently de-
pend on kerosene lamps. Only 75 percent of the families in 
this group report power line. 
For three groups of owners and one group of tenants, i.e. pro-
fessional, at least 50 percent of the families have piped warm 
air, water or steam. The interest in new installation of furnace 
is not nearly so great here as the interest in bathtubs. 
The percentage of families in the various occupational groups 
having all "modern" conveniences is shown in table 63.59 At 
the top are professional families with almost 50 percent of the 
homes so equipped. At the bottom are the homes of unskilled 
workers; about 3 percent have all modern conveniences. 
Power washing machines are very common. The range in the 
percentage having one is from 88 percent of the dealer (a) 
owners to 40 percent of the retired farmers living in rented 
houses. The unskilled tenant group is the only one where less 
than 50 percent report an electric, gas or gasoline iron. 
When we turn to the report on expenditures made during the 
past 3 years, we find that the owners in the professional group 
are the only ones where at least 50 percent spent from $100 to 
$499 on improvements in the past 3 years. Owners in dealer (a) 
and government employee groups rank next. Table 64 shows 
also the percentage reporting the desire for improvement in 
certain items if $250 were available to be spent. 
6' Only 7 out of the 29 towns of 250 to 499 population have public sewage 
disposal systems . 
•• By modern conveniences is meant hot a nd cold piped water, sink with 
drain, town sewage disposal, septic tank or cesspool, bathtub, flush toilet and 
lavatory, power line or home electric plant. 
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For only three groups of owners, namely, dealer (a), profes-
sional and clerical, does a relatively large proportion report 
that an architect was employed when the house was built. 
Among the tenants the professional families rank at the top in 
this respect. (See table 64. ) 
DIFFERENCE IN HOUSING BETWEEN SKILLED AND UNSKILLED 
ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 14 YEARS 
OF AGE AND UNDER IN THE FAMILY·· 
Among the skilled and unskilled groups does a large family 
force people into the poorer rented houses or prevent them from 
providing better owned homes in order that funds be available 
for necessities such as food and certain clothing 1 Or do the 
larger families more frequently occupy the larger houses and 
have labor-saving facilities, at least as commonly as smaller 
families 1 A cross section of those having no children or only 
one child under 14 years in contrast with those having more 
provides a partial answer. Age of head of household which in-
fluences income is not known for these groups. 
In these groups of families the average number of occupants 
per dwelling is only twice as great where there are two or more 
children as where there is one child or none. In the former 
group the average rent paid by tenants reporting is only 
slightly lower than for the latter. A measurement of condition 
of house based on an average of (1) the" goods" and (2) the 
"poors" suggests that for each of the four groups the more 
children there are the poorer is the condition of house. The dif-
ference is especially striking for the families of the unskilled 
group. (See table 65.) Except for tenants in the unskilled 
group where the condition of shrubs and neatness of yard rate 
very low, an increased number of children tends to result in 
poorer shrubs and a less neat yard. A high standard of neat-
ness of yard is perhaps not an especially desirable standard, 
however, where there are two or more children under 14 years. 
The average number of rooms is much the same irrespective 
of family size. A relatively large percentage of the rooms is 
given over to bedrooms by those families with two or more chil-
dren. The difference is. not great, however. The percentage 
wanting additional bedrooms and the percentage falling below 
the standard of one room per person is especially marked for 
families with a greater number of children. 
Except among unskilled, tenants families with two or more 
children under 14 years are not nearly so well supplied with 
structural conveniencees as are those with fewer children. This 
•• 'l'he fi e ld workers In addition to securing information on housing filled 
in a hea lth survey for the state department of health. On this was secured 
Information concerning the number of children 14 years of age and under. 
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TABLE 65. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES OF SPECIFIED AGES AND CONDITIONS, 
TOGETHER WITH FACTS ABOUT OCCUPANTS. SKILLED AND 
UNSKILLED GROUPS, IN TOWNS OF 250 TO 499 POPULA-
TION, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF 
CHILDREN AND OWNERSHIP.* 
Skilled Unskilled 
Owners Tenants Owners Tenants 
No 2 or No 2 or No 2 or No 2 or 
chil- more chil- more chil- more chil- more 
dren chil- dren chil- dren chil- dren chil-
or one dren or one dren or one dren or one dren 
child child child child 
---
---- --------------
Number of houses 100 38 81 66 79 23 78 78 
A verage number of oc-
cupants 3.0 6 .2 3 . 1 6 .2 2.8 6.4 3 .2 5.9 
Percentage reporting reg-
ular lodgers 3.0 5.3 4 . 9 0.0 2.5 0.0 2.6 2 . 6 
Percentage reporting rent. 55.6 57.6 55.1 53 .8 
Average rent (dollars) 10 . 21 9 .86 7 .86 7 . 74 
Age of house: 
Under 10 years 5.0 7.9 2.5 3 . 0 5. 1 0 .0 0.0 1.3 
25 to 49 years 54.0 60 .5 59.3 53.0 57 . 0 78.3 56 . 4 61.5 
50 years and over 18.0 13 .2 25.9 25.8 22.8 13 . 0 34.6 25.6 
Condition of house: 
Foundation: 
Good 52.0 52.6 32. 1 25.8 48.1 39.1 23.1 17 . 9 
Poor 9.0 13.2 22.2 27 .3 11.4 13.0 25.6 37.2 
Roof : 
Good 58.0 60.5 50.6 54.5 55.7 30.4 38.5 48.7 
Poor 17 . 0 21.1 14.8 
Screens: 
18.2 10 . 1 21.7 25.6 26.9 
Good 50.0 50.0 34.6 31.8 40 .5 21.7 37.2 23.1 
Poor 11.0 18.4 19. 8 28.8 13.9 21.7 23 . 1 35.9 
Paint 
Good 30.0 21.1 11.1 12. 1 21.5 8.7 10 . 3 3.8 
Poor 31.0 31.6 38.3 43.9 29. 1 39.1 34.6 52.6 
Interior walls and ceil-
ing: 
Good 56.0 63.2 35.8 33.3 44 .3 34.8 25.6 19 .2 
Poor 11.0 5.3 19 .8 16 .7 12 .7 13.0 19.2 23. 1 
Average of Hgoods" 49.2 49 .5 32.8 31.5 42 . 0 26 . 9 26.9 22 .5 
A verage of "poors" 15 .8 17 . 9 23.0 27 . 0 15.4 21. 7 25 . 6 35.1 
Replacement needed 5.0 5.3 8.6 7 . 6 5.1 0 . 0 20.5 15 . 4 
Condition of yard: 
Shrubs: 
i3.6 Good 32.0 15.8 13.6 32.9 17.4 9.0 10 . 3 
Poor 20.0 28.9 30.9 33.3 27.8 30.4 41.0 41.0 
Neatness: 
Good 55.0 34.2 42.0 30 . 3 59.5 34.8 41.0 29.5 
Poor 6.0 18.4 12.3 18.2 8.9 26. 1 17 .9 23.1 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
is shown in table 66 and fig. 32. Among the skilled families is a 
marked difference for the two groups in the percentage having 
either ice or mechanical refrigeration. The percentage having 
power washing machines tends, however, to be relatively high 
for families with two or more children. Families with two or 
more children and owning their homes are at the lowest with re-
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TABLE 66. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES HAVING SPECIFIED ROOMS AND FACILI-
TIE3 SKILLED AND UN3KILLED GROUP3, IN TOWNS OF 
250 TO 499 POPULATION, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING 
TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN AND 
OWNERSHIP. 
Skilled Unskilled 
Owners Tenants Owners Tenants 
No. 2 or No. 2 or No. 2 or No. 2 or 
chil- more chil- more chil- more chil- more 
dren chil- dren chil- dren chil- dren chil-
or one dren or one dren or one dren or one dren 
child child child child 
---
------------ - -----
Rooms: 
Bedrooms: 
A vera.ge number 3 .0 3.1 2 .9 3 . 3 2 .7 2 . 9 2 . 5 2 . 7 
Wanting 3 . 0 13.2 4.9 7.6 6 .3 8 .7 5.1 10.3 
Dining room 86.0 78 .9 72.8 66.6 68 .4 60.9 55.1 59 .0 
Washroom 2.0 0.0 3 .7 4.5 2 . 5 4.3 2.6 3 .8 
Bathroom 35.0 26.3 22.2 19.7 26 . 6 4.3 10 .3 12 .8 
Average number of 
rooms 6.4 6.1 6 . 3 6.4 5 . 9 6.1 5 . 6 5 . 7 
Percentage falling he-
low standard of one 
room per person 1.0 28.9 1.2 34.8 2.5 43.5 2.6 39.7 
Water: 
Piped cold* 38 .0 36 . 8 30.9 30 . 3 24.1 17.4 25 . 6 19 .2 
Piped hot* 23.0 10.5 14.8 7 .6 11.4 0 . 0 3.8 6.4 
Toilet: 
Outdoor unimproved 69 .0 78 . 9 74.1 84.8 76.0 95.7 85.9 84.6 
Indoor f1ush* 27.0 15.8 22.2 12.1 22.8 4.3 12.8 11.5 
Bathtuh* 29.0 15.8 18 .5 9 . 1 21.5 0.0 10 .3 11.5 
Kitchen sink with drain* 55.0 57.9 51.9 51.5 44.3 34 .8 38 . 5 37 . 2 
Sewage disposal: 
Town* 13.0 13.2 12.3 4 .5 10.1 4 . 3 11 .5 6.4 
Septic tank* 10 .0 0 . 0 8.6 9.1 11.4 0.0 3.8 2 .6 
Cesspool* 16.0 15 .8 13 . 6 12 . 1 8.9 8 .7 10.3 9 . 0 
Stream 4.0 2.6 4 .9 6.1 6.3 4.3 3.8 6.4 
Surface 18.0 21.1 13.6 28.8 17 .7 21.7 17 .9 14.1 
Carrying out all waste 39.0 47.3 47 .0 39.4 45 .6 61.0 52.7 61.5 
Power line* 93.0 94 .7 93.8 90 .9 86.1 95.7 79.5 80.8 
Piped warm air, steam 
or water furnace* 28.0 26.3 22.2 27 .3 16.5 13.0 5.1 10 . 3 
Averages of structural 41.5 35.9 36.1 31.8 32.1 22 .3 25.2 24 .3 
conveniences 
Refrigeration: 
Ice 29.0 26 .3 24.7 15 .2 16 . 5 21.7 11 . 5 10.3 
Mechanical 9.0 5.3 8.6 9 . 1 2.5 0.0 2.6 1.3 
Power washing machine 75.0 81.6 64.2 78.8 64.6 60.9 44.9 61.5 
*These items included in structural conveniences: All sewage items treated as unit in the 
average. 
spect to structural conveniences and proportion having power 
washing machmes. 
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DIFFERENCES AMONG SKILLED AND UNSKILLED 
ACCORDING TO RENT PAID 
A statement of rent was secured from approximately 50 per-
cent of the tenant families. In table 67 is shown the percentage 
reporting certain specified rent. One in 12 report that rent is 
part of wage or salary. Most of these are in the professional 
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Fig. 32. Index of certain structural conveniences in dwellings of families 
skilled and unskilled worker head of household. classified by number of chil-
dren, in towns 250 to 499 population. (See table 66 for items included.) 
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TABLE 67. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING A SPECIFIED RENT IN 
TOWNS OF 250 TO 749 POPULATION, 10 IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
All Dealers Cal Professional Skilled Unskilled 
All tenant families 1446 203 108 362 306 
Percentage reporting rent 52.1 48 .8 67.6 49.7 54.9 
Nothingt 6 . 1 1.0 1.4 3.9 7 . 1 
Part of wage or salary 8.6 5.0 67.1 0.6 1.2 
Repair and upkeep 1.3 1.0 0.0 2.2 0 . 6 
Repair and taxes 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.6 0 . 0 
Under 510 43.0 25.3 6 .8t 42.8 65.5 
510-514 29.4 36.4 15 . 1 39.4 23.8 
515-529 10 . 5 30.3 8.2 10.5 1.8 
$39- $49 0.4 1.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 
All 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 . 0 100 . 0 
*Detached houses only are included. Percentages for specified rent are based on those re-
porting. 
tIn most of these cases the landlord was reported to be a relative. 
tBecause of the large number having rent as part of salary this percentage is unduly low. 
If only professional families paying rent are considered 22 percent pay less than SlO, 48 percent 
pay from $10 to $14 and 30 percent pay $15 or more. This last is only slightly below the pro-
portion for dealer Ca) determined on the same basis. 
group. A larger number report rent under $10 than any other 
amount. The rent by occupational groups is given for dealer 
(a), professional, skilled and unskilled groups. About two-
thirds of the unskilled pay less than $10 a month rent and an 
additional 7 percent pay nothing. Only 3 out of 168 unskilled 
families reportip.g pay $15 or more. 
Tables 68 and 69 show the status of housing and the facilities 
of all skilled and unskilled families reporting rent of $6 or less 
and $8 to $12. In each group the average rent paid by the 
skilled is slightly higher than that of the unskilled. In the cate-
gory, rent $6 and less, the dwellings occupied by families of 
skilled workers are in better condition than those occupied by 
the families of unskilled. The percentage having certain strnc-
tural conveniences and such equipment as ice refrigerator and 
power washing machine differs greatly for the two rent groups. 
HOUSING STATUS INFLUENCED BY AGE OF HOUSE 
Since housing status differs so much with occupation, the re-
lation of age of house to condition of house and facilities has 
been studied for two separate groups: first , deal!,)r (a) and pro-
fessional groups, and second, families in the skilled and un-
skilled groups. These two groups have thc best and the poorest 
housing in towns and villages.61 
Tables 70 and 71 show building materials, number of stories 
61 All counties and t own s were included. No uniform rel a tionship exists 
b e tween age of house a nd population of town. Many houses under 10 yea rs 
were in towns 100 to 249 population, and these towns h a d a relatively high 
proportion in the skilled and unskilled groups. 
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and rooms for the two groups. There are practically no un-
painted houses among dealers and professional families. Among 
skilled and unskilled 6 percent of the houses, both of those 
under 10 years and those 50 years and over, are unpainted. 
Stucco was used more frequently 10 to 24 years ago than dur-
ing the past 10 years. Among the owners of dealer (a) and 
professional groups a relatively large proportion of the houses 
under 10 years are built of brick, stone or concrete. Among all 
groups there has been a marked increase in the past 10 years in 
the proportion of one-story houses built. The percentage of 
these houses among unskilled and skilled is unusually high. 
Recent building by or for these groups appears to be much be-
low former standards. 
The low quality of tenant houses in the past 10 years and now 
occupied by the families of skilled and unskilled workers may 
TABLE 68. PERCENTAGE OF HOUSES OF SPECIFIED AGE AND CONDITION TO-
GETHER WITH FACTS ABOUT OCCUPANTS, SKILLED AND UN-
SKILLED GROUPS IN TOWNS OF 250 TO 749 POPULATION 
CLASSIFIED UNDER TWO COST-OF-RENT'GROUPS.* 
$6 or less $8 to $12 
Skilled Unskilled Skilled Unskilled 
Number of houses 27 54 95 74 
Average number of occupants 4 .5 4 . 2 4 .3 4 . 7 
Reporting regular lodgers 3.7 1.9 1.1 2.7 
Average rent (dollars) 5.37 5 . 14 9.72 9.31 
Age of house: 
Under 10 years 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 
25 to 49 years 40.7 46 .3 60.0 67.6 
50 years and over 55.6 42.6 22.1 21.6 
Condition of house: 
Foundation: 
Good 18 .5 22.2 28.4 27.0 
Poor 48.1 46 .3 21.1 16 .2 
Roof: 
Good 40.7 37.0 47.4 52.7 
Poor 29.6 35.2 14 . 7 16.2 
Screens: 
Good 14.8 14 .8 35.8 41.9 
Poor 33.3 42.6 23.2 27.0 
Paint : 
Good 7.4 5.5 13.7 18.9 
Poor 51.9 59.3 35.8 37.8 
Interior walls and ceilings: 
Good 18.5 7.4 35 .8 21.6 
Poor 44 .4 46.3 12.6 14.9 
Average of "goods" 20 . 0 17 . 4 32.2 32.4 
Average of . 'poors" 41.5 45 . 9 21.5 22.4 
Replacement needed 22.2 38.9 5.3 2.7 
Condition of yard : 
Shrubs: 
Good 3.7 3.7 12 . 6 10.8 
Poor 48 . 1 51.9 29.5 33.8 
Neatness: 
Good 22.2 14 .8 30 .5 23 . 3 
Poor 22.2 33.3 11.6 21.6 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
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TABLE 69. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING SPECIFIED ROOMS AND 
FACILITIES, SKILLED AND UNSKILLED GROUPS IN TOWNS OF 
250 TO 749 POPULATION CLASSIFIED UNDER TWO 
COST-OF-RENT GROUPS.* 
$6 or less S8 to $12 
Skilled Unskilled Skilled Unskilled 
Rooms: 
Bedrooms 
Average number 2 .7 2 . 1 2.8 2 .8 
Wanting 29.6 16.7 9.5 10.8 
Dining room 48.1 37.0 75.8 77 .0 
Washroom 0.0 0.0 5.3 8.1 
Bathroom 7.4 3 .7 22.1 5.4 
Average number of rooms 
Percentage falling below standard 
5 .8 5 .0 6 . 2 6 .0 
of ODe room per person 18 . 5 25 . 9 12.6 23 .0 
Water: 
Piped cold 3.7 11.1 30.5 33.8 
Piped hot 0 .0 0.0 8.4 2.7 
Toilet: 
Outdoor unimproved 88 . 9 94.4 81.1 86 . 5 
Indoor flush 0.0 1.9 14 .7 6 .8 
Bathtub 0 .0 1.9 15.8 5.4 
Kitchen sink with drain 25.9 22.2 54.7 50.0 
Sewage disposal : 
Town 0.0 1.9 5.3 13 .5 
Septic tank 0 .0 1.9 7.4 1.4 
Cesspool 0 . 0 3 .7 18.9 12 .2 
Stream 3.7 3 .7 2.1 0 .0 
Surface 18.5 11.1 25.3 27.0 
Carrying out all waste 77.8 77 .7 41.0 45 .9 
Power line 77 .8 64.8 93 .7 95 .9 
Piped warm air, steam or water fur-
nace 0.0 0.0 13.7 5.4 
Average of structural conveniences 13 .4 13.7 32 .9 28 . 4 
Refrigeration: 
lee 18 .5 7.4 22 . 1 18 .9 
Mechanical 3.7 0.0 1.1 2.7 
Power washing machine 48 . 1 25 .9 75.8 70.3 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
be due to a number of factors. It may be that the houses were 
almost altogether built especially for the use of those families 
now occupying them. They were built definitely for r ent. Many 
of the older houses now occupied by skilled and unskilled may 
have been originally built for other occupational groups. Due 
to the limited market for houses in small towns unskilled 
families, for example, may be able to acquire better houses sec-
ond hand than they could afford to build for themselves or to 
rent at a price which covers cost. 
The newer the house the fewer is the average number of 
rooms. A marked drop occurs especially in homes of skilled 
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and unskilled built during the past 10 years. Among the tenant 
families living in these houses more than one in every four has 
less than one room per person; and among the owners, almost 
one in every five. 
The number of bedrooms has been declining. The overcrowd-
ing in houses built during the past 10 years and occupied by 
skilled and unskilled families is apparent in the expressed de-
sire for additional bedrooms. 
Relatively few new houses occupied by skilled and unskilled 
families have bathrooms, basements or closets. For dealer (a) 
and professional groups the percentage having bathrooms, base-
ments, closets and sun porches increases fairly steadily with the 
newer houses. 
The condition of house and yard is shown in tables 72 and 73. 
Except for tenants of skilled and unskilled groups the per-
centage r eporting good condition of house declines steadily with 
TABLE 70. AVERAGE NUMBER OF MEMBERS PER FAMILY AND ROOMS PER 
HOUSE AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING SPECIFIED 
BUILDING MATERIALS, NUMBER OF STORIES AND ROOMS 
HAD AND WANTED, FOR DEALER (a) AND PRO-
FESSIONAL GROUPS ACCORDING TO AGE 
OF HOUSE AND OWNERSHIP, 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES, 1934.* 
Owners Tenants 
Under 10 to 25 to 50 and Under 10 to 25 to 50 and 
10 24 49 over 10 24 49 over 
years years years years years years years years 
------
---
------------
Total number of families 64 100 100 100 21 100 100 83 
A verage number of roem· 
bers 3 .6 3 .8 4 .0 3 . 7 3 .6 3 . 9 3 .7 4.0 
Building material 
Frame unpainted 1.6 1.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.2 
Stucco 4 .7 18.0 5.0 1.0 9.5 14.0 1.0 0.0 
Brick, stone or concrete 12.5 3 .0 1.0 6.0 0.0 2.0 2 .0 6.0 
One story 39 . 1 12 .0 12.0 18.0 38.1 25.0 19 .0 19.3 
Rooms: 
Average number of 
rooms 6 . 3 7 . 2 7 .0 6 .8 6 .3 7 .0 6 .8 7.0 
Percentage reporting 
fooms not in use 1.6 1.0 7.0 3.0 0 .0 5.0 16 .0 10 .8 
Bedrooms: 
Average number 2 . 9 3.4 3.2 3.2 3 .0 3.1 3.0 3 .3 
Wanting 4.7 2.0 5.0 2.0 4.8 4.0 3 .0 2.4 
Dining room 92 .2 
Bathroom: 
98.0.1 95.0 85.0 85.7 96.0 90.0 86.7 
Having 93.8 85.0 55.0 47.0 85.7 SO.O 48.0 36.1 
Wanting 1.6 5.0 15.0 11.0 0.0 9.0 16 .0 19 .3 
Basement 95.3 96.0 83.0 79.0 95.2 97.0 SO.O 73 .5 
Closets 96.9 97.0 92 .0 87.0 95.2 97.0 96.0 86.7 
Sun porch 31.3 16.0 18.0 8.0 23.8 11 .0 6 .0 3 .6 
*Detached houses only are included. Averages in bold faced type. 
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TABLE 71. AVERAGE NUMBER OF MEMBERS PER FAMILY AND ROOMS PER 
HOUSE AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REPORTING SPECIFIED 
BUILDING MATERIALS, NUMBER OF STORIES, AND ROOMS 
HAD AND WANTED, SKILLED AND UNSKILLED 
GROUPS ACCORDING TO AGE OF HOUSE 
AND OWNERSHIP, 10 IOWA 
COUNTIES, 1934.* 
Owners Tenants 
Under 10 to 25 to 50 and Under 10 to 25 to 50 and 
al10 1,24 ,. - 49 over 10 24 49 over 
years years years years years years years years 
------ ---
---------
- --
Total number of families 86 100 100 100 70 100 100 100 
Average number of mem-
bers 3.3 3.7 3.9 3.4 3.5 4. 0 4 .3 4.5 
Building materials: 
Frame unpainted 5.8 3.0 1.0 6.0 11.4 3.0 4.0 6.0 
Stucco 7.0 5.0 1.0 1.0 5.7 8.0 0 . 0 2.0 
Brick, stone or concrete 7.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 18.6t 2.0 1.0 1.0 
One story 64.0 36 .0 26.0 25.0 84.3 42.0 38.0 30.0 
Rooms: 
Average number of 
rooms 4 .9 6.1 6 . 2 5.8 4.2 5.7 5.8 5.9 
Percentage reporting 
rooms not in use 1.2 2 .0 5 .0 6 .0 2.9 6 .0 8.0 13 .0 
Bedrooms: 
Average number 2.2 2.8 2.9 2.8 1.9 2.5 2.6 2.8 
Wanting 15 . 1 5.0 7.0 4 . 0 21.4 8 .0 6.0 7 .0 
Dining room 68.6 82.0 81.0 69.0 44 .3 77.0 67.0 52 .0 
Bathroom: 
Having 48.8 47.0 25.0 12.0 28.6 39 .0 10.0 9.0 
Wanting 5.8 15.0 21.0 12 .0 1.4 26.0 22 .0 19.0 
Basement 74.4 88.0 72.0 66.0 52.9 81.0 63.0 63.0 
Closets 73.3 85.0 84.0 68.0 67.1 88.0 71.0 70 .0 
Sun porch 18 .6 10.0 6.0 5 .0 7.1 5.0 2.0 2.0 
*Detached houses only are included. When the group included more than 100 schedules, 
100 were selected at random. Averages in boldfaced type. 
tThis group is not considered to be very representative, 44 out of the 70 houses were in 
Linwood, a cement company town having almost no owned homes. 
increased age. It is of interest that for tenants in the skilled 
and unskilled groups 6 percent of the houses built in the past 
10 years are reported to need replacement. In the skilled and 
unskilled groups a high proportion of both owner and tenant 
houses built 50 or more years ago needs to be replaced. For the 
other groups the replacement need for the older houses is very 
low. An index of good condition is shown in fig. 33. The 
marked difference between owners and tenants of the two 
groups with respect to condition of houses under 10 years is es-
pecially striking. There is, however, some similarity in the 
tendency of the two groups of tenants and the two groups 
of owners. 
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Since it takes a number of years after a house is built to ac-
quire a good lawn and shrubs, there is some reason to expect 
the houses over 10 years of age to have better lawns and shrubs 
than the newer houses. For owners of dealer (a) and profes-
sional groups good lawns, shrubs and neatness of yards are 
most common for houses 10 to 24 years. For the older houses a 
smaller proportion are reported to be good. The yards of ten-
ant homes in dealer (a) and professional groups on the whole 
decline in condition with increasing age of house. Poor condi-
tion of house and yard seem to go together. See fig. 34 for an 
index of good condition of yard. 
The percentage of houses having hand pump in dwelling is 
relatively low in houses built during the past 25 years. The 
TABLE 72. PERCENTAGE OF PARTS OF HOUSES AND YARD IN GOOD AND POOR 
CONDITION. DEALER (a) AND PROFESSIONAL GROUPS, ACCORD-
ING TO AGE OF HOUSE AND OWNERSHIP, 10 
IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
Owners Tenants 
Under 10 to 25 to 50 and Under 10 to 25 to 50 and 
10 24 49 over 10 24 49 over 
years years years years years years years years 
------
------ ------ ---
House: 
Foundation: 
Good 93.8 85.0 69.0 47 . 0 95.2 83.0 43.0 30.1 
Poor 1.6 1.0 4.0 15.0 0.0 0.0 13.0 25.3 
Roof: 
Good 96.9 71.0 61.0 56.0 90.5 71.0 61.0 59.0 
Poor 1.6 8.0 11.0 16.0 0.0 10.0 12 . 0 15.7 
Screens: 
Good 92.2 80.0 73 . 0 57.0 90.5 69 . 0 38 . 0 37.3 
Poor 0 . 0 1.0 6.0 9.0 4.8 4 . 0 17.0 24.1 
Paint: 
Good 64.1 45.0 34.0 33.0 66.7 34.0 18 . 0 18 . 1 
Poor 6.3 10.0 13.0 29.0 0 . 0 15 . 0 37.0 33.7 
Interior walls and ceil-
ing: 
Good 85.9 74.0 69.0 51.0 90.5 73 .0 49.0 47.0 
Poor 0.0 0.0 4.0 7 . 0 0.0 0.0 5.0 9.6 
Insulation 
Good 81.3 55.0 41.0 27.0 81.0 44 . 0 23.0 8.4 
Poor 0.0 0.0 1.0 16.0 0 . 0 2.0 8.0 25.3 
Average of "goods" 85 . 7 68.3 57.8 45.7 85.7 62.3 38.7 33.3 
Replacement needed 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 4 . 0 0.0 0 . 0 3.0 9.6 
Yards : 
Surface drainage: 
Good 89.1 87.0 83.0 85.0 85.7 80 . 0 77 . 0 78.3 
Poor 1.6 0.0 0 . 0 3.0 4.8 1.0 3.0 2.4 
Lawn established: 
Good 79.7 81.0 75.0 78.0 61.9 77.0 61.0 67.5 
Poor 3.1 3.0 5.0 1.0 4 .8 3.0 4.0 4.8 
Shrubs: 
Good 62.5 67.0 47.0 46.0 42.9 37.0 22.0 26.5 
Poor 10.9 5.0 10.0 18.0 19 . 0 12.0 26.0 31.3 
Neatness: 
Good 78.1 86.0 78.0 73.0 81.0 69.0 66.0 56.6 
Poor 0 . 0 1.0 1.0 2.0 0.0 2.0 5.0 6 . 0 
A verage of "goods" 77 . 4 80 . 3 70.8 70.5 67.9 65.8 56 .5 57 . 2 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
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TABLE 73. PERCENTAGE OF PARTS OF HOUSE AND YARD, IN GOOD AND POOR 
CONDITION. SKILLED AND UNSKILLED GROUPS, ACCORD-
ING TO AGE OF HOUSE AND OWNERSHIP, 10 
IOWA COUNTIES, 1934.* 
Owners Tenants 
Under 10 to 25 to 50 and Under 10 to 25 to 50 and 
10 24 49 over 10 24 49 over 
years years years years years years years years 
------ ------ --- ------
House: 
Foundation: 
Good 82.6 72.0 55.0 32.0 62.9 60.0 28.0 21.0 
Poor 3 .5 2.0 9.0 32.0 12 .9 8.0 26.0 38 .0 
Roof: 
Good 87.2 58.0 58.0 39.0 51.4 55.0 50 .0 45.0 
Poor 3 .5 11 .0 12 . 0 19 . 0 10.0 10. 0 11.0 20 . 0 
Screens: 
Good 72 . 1 63.0 51.0 36.0 60 .0 52.0 27.0 27 . 0 
Poor 10.5 6.0 8.0 28.0 27.1 18.0 33 .0 35.0 
Paint : 
Good 51.2 32 .0 27.0 21.0 30.0 25.0 14.0 7 .0 
Poor 12 .8 19 . 0 22.0 45 . 0 15 .7 27.0 28.0 57.0 
Interior walls and ceil-
G~~: 69 .8 63.0 56.0 31.0 44.3 M.O 33.0 23.0 
Poor 9.3 4.0 6 .0 19 . 0 15.7 10.0 21.0 24.0 
Insulation : 
Good 58.1 43.0 26.0 15 .0 32.9 33.0 12 .0 9 .0 
Poor 2.3 3.0 4.0 27.0 4 .3 6.0 17 .0 26.0 
Average of "goods" 70.2 55.2 45 . 5 29 . 0 46 . 9 46.5 27 . 3 22.0 
Replacement needed 3.5 1.0 5.0 20.0 5.7 7 .0 6.0 28.0 
Yard: 
Surface drainage: 
Good 73.3 82.0 74.0 68.0 45.7 71.0 64 .0 70.0 
Poor 7.0 1.0 3 .0 9.0 15.7 5.0 6.0 9.0 
Lawn establisbed: 
Good 51.2 69.0 61.0 49.0 31.4 47 . 0 53.0 41.0 
Poor 17.4 2.0 11 .0 17 .0 18 . 6 14 .0 15 .0 22.0 
Shrubs: 
Good 31.4 39.0 31.0 20.0 15 .7 28.0 11 .0 12.0 
Poor 27.9 12 .0 24.0 34.0 61.4 20.0 25.0 48 .0 
Neatness : 
Good 51.2 69.0 M.O 43.0 34.3 44.0 38.0 31.0 
Poor 16.3 1.0 7.0 19 . 0 28.6 8.0 17 .0 23.0 
Average of "goods" 51.8 64 .8 55.0 45.0 31.8 47.5 41.5 38.5 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
structural conveniences, such as piped cold, piped hot water, 
sink with drain,piped warm air, steam or water furnace tend 
to be higher the more recently the house has been built. The 
houses occupied by skilled and unskilled groups built during the 
past 10 years are, however, an exception.62 
Fireplaces are relatively important only in homes built less 
than 25 years ago and occupied by owners of dealer (a) and 
professional groups. The proportion here is approximately 12 
percent. To an increasing extent laundry is provided for in the 
basement. (See tables 74 and 75.) 
62 To some extent the small percentage of skilled and unskilled homes 
built during the past 10 years having such structural conveniences as piped 
water, sewage, etc., is due to the large proportion of these homes in towns of 
100 to 249 population. 
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In fig. 35 is shown an index of structural conveniences by age 
of house for the owners and tenants in the two groups which 
have been contrasted in this section. The falling off in rate of 
increase in structural conveniences in houses built in the past 10 
years coincides with the lower farm income of this period. 
TOWN AND VILLAGE HOUSING CONTRASTED WITH FARM 
HOUSING IN 10 IOWA COUNTIES" 
Town houses more frequently than farm are built of stucco, 
.3 For further details concerning Iowa farm housing see Iowa Agr. Exp .. 
Sta. Res. Bu!. 174. 
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stone or concrete, 7.1 percent in contrast with 3.5 percent. Farm 
homes half as frequently as town have only one story. Towns 
have a smaller proportion of houses 50 years and over and also 
a smaller proportion under 10 years. 
Farm houses have on the average more rooms than town but 
they also have a higher average number of occupants : 4.4 per-
sons' in farm homes in contrast with 3.5 in towns. About 41 per-
cent of town and village homes have bathrooms and only 22 per-
cent of the farm. A slightly larger proportion of farm than 
town families report a bathroom is wanted. 
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A general comparison of condition of houses for towns, vil-
lages and farms for all counties is shown in fig. 36.64 These in-
dexes suggest that the condition of house is much the same in 
towns and villages as on farms. 
Figure 37 gives (1) an index of structural conveniences,65 and 
(2) the percentage of homes reported to have bathrooms. Farm 
homes are contrasted with those in towns of different sizes. The 
proportion of farm homes having cold and hot piped water, kitch-
en sink with drain, electric power, etc., is somewhat below that of 
the homes even in the smallest towns.66 The owners on farms 
are, however, better equipped with these than are the owners 
in towns of less than 100 population. Farm homes have bath-
64 It should be recalled that in the farm study the r eported condition of 
houses was based on the judgment of the occupants. In the town and village 
surVf\Y it was to some extent the judgment of the enumerators. See pages 305-
~06 of Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. Bu!. 174 for a discussion of bias due to oc-
c upants' judgment. 
65 Included are the same items as in fig. 26. 
66 If electricity were excluded from this index, the index for all homes in 
both towns under 100 and those 100 to 249 population would be approximately 
the same as for farm homes. 
TABLE 74. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING CERTAIN STRUCTURAL CON-
VENIENCES, DEALER (a) AND PROFESSIONAL GROUPS, ACCORD-
ING TO AGE OF HOUSE AND OWNERSHIP, 10 
IOWA COUNTIES, 1934. 
Owners Tenants 
Under 10 to 25 to 50 and Under 10 to 25 to 50 and 
10 24 49 over 10 24 49 over 
years years years years years years years years 
------
---- ----- - --
---
Water : 
Hand pump in dwel-
ing 20.3 35 . 0 49 . 0 39.0 33.3 37.0 42.0 37.3 
Piped cold 87.5 87 . 0 62.0 53.0 85.7 80.0 60.0 36.1 
Piped hot 76 . 6 77 . 0 47 . 0 34.0 71.4 63.0 37.0 27.7 
Flush toilet 81.3 81.0 55.0 47.0 81.0 75.0 49.0 33.7 
Bathtub 79.7 84.0 49.0 45.0 81.0 74.0 44 . 0 33 . 7 
Kitchen sink with drain 93.8 92.0 85.0 70.0 95.2 93.0 72.0 59.0 
Sewage disposal: 
Town 38.0 44.0 34.0 36.0 42.9 36.0 33.0 20.5 
Septic tank 42.2 25.0 13.0 7.0 23.8 24.0 7.0 4.8 
Cesspool 17.2 21.0 26.0 18.0 19.0 23.0 25.0 19 . 3 
Stream 4.7 3.0 4.0 3 . 0 0.0 5.0 6.0 1.2 
Surface 4.7 5.0 12.0 13 . 0 9.5 10.0 10.0 8 .4 
Heating: 
Fireplaces 10.9 13.0 0.0 5.0 4.8 3.0 3.0 4.8 
Piped warm air, steam 
or water furnace 89.1 78 . 0 45.0 37.0 71.4 73.0 37.0 30.1 
Wanting 1.6 4.0 4.0 0 . 0 0.0 3.0 9.0 3.6 
Laundry: 
Done in kitchen 4.7 7 . 0 11.0 29.0 14.3 8.0 16 . 0 33.7 
Done in basement 87.5 71.0 26.0 25.0 66.7 72.0 32.0 15.7 
160 
TABLE 75. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING CERTAIN STRUCTURAL CON-
VENIENCES, SKILLED AND UNSKILLED GROUPS, ACCORDING 
TO AGE OF HOUSE, 10 lOW A COUNTIES, 1934. 
Owners Tenants 
Under 10 to 25 to 50 and Under 10 to 25 to 50 and 
10 24 49 over 10 24 49 over 
years years years years years years years years 
- --
---
-----
---
------
Water: 
Hand pump in dwelling 17.4 36 .0 42.0 28.0 10.0 32.0 32.0 28.0 
Piped cold 45 .3 61.0 42.0 18 . 0 30.0 46.0 24.0 15.0 
Piped hot 31.4 32.0 16 .0 6.0 24.3 25.0 5.0 2 .6 
FluBh toilet 39 .5 41.0 23.0 12 . 0 27.1 35.0 11.0 7.0 
Bathtuh 34.9 36.0 18 .0 10 .0 25.7 31.0 9 .0 5 .0 
Kitchen Bink with drain 55.8 77.0 57 . 0 42 .0 30.0 65.0 42.0 32 .0 
Sewage disposal : 
Town 23.3 17 .0 14.0 11 .0 17 . 1 10 . 0 11.0 13 .0 
Septic tank 10.5 10.0 9.0 3 . 0 5 .7 15 .0 2 . 0 0 . 0 
Cesspool 16.3 30 .0 12 .0 6 .0 7.1 20.0 8.0 6 .0 
Stream 0 .0 6.0 8 .0 4 . 0 1.4 6 . 0 10 . 0 1.0 
Surface 9.3 17 . 0 17 .0 12 . 0 2.9 16 .0 11.0 10. 0 
Heating: 
Fireplaces 1.2 0 .0 0 . 0 0 . 0 1.4 0.0 0.0 0 . 0 
Piped warm air, steam 
or water furnace 43 . 0 39.0 23.0 10 . 0 28 . 6 37.0 9 . 0 5 .0 
Wanting 2.3 3 . 0 5.0 2 . 0 1.4 3.0 2 . 0 8.0 
Laundry: 
Done in kitchen 25.6 15 .0 33.0 38.0 50.0 28.0 38.0 56 . 0 
Done in basement 58 . 1 55.0 20.0 10 . 0 37.1 41.0 8.0 3.0 
rooms about as frequently as do homes in villages of less than 
100. But the difference between the owners and tenants is much 
more marked for farm than town homes. 
Farm homes are compared with those of retired farmers and 
active farmers living in or on the edge of towns 250 to 499 
population in fig. 38. 
HOUSING STATUS AND FACILITIES IN THE MINING TOWN 
OF MYSTIC, APPANOOSE COUNTY 
Appanoose is among the counties in which coal rmnmg is 
relatively important, and the town of Mystic is distinctly a coal 
mining town. In 1930 in Appanoose County the population of 
incorporated towns under 2,500 was 26.5 percent less than in 
1920. During that period the population of the town of Mystic 
declined 30.2 percent, from 2,796 to 1,953. In 1930 the median 
value of owned rural-nonfarm homes was only slightly more 
than $1,000, and the median rent of tenant homes was less than 
$10. In addition, the farm land in the county is poor in quality. 
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Among Iowa counties Appanoose might well be' expected to rate 
very near the bottom with respect to the status of village and 
small town housing. 
In Mystic schedules were obtained from 153 families, 78 own-
ers and 75 tenants. These, the enumerator considered, give a 
representative sample of the town. Three areas of the town are 
represented. These are described as (1) the two best streets, (2) 
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Fig. 36. Index of both good and poor condition of houses; farm houses 
contrasted with town and village houses. (The percentages for all parts of 
the house, except stairs, which were reported to be (1) in good and (2) in 
poor condition were averaged for each group. (For details concerning farm 
data see Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. Bu\. 174.) 
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Fig. 37. Index of structural conveniences and percentage reporting bath-
rooms, classified by farm homes a nd by size of towns. (For items included in 
index see table 54 group (2) except that home electric plant is included.) 
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the foreign district and (3) the "Bottoms." It is in this last 
group, where the housing appeared to be the poorest, that the 
highest average number of occupants per house is found. 
On the two best streets over one in eight owners and one in 
three tenants have unpainted frame houses. (See table 76.) In 
the "Bottoms" 54 percent of the owner hom.es and 92 percent 
of the tenant are reported to be without paint. No houses have 
been built in .the past 10 years; almost all are between 25 and 
49 years old; and 87 percent are only one story. On the" two 
best streets" 53 percent of the owners and 13 percent of the 
tenants have telephones. Mystic houses have on the average 
almost two less rooms than are typical of towns in the 10 coun-
ties surveyed. A very high proportion in the "Bottoms" fall 
below the standard of a room per person, and almost 30 percent 
of the families in this section report that additional bedrooms 
are wanted. Less than 1 in 10 families in this district has a 
bathroom, and only 1 in 9 states that one is wanted. Except in 
the" two best streets" relatively few people have basements or 
closets. About 43 percent of the families report no storage 
space for fruits and vegetables. 
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Fig. 38. Index of structural conveniences of farm homes; and of dwell-
ings of retired and active farmers and all families in towns 250 to 499 popu-
lation. (Items in index are the same as those in fig. 37.) 
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TABLE 76. PERCENTAGE OF 153 HOUSES CLASSIFIED IN VARIOUS WAYS, 
TOWN OF MYSTIC, IOWA, 1934.* 
2 best Foreign 
streets district Bottoms 
Own- Ten-
All ers ants 
Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten-
ers ants ers ants ers ants 
- - ---- - - --- - - - --
Number of houses 153 78 75 15 15 17 11 46 49 
Average number of occu-
pants 3 .9 3.9 4 .0 3 . 2 3 . 7 3 . 9 3.8 4 .0 4.2 
House general : 
Frame, unpainted 56.9 41.0 73 .3 13 .3 33.3 29 . 4 45 . 5 54.3 91.8 
Stucco 11.1 14.1 8 .0 0.0 13.3 23 . 5 27 .3 15 . 2 2 .0 
Brick and concrete 0 .6 1.3 0 .0 6 .7 0.0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0.0 0 .0 
Age of house: 
Under 10 years 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0 . 0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 
1(}--24 years 8.5 12 . 8 4 .0 33.3 20 .0 11 . 8 0 .0 6 . 5 0 .0 
25-49 years 86 .3 79 .5 93 .3 60.0 80 .0 88 .2 100 .0 82.6 95 .9 
50 and over years 5 . 2 7.7 2.7 6 .7 0 .0 0 . 0 0.0 10 .9 4.1 
One story 86 .9 84.6 89 .3 60 .0 73.3 94 . 1 90.9 89.1 93 .9 
More than one story 13 . 1 15 . 4 10.7 40 .0 26 .7 5 . 9 9 . 1 10.9 6 . 1 
Telephone connection 15 . 7 24.4 6 .7 53 .3 13 .3 17 .6 9 . 1 17.4 4 . 1 
Rooms: 
Average number 4 .5 4 .9 4 . 1 5 .9 4 .8 4 . 5 3.6 4.8 4 .0 
Bedrooms, average 2 .0 2 . 1 1.8 2.5 2 .5 2 .0 1.5 2 . 1 1.7 
Wanting addi tional bed-
rooms 20 .9 15.4 26 .7 0 .0 6 .7 0.0 18 . 2 26.1 34 .7 
Dining room 50 .3 64 . 1 36 .0 100 .0 60 .0 41.2 27 . 3 60.9 30.6 
Bathroom 9.8 11.5 8 .0 33 .3 40 .0 0 .0 0.0 8 .7 0 .0 
Bathroom wanted 11.8 11.5 12 .0 33 .3 13 .3 0 .0 27 .3 8.7 8 . 2 
Basement 34.0 37 . 2 30 .7 86 .7 73 . 3 35 .3 45 .5 21.7 14 .3 
Closets 51.0 56 . 4 45.3 80 .0 80 .0 47 . 1 36 . 4 52.2 36 .7 
Sun porch enclosed 1.3 2.6 0.0 6 .7 0 .0 5 . 9 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 
Storage space for fruits 
and vegetables 56.9 62 .8 50 .7 86 .7 86 .7 82.4 63 . 6 47.8 36 .7 
Storage space wanted 13 .7 16 . 7 10 .7 13 .3 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 23 .9 16 .3 
Percentage falling below 
B tandard of one room 
per person 30 .7 26 .9 34.7 0 .0 6.7 41.2 36 . 4 30.4 42 .9 
*Averages are in bold faced type. 
The houses in Mystic are in very poor condition. The 
enumerators r eported that 61 percent should be r eplaced. In 
the" Bottoms" 65 percent of the owner homes and 88 percent 
of the t enant are in this category. 
Figure 39 shows an index of good condition for the three 
groups in contrast with towns and villages in the 10 counties. 
Only for the owners on the" two best streets" is a reasonably 
good condition r eported. The condition of yard is similar to 
that of the house. Condition for individual features is shown 
in table 77. 
Although Mystic in 1920 had a population of 2,796 people, it 
still has no town water nor sewage disposal system. Less than 
5 percent of the people have piped cold water; only 4 percent 
have a flush toilet. Less than 1 in 10 report bathtubs and less 
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Fig. 39. Indexes of good condition of house and of structural conveniences 
in the mining town of Mystic. (For items included in index of good condition 
of house see table 77. Included in index of structural conveniences are piped 
cold and piped hot water, flush toilet, bathtub, kitchen sink with drain, septic 
tank or cesspool, power line and piped warm air or steam or water furnace. 
See table 78.) 
than 1 in 4 report kitchen sink with drain. Less than 5 percent 
report either septic tank or cesspool. (See table 78.) 
A general measure for the structural conveniences for the dif-
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TABLE 77. PERCENTAGE OF 153 HOUSES HAVING SPECIFIED CONDITION OF 
HOUSE AND GROUNDS, CLASSIFIED IN VARIOUS WAYS, 
MYSTIC, IOWA, 1934. 
2 best Foreign 
streets district Bottoms 
Own- Ten-
All ers ants 
Own- Ten- Own- Ten- Own- Ten-
ers ants ers ants ers ants 
-- - - - - ------------
Number of houses 153 76 75 15 15 17 11 46 49 
Condition of house: 
Foundation : 
Good 14.4 20.5 8.0 46.7 26.7 29.4 0 .0 8.7 4 . 1 
Poor 46.4 33.3 60 .0 20.0 13.3 17.6 M .5 43.5 75.5 
Roof: 
Good 24.2 33 .3 14 .7 60.0 46.7 47.1 18 .2 19.6 4.1 
Poor 47 .7 33.3 62 .7 20.0 46.7 29.4 M.5 39.1 69 . 4 
Screens: 
Good 19.0 25.6 12 .0 46.7 20.0 35.3 9 . 1 15 .2 10 .2 
Poor 46 . 4 32 . 1 61.3 6 .7 26.7 29.4 63.6 41.3 71.4 
Paint, exterior 
Good 9.2 16 .7 1.3 33.3 0 . 0 23.5 9 . 1 8.7 0 .0 
Poor 13.7 14.1 13 .3 6.7 33 .3 11 .8 27 . 3 17 .4 4.1 
Interior walls and ceil-
G~~s 9.8 14 . 1 5.3 33 .3 20.0 11.8 9 . 1 8 .7 0 . 0 
Poor 47.7 35.9 60.0 0.0 13 .3 29.4 63 . 6 50 . 0 73 .5 
Replacement of house 
needed 60 .8 47 .4 74 .7 13.3 26.7 29.4 81.8 65 .2 87 .8 
House landscaping 
Lawn established: 
0 .0 Good 1.3 2.6 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 4 .3 0.0 
Fair 66 .7 70 .5 62.7 100 .0 93.3 88.2 100 . 0 M .3 44 .9 
Poor 32 .0 26.9 37 .3 0 .0 6.7 11 .8 0.0 41.3 55 . 1 
Shrubs: 
Good 1.3 2.6 0 .0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 .0 0.0 4 .3 0 .0 
Fair 57 . 5 67 .9 46.7 100 .0 86 .7 88 . 2 72 .7 50 .0 28.6 
Poor 41.2 29 .5 53 .3 0 .0 13 .3 11.8 27.3 45.7 71.4 
Neatness of yard: 
Good 0 .6 1.3 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0 . 0 2 . 2 0 .0 
Fair 51.0 62 .8 38.7 100 .0 80.0 82.4 45 . 5 43 . 5 24.5 
Poor 48 .4 35 .9 61.3 0 .0 20.0 17 .6 M.5 M .3 75.5 
ferent groups in Mystic is shown in fig. 39. Again the only 
group reasonably well supplied is the owner on the "two best 
streets.' , 
Out of the 153 families surveyed there are only 5 with me-
chanical refrigerators. Mystic rates fairly high, however. in 
percentage reporting ice refrigerators. There are very few gas 
or electric stoves and no pressure cookers. Except in the" two 
best streets" laundry is usually done in the kitchen; less than 
one family in three has a power washing machine. 
The soil in Mystic is not very satisfactory for gardening. This 
partly accounts for the very low percentage raising all sum-
mer and all winter supply of vegetables. In the so-called for-
eign section the proportion raising vegetables is relatively 
high. The miners 'more frequently than the non-miners raise 
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TABLE 78. PERCENTAGE OF 153 HOUSES HAVING SPECIFIED FACILITIES, 
CLASSIFIED IN VARIOUS WAYS. TOWN 
OF MYSTIC, IOWA, 1934. 
2 best Foreign 
streets district Bottoms 
Own- Ten-
All ers ants 
Own- Ten- Own- Tim- Own- Ten-
ers ant.s ers ants ers ants 
------------
--
--
Number of houses 153 78 75 15 15 17 11 46 49 
Water suPP)f: 
Piped col 4.6 9.0 0.0 33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.3 0.0 
Piped hot 3.3 6.4 0.0 26.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.2 0 .0 
Sanitary facilities: 
Unimproved outdoor 
toilet 98.7 98.7 98.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 97.8 98.0 
Flush toilet 3.9 7.7 0.0 26.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.3 0.0 
Flush toilet wanted 12.4 11.5 13.3 33.3 20.0 0.0 27.3 8.7 8.2 
Bathtub 9.8 11.5 8.0 33.3 40.0 5.9 0.0 6.5 0.0 
Bathtub wanted 13.1 12.8 13.3 33.3 20.0 0.0 27.3 10.9 8.2 
Kitchen sink with drain 23.5 32.1 14.7 66.7 40.0 23.5 9.1 23.9 8.2 
Disposal of sewage: 
Town sewage disposal 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Septic tank 2.0 3.8 0 .0 13.3 0.0 0.0 0 .0 2.2 0.0 
Septic tank wanted 11.8 10.3 13 .3 33.3 20.0 0.0 27.3 6 . 5 8.2 
Cesspool 2.6 3 . 8 1.3 13 .3 6.7 0 .0 0.0 2.2 0.0 
Power line 70.6 89.7 50.7 100 . 0 80.0 100 .0 54 .5 82.6 40.8 
Piped warm air, steam or 
water furnace 12.4 15.4 9.3 66 .7 40.0 0.0 9.1 4.3 0.0 
Refrigeration: 
Ice 21.6 23.1 20.0 40.0 33.3 17 . 6 36.4 19.6 12.2 
Mechanical 3.3 3.8 2.7 13 . 3 6.7 0 .0 0.0 2.2 2.0 
Cooking facilities 
Gas or electric stove 2.6 5.1 0.0 13.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.3 0.0 
L"undry: 
Done in kitchen 60.1 52 . 6 68.0 26.7 33.3 64.7 81.8 56.5 75 .5 
Power machine 30 .7 44.9 16.0 66.7 20.0 29.4 9.1 43 . 5 16.3 
Power machine wanted 5.2 9.0 1.3 13.3 0.0 11.8 9.1 6.5 0.0 
Electric, gas or gasoline 
iron 61.4 79.5 42.7 100.0 80 .0 88.2 45.5 69 .6 30.6 
all fruits and vegetables. It may be, however, that they have 
no better gardens, but their lower incomes may force them more 
frequently to restrict their consumption to the vegetables which 
they raise. (See table 79.) 
'1'he schedules from Mystic were further classified as miner 
and non-miner. There are 86 of the former and 67 of the latter. 
Approximately 48 percent of the miners owned their homes and 
55 percent of the non-miners. A general picture of the houses 
is shown in fig. 40, which gives an index of good condition and 
of structural conveniences. The houses of the miners are in 
very poor condition.67 
67 Schedules were secured from 40 miners in Webster County. Their stan-
di\.rd as measured by structural conveniences is 22.5; the Mystic standard is 
approximately 10. 
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Fig. 40. Index measure of housing status in Mystic, classifl.ed miners a n d 
non-miners, 1934. (Same items as in fl.g. 39.) 
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TABLE 79. STATISTICS ABOUT RAISING AND CANNING OF VEGETABLES. 
FAMILIES CLASSIFIED IN VARIOUS WAYS. MYSTIC, IOWA, 1934.* 
Raise all : percentage 
Percentage Average 
Number reporting number 
~ of Summer Winter canning of quarts families vegetables vegetables canned 
All 153 32 . 7 9 .8 77 .8 101.2 
Owners 78 37 .2 12. 8 78 .2 102.4 
Tenants 75 28.0 6 . 7 77 . 3 100 . 1 
Two best streets 
Owners 15 46 .7 6.7 100 . 0 82.7 
Tenants 15 6 . 7 0.0 80 . 0 80 . 2 
Foreign district 
Owners 17 70 . 6 29.4 58 . 8 130 . 0 
Tenants 11 63 . 6 0.0 63 . 6 90 . 7 
Bottoms 
Owners 46 21.7 8 .7 78.3 97.3 
Tenants 49 26.5 10 . 2 79.6 107.8 
Miners 
Owners 41 46 . 3 14 . 6 78 . 1 132 . 3 
Tenants 45 33.3 8 . 9 73 . 3 103 .4 
Non-miners 
Owners 37 27 . 0 10 .8 78 . 4 69 . 3 
Tenants 30 20 .0 3 . 3 83 . 3 95 . 6 
*Averages in bold faced type. 
TWO MINING TOWNS IN BOONE COUNTY 
Schedules were secured for the 58 houses in Logansport and 
Centerville in Boone County. Logansport had 18B people in 
July, 1934, and Centerville, 18. Farm land in the community 
is poor, and coal mining is the principal source of income of the 
families living there. 
The houses are in very poor condition: 22 of the 58 are re-
ported to need r eplacement. The condition of these houses is 
rated only slightly above those of Mystic. (See fig. 41.) The 
houses in these towns are almost completely without common 
facilities. Not one house has hot or cold piped water; there are 
no electric lights; 1 family in the 58 has piped warm air, steam 
or water furnace. 
Housing in Mystic and these two small mining towns pictures 
very poor conditions. They present a very marked contrast 
with agricultural communities. 
DIFFERENCES AMONG COUNTIES IN MEDIAN VALUE OF 
OWNED RURAL-NONFARM HOMES 
The median value of owned rural-nonfarm homes in Iowa is 
$2,739. In the counties it ranges from less than $1,000 in Mon-
roe to $4,206 in Ida. Of the 99 counties 35 have a median value 
of $3,000 or more ; while in 13 counties the median value is be-
low $2,000. 
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In an effort to discover some of the causes for this variation, 
median value of rural-nonfarm homes was correlated with four 
factors: (1) Average value of farm land and buildings; (2) 
percentage of rural-nonfarm families owning their homes; (3) 
percentage increase in population from 1920 to 1930 in the in-
corporated towns of less than 2,500 in the county; (4) per-
centage of tenancy on farms. Monroe was omitted, since median 
value was reported only as being below $1,000. 
To the extent that Iowa towns and villages are mainly ser-
vice and residence centers for farm communities the income of 
the town and village families is dependent to a large extent on 
the farm income of the community. In addition it seemed prob-
able that a high standard of housing in the town would lead to 
a relatively large proportion of people owning their homes. In-
crease in population should result in more new buildings, better 
upkeep of houses, more town improvements. Finally, it is felt 
that a high farm tenancy is likely to result in a relatively large 
proportion of retired farmers in the villages and a somewhat 
"Non-Miners ~Miner5 
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Fig. 41. Index of good condition of houses in Logansport and Centerville, 
Boone County, 1934. (Average of percentages reported to have good condi-
tion of foundations, roofs, screens, exterior paint and interior walls and ceil-
ings.) 
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higher standard of housing because of this. It may be, however, 
that landlords live outside the counties. In which case high ten-
ancy is likely to result in relatively poor town and village 
houses. 
The multiple correlation coefficient of these four variables 
with the median value of owned rural-nonfarm homes is .73. 
The regression equation is X = + .6243 A + .6706 B + .3007 
C + .0527 D - 28.2218.68 All the items have an influence on 
median value. Average value of farm land and buildings and 
percentage families owning their own homes are, however, by 
far the most important. 
The standard error of estimate of this regression is $403. This 
measures the failure of the factors analyzed to account for the 
differences in the median value of rural-nonfarm homes. When 
this is compared with the standard deviation of median value 
of rural-nonfarm homes, which is $591, it will be seen that the 
regression explains somewhat less than one-third of the varia-
tion.69 
When the counties are grouped by types of farming it is 
found that the regression considerably underestimates the value 
of owned rural-nonfarm homes in the northeastern dairy area.70 
The error of estimate for this group is + 2.53. The difference 
between the error of estimate of this farming area and that of 
every area except the cash grain is highly significant.71 
Several other factors are influential. One, the desire of peo-
ple in the community for a high standard of housing is undoubt-
edly very important but cannot readily be measured, at least 
not by any data available. 
Other things being equal, the newer towns should have a rela-
tively higher average value of homes than those established ear-
lier. This factor may partly account for the relatively low 
median value of owned rural-nonfarm homes in the southern and 
eastern areas and the relatively high value in the cash grain 
68 A is average value of farm land and buildings coded in $1,000. B is per-
centage of rural-nonfarm families owning their homes. C is percentage in-
crease in population. D is percentage farm tenancy. X is median value of 
owned rural-nonfarm homes coded in $100. 
6. The standard error of estimate is 68.2 percent of the standard deviation. 
70 On dairy farms in Iowa dwellings represent 15 percent of the average 
value of farm land and buildings; on animal specialty farms" 11 percent, and 
on cash grain farms, only 8 percent. See Fifteenth Census of the United 
States, 1930, Agriculture, Types of Farming. 
71 The error of estimate for the other areas: cash grain 1.20; western 
livestock - 1.16; eastern livestock -1.25; south central livestock and southern 
pasture -1. 7 4. The difference between the southern and cash grain is signifi-
cantly different but not highly significant. 
The counties were also grouped by average value of farm land and build-
ings and by percentage farm tenancy. For the first grouping differences in 
errors of estimate are very slight. One difference in the latter grouping is 
significant. The regression appears to underestima te where farm tenancy 
is high and overestimate where farm tenancy is low. 
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area. It does not, however, explain why the northeastern dairy 
rates relatively higher than the western livestoclc 72 
The relative importance of manufacturing and mining in the 
county is also a factor. The more important these industries 
are the lower is the median value of owned homes. The error 
of estimate for the 24 counties listed in tables 5 and 6 as rela-
tively important in mining and manufacturing is -1.84 in con-
trast with an error of estimate of + .56 for the- other 75 
counties. 73 The difference between the two errors of estimate 
is significant. 74 
DIFFERENCES AMONG COUNTIES IN MEDIAN RENT OF 
TENANT HOMES 
The median monthly 'rent of rural-nonfarm tenant homes in 
Iowa is $14.89. The range in the counties is from less than $10 
in Monroe and Appanoose to $22.44 in Ida. 
To throw some light on factors influencing rent, median rent 
of rural-nonfarm tenant homes has been correlated with (1) 
median value of owned. rural-nonfarm homes, (2) percentage of 
rural-nonfarm families owning their own homes, (3) percentage 
increase in population from 1920 to 1930 in incorporated towns, 
(4) average value of farm land and buildings. The multiple 
correlation of these is .82.75 The regression equation is 
X = .2659 A -.0624 B + .0012 C + .0804 D + 10.0663.76 The 
only important factor is value of owned homes. The higher the 
percentage of families owning their own homes the lower is the 
rent for tenants. Population decline reduces median rent some-
what. 
The error of estimate of this regression is $1.28. The stan-
dard deviation of the rent by counties is $2.19. The regression 
explains more than 40 percent of the variation which occurs.77 
72 The percentage of houses 50 or more years old in the towns and villages 
surveyed is as follows: Davis, 38.5; Madison, 26.0; Scott, 33.3; Benton, 15.6; 
Fayette, 34.3; Mitchell, 28.4; Story, 13.0; Webster, 13.7; Sioux, 10.5; 
Shelby. 8.7. 
73 Monroe County was omitted because median value of dwelling was not 
given. Out of the 23 counties 9 were in the south central livestock and south-
ern pasture area. 
7< t is 2.508. With 93 degrees of freedom a t of 2.632 is highly significant. 
See table 16, H . A. Wallace and G. W. Snedecor, "Correlation and Machine 
Calculation. " 
76 Appanoose and Monroe counties were omitted. Rent for each of these 
was reported only as being below $10. 
76 A is average value of owned rural-nonfarm homes coded in 100's. B is 
percentage of rural-nonfarm families owning their own homes. C is percen-
tage increase in population. D is average value of farm land and buildings 
coded in 1000's. X.is rent stated in dollars. 
77 When counties are grouped by farming areas and by industrial and non-
Industrial towns, no significant difference occurs in errors of estimate. 
